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CHAIRMAN'S CHAT

Dear Friends

Firstly a very big thank you for your confidence in re-
electing me to serve again as your Chairman. The first year
has been most enjoyable and with your help and support I 1look
forward to the coming year. I have been pleased to have been
able to visit most member societies' events during the past
twelve months, the exceptions being mainly where there has
unfortunately been a clash in dates, and I would 1like to
record my appreciation of the welcome you have given to myself
and my partner, Muriel, wherever we have been.

During the year your committee have introduced a Spring Sunday
Tea Dance and also changed the catering arrangments at the
November dance to 'bring a plate' -~ the latter to help
restrain costs, and I hope that both these measures received
universal approval. However, on the down side I must admit to
being very disappointed at the lack of support for the
Highland Ball, With a central venue, an excellent band and MC
and an enjoyable meal, all the ingredients were there fora
very special evening. All I can say is that those who didn't
attend missed a very enjoyable dance and I was gratified by
the number of people who personally thannked me as they left.
I hope that you will all make a note of 14 may for next year's
Highland Ball and that we might even have a waiting list for
tickets as we did for our November dance! It would certainly
be very gratifying for Rita Menzies and Molly Osment who are
our new Social Secretaries.

Publicity is essential if we are to attract new members and
hopefully Meridian TV will be giving us a short feature
sometime before Christmas. Rita Menzies and I will be taking
part in a phone-in programme on Radio Kent on 10 November.
The press also continue to publish articles, often with a
humerous slant, on Scottish Country Dancing. The latest one
which was brought to my attention was in the Daily Mail in
June which ended with Dr Michael Argyl, an Oxford don,
phychologist and Emeritus Reader in Happiness at Wolfson
College, advising readers that "there is a pursuit that
combines social contact, music, organised fun and a chance to
mix with the opposite sex. These - and the chance to dress up
in funny clothes - are much of what it takes for a happy
life."

Preaching to the converted ? - we already know that "Happiness
is Scottish Country Dancing".

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year

David How
Chairman








































