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Since being formed 40 years ago K.A.S.S. has had flourishing and lean
years. Some Societies have unfortunately faded away but they’ve been
replaced by new if, maybe, a little different in composition. The
original Societies were all mainly Scottish ‘nationalistic’
organisations, now they are Scottish dancing groups. The enthusiasm is
still with us, and we hope it will continue for many years yet. David
Cullens, our Chairman from Orpington, has written a foreword for this
special newsletter.

Dear Friends

So what were you doing 40 years ago? Wouldn’t it be fascinating to know
where each of us was and what we were doing in 1951 when KASS was coming
into being? I‘’ve a-good mind to ask everyone the very question when we

meet at the Ball. I wonder if we have any founder members still in our

ranks, or are we all immigrants to the Garden of England.

I'm really looking forward to the Ball, as I’m sure you are, in this
pecial year. Our Ruby Anniversary is definitely worth celebrating. We
~nould rejoice that KASS and what it stands for is alive and well and
vigorous, thankful to all those who have contributed in the past, and
pleased that we can play a part in continuing traditions and more
importantly giving pleasure to lots of people. It is an anniversary to
be marked in style and that is just what we are doing: we have a very
attractive venue in a central location, an appealing programme with a
first class band, and we are being honoured with the presence of Her
Worship the Mayor of Maidstone, Councillor Mary Black who, incidentally,
hails from Glasgqow. The final ingredient (o make this special
celebration extra special is you: see you there - in style.

Since the Autumn, Florence and I have visited quite a few of our eastern
outposts, have been very warmly received and have thoroughly enjoyed
every occasion; learning a few more dances has been a bonus. It has
been a real pleasure to meet old friends and make new acquaintances, and
it is heartening to know that there are so many stalwarts in so many
locations who are prepared to do an enormous amount of work to give a
great deal of pleasure to lots of people.

And who’s going to win the huge half-bottle of whisky for literary
creativity on a terpsichorean theme? This is your big chance for fame
and fortune: SET your mind to the task, CAST around for ideas, CORNER your
PARTNER and CHASE for assistance, and you’ll be able to REEL off the best
story and thus say HELLO to the prize and GOODBYE to thirst.

Best wishes,
yours aye,
David Cullens

It was suggested in the last newsletter that we explore the ‘origins’ of
some of our dances. Almost all have been devised with a person, a place
or an event in mind.

The Reel of the 51st Division has quite a story behind the well known
one that it was ‘devised in a P.0.W. Camp and danced by all men.’

The following extracts appeared in an article in "The Times' of May 27th
1990, and was noticed by Frank Hardy.































