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We have a new Chairman for K.A.S.S. but, by no means, is David How a new name.
He has been an active member of the K.A.S.S. Committee for many years and a most
efficient Secretary. He fully deserves the honour bestowed upon him, and we wish
him a very happy term of office.

Dear Friends,

I feel very honoured to have been elected as your chairman and look forward to
meeting you in my new role. Please continue to support all our functions and ifyou
have any suggestions to make please ensure that they are passed on to your delegates
for further discussion. :

I nearly said ‘"please continue to support our events as in the past' but this needs
some amplification - looking through the Minutes of the Gravesend & District S.A. I
find that there is reference to the 1952 KASS Ball when it states that tickets were
limited to 500 and Gravesend's allocation was 56. Sadly those days are long since
past but so long as we continue to enjoy the functions, albeit on a smaller scale,
and the friendship and working together that these entail, then surely that is all
that matters.

I am pleased that Ray Osment, from Medway, has agreed to be vice-chairman, and I
know that we can work well together over the coming year. He and his wife, Molly,
are already well known throughout the county, and I hope that you will give them 2
warm welcome when they attend the various dances in his official capacity.

Finally I would like to pay tribute to David Cullens who retired from office at the
AGM on 6th October. He has deservedly been a very popular chairman with his own
sense of humour, his deep understanding of people, and if I dare say so, his own
version of S.C.D. He has done 2 splendid job and I know that he has enjoyed the
last two years - I hope that he will still be an active member of the Association.
Our thanks also go to his wife, Florence, for the suppcrt she has given to David -
they have truly been good ambassadors for KASS .

With best wishes

David How

F

Many of you have expressed interest in George Hornby's account of his life cf
Scottish Dancing. we join him in Japan for the conclusicn of his story . . .

I am now going to describe a typicel year with the Blue Bell Club which I hope
will be of interest to the readers. Firstly the normal class was held on 2
Saturday evening from about 6.30 p.m. to 10 p.m., the class was very similar to
any other class anywhere in the UK but there were noticeable differences. The
class always started with ten minutes stretching and warming up exerciees, then
before dancing, any new member or visitor is introduced either by the member of
the Club who brought the dancer or the dancer introduces him/herself and gives
some information about themselves.

The Blue Bell Club (BBC) has about 100 members, 95 Japanese and 5 foreigners. In
June each year a beginners class is started on Fridays and 2ll beginners start on

the same date, true beginners cannct start on any other date, experienced dancers

may be a2llowed to join on other dates. There is a carefully planned programme for
the beginners which lasts from June until October, during this period the beginners
class is well supported by experienced dancers to the extent that it is rare for a
beginner to dance with another beginner. In Cctober the beginners graduate together
and are then allowed to come to a general class, once a month there was an Open
Night when a number of experienced dancers came from other clubs in Tokyo but BBC
peginners could not attend during their course.

ot




























