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Dear Fiends

The poisoned chalice pas®d to me thisNovember. Rita Menzes, so much the bane of my email during
my time in Tortola, dropped a heavy hint that she wanted to relinquish the newdetter editorship. |
sugg ested with the lightest of comm entsthat it might be interesting to take it up and before | knew it she
had d umped the title on me, thrown me a pile of presscuttingsand papersand vanished in a cloud of
steam cackling “Fee, Fee at last!!!” Oh boy! What to do? | have to follow in the illustrious footsteps of
such noble ladies as the gracious Rita herself, Maggie Talbot, Margaret Anne Robertson (my surrogate
great aunt), and the irreplaceable Joan Davidson. It was OK in November, it concemed me in
December, it wasworrying in January and I wasterrfied by February.

Fortunately, the Great and the Good of KASShave come through. Once | had removed my self-
proclaimed sub-editor from putting her four muddy pawsover the contributions, | wasable to asesswhat
| had. Two societies responded to my requests to write a profile of their clubs, and | am particularly
indebted to Jane Whittington and Eleen Physick in Meopham and a whole team from Canterbury &
Andrew’sto dtart this eriesoff. I'd be grateful for offers from other clubsto tell ushow you began and
what you get up to. Another serieshasbeen started by the wise hermit who livesabove Chatham High
Sreet; I'm sure you'll find Harry Robertson’s authoritative profile of the Maid of Norway a great taster to
his future contributions on the Kings and Queens of Sotland. | also feature the fantadtc c eilidh last
November from two angles, the dedicated organiser and teacher, Mo Dalton, and a wiling (and
occ adonally terified) player in Bob Hunt. David Menzies givesusan account of hisdancing holiday in
Mallorca but diplomatically refuses to pin the blame on either party involved for losing his suitor at
Gatwick. And have you ever wondered how the dance “Minister on the Loch” got itsname? Well, Kate
Midd leham and David How both spotted the explanation based on one of Sotland’s most famous
pictures. Thanks also to Peter Forrow, Margaret Harwood, Ken Hamilton, Ann Townend and those from
around the societieswho sent me newsy snippets, for giving my first newdetter a breadth and depth that |
hope takesyourinterest.

It isyou that have helped keep the tradition of the newdetter going. And to me, it isso important that
the fellbwship of the Kent Scottish societiesisbound in some way. The newdetteristhe bes twine. What
are our societiesup to? What makesthem strong? What isthe legacy that each society bringsto KAS®
Iwant to know and | want you to tell the legionsof membersacrossthe county from Sdcup to Sandwich,
Romney to Rochester. KASSdepends on thiscommunication, and although it is only twice a year, it's
important that we keep it going. I'm starting a dialogue here on what form the newdetter should take;
please tellme what you think.

Despite my comments above, we owe Rita Menzies a huge debt for producing eight isues of the
newdetter, and also to her husband, David, who wasresponsble for much of the running to and fro to
get photosreproduced and photocopies made. Rita has put so much of herself into KASSand that
reflectsin the high quality of the newdetter during her stewardship. Thankyou, Rita.

Send your itemsfor the next edition by email if possble, alanpmillsuk@yahoo .co.uk or by snail mail to 110
Bow Road, Wateringbury, Kent, ME1L8 5DY. Next deadline for contributionsisthe 25th October.
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Have a great summerand GETWRITING!
Best regards
Alan

A WEE NOTE FRAE THE CHAIRMAN

Dear Fiends,

“The most important folk are those
Who wear a sunny smile,
The friendly, cheery, “help you” folk

Who make thislife worthwhile!”

AsJoan and | have continued on our travelsaround the County
to attend dances, we have been very conscious of the warm
reception awaiting us at the different venues. There is 0 much
hard work that goesinto organisng these functions, very often
performed by members working in the background and who
look for no recognition of their efforts. To those people, in
particular, we offer our sncere thanks.

We have been “on the road” most Saturday eveningssnce last October, attending numerousfunctions,
involving Deal, Ide of Thanet, Medway, Meopham, North Kent, Orpington, RSC.D.S Tunbridge Wells,
Sevenoaks, Sheernessand Sdcup. We have also taken the opportunitiesto fly the flag at a Men of Kent
Burns Supper (when we doubled up aspart of a demonstration team - and probably left the audience
doubled up aswelll), The Kentish Caledonians Sring Dance and the Ashdown Scottish Country Dance
Club Spring Ball.

Our first KA.SS event was the Autumn Dance, hosted by Canterbury &. Andrew’s Scottish Country
Dance Group and which proved to be an excellent and well attended evening. The Sring Tea Dance,
arranged by Medway, was a very happy and enjoyable occasion although, regrettably, the numbers
present were a great disappointment. We must continue to addressany problems that currently attach
to thistype of function, which should be very popular, but which currently isnot really achieving its aims
and objectives. We now look forward to our Highland Ball, to the KA.SS. Walk and without see ming to
wish our livesaway, to our Autumn Tea Dance and to our Autumn Dance in November.

Iwould love to think that, by the time of our May Committee Meeting, volunteerswill have come forward
for the current vacancies of Minute Secretary and Events Co-ordinator. In the meantime, may | again
express my appreciation to all the Committee members for their support and in particular, to Peter,
Maggie and Margaret for their ceaselesshard work, dedication and attention to detail.

One ofthe hardest and most thanklesstasks, facing any person, isto assume the role of Newdetter Eitor.
At the same time, however, a Newdetter, when available, can provide vital lines of communication,
egpecially within an umbrella Assciation such as ours, which has a multiplicity of members spread
throughout a very wide area.

We have been extremely well served by Rita Menziesin thiscapacity overthe past four yearsand we are
deeply indebted to her for her research and for her persuasve ways in obtaining contributions from
members. We are delighted to welcome Alan Millson board asRita’s succ esor and we wish him every
succ essfor the future.

Asthe season we call “Summer” drawsnear, may you all have an enjoyable time, whether at home or
on holiday. We trust that the sun will shine on all outdoor functions, such as the KA.SS Walk and the
Gravesend/Meopham Annual Picnic Dance and that batteries will have been re-charged in readiness
forthe Annual General Meeting and beyond!
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lain Kinnear Chairman
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LETTERS TO THE BDITOR

ON FIRSTWEARNG A KILT (continued)

Thank you to David Papa of Canterbury & Andrews for his comments and follow up article on the first
wearing of a kilt. In the article he inquires “Whoever heard of a Papa tartan?” Well maybe not a tartan
but how about a whole idand with a bit of history to boot?

Papa Stour

Not only doeshe getthe idand named after him (or wasit the other way round?) but he getsto include
the name of one of Kent’sriversaswell!

I certainly hadn’t heard of Papa Sour until Mo Dalton introduced me (and sx others) to the Svord Dance
of Papa Sour for her Ceilidh back in November 2004 (see separate article). The dance isbelieved to be
Norse in origin and is vividly described by Sr Walter Scott in his novel “The Pirate” or so it says on the
internet.

The idand liesin & Magna’sBay on the west coast of Shetland.

Until the 17th Century Papa Sour wasruled by the Kingsof Norway who ceded it to Scotland aspart of a
wedd ing dowry. In the 19th century a thriving fishing industry supported a population of about 360 but this
had declined by 1970 to such a low point that a newspaper advertisement wasplaced to encourage a
number of young couplesto move to the idand much asin the TV programm e “2000 Acres of Sky”. Is this
where the writersgot theirinspiration?

In 1996, the last time the internet site was updated, there were only 20 couples left on the idand. Nine
yearson | wonder “Isanybody there?” It would be a pity if the idand were now deserted and it was
necessatry to rely on ex-patshundredsof milesaway to keep a traditional dance alive.

Bob Hunt Medway And District Caledonian Assoc iation

. DVAV \ED FHk

Malcolm Pole’s article on Pelorus Jock has prompted long-standing co ntributor, Kate Midd leham to write
on the original Pelorus Jack. Since she wanted a “Letters to the Eitor” column and moaned at me for
being too busy to contribute anything to KASS for the last year, | thought I'd better embarrass her and
reserve a space for herto write — Less Disgusted of Tunbridge Wells, more Sorightly of Sittingb ourne...

The Hitor
Pelorus Jack:

In September 1838, H.M.S Pelorus under the command of Lieutenant Phillp Chetwode, nosed its way
through a narrow waterway which he called “Pelorus Sound”. His dip, known to itscrew asthe “Pel’, was
negotiating the many bays, inletsand channelsin the north west areasof South Idand, New Zealand. The
area which became known asthe Pelorus Region ison land and heavily forested. The waters of the
sound are clear, deep and beautiful. It windson to meet the wooded mountain ranges through which
there are intersecting foot-tracks. The tall peaksreach up to 600 metresand more, sheer sdes draped
with giant tree ferns. But the book, “Wild New Zealand”, saysthe only way to see the Sound’sin all their
beauty isby boat. Dolphinsrace alongsde and one ofthese came to be known as“PelorusJack!”

Kate Midd leham; Sittingb ourne
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FEATURES

SCOTTISH DANMNG THRO THE AGESCEILIDH  6TH NOVEMBER, 2004

The long journey towards the event of the Ceilidh - Scottish Dancing Thro' the Ages, started for me 13
months beforehand. | approached Robin Hlisto see when he was available and booked Kemdey Hall.
Then began the drawing up of the dances, contacting and talking to otherteachersand begging and
borrowing as many costumesas| could. Thank you Tunbridge Wells and Pat Begley in Marlow. (Yes, |
actually went through the Dartford Tunnel and d rove the M25 single-handed.) Thishad been a big hurdle
in my life that had to be overcome. | also had to set about relearning the old d ances, ready to teach
them and track down special musc to practice to.

The idea behind d oing this Ceilidh wasto involve as many dancers from this area. | also wanted to use
dancerswho didn't necessarily dance in demonstrationsand | wanted to show the old d ancesthat were
danced before the advent of the RICDS In the end we had d ancersfrom the Children'sClass taught by
Margaret Anne Robertson, Highland Dancers, taught by Jenny Barrow, some from the Beginners Class
some from the Medway Caledonian Asciation and Sheerness Sottish Heather Club and some from
Meopham, Gravesend, Maidstone and Canterbury. We had 3 Pipersand a Drummer and Jan Day sang
forone of the dances.

We started practisng just after Easter (I didn't wantthem to peak too early) and for the first 3 or 4 weeks,
my "pupils' fell about laughing. They had never seen anything like what | wastrying to teach them! The
Swvord Dance of Papa Sour nearly caused a riot, with the men getting tied, literally in knots while trying
not to drop the "swords'. The Reel of the Black Cocksalso caused uproars, but everybody soon got into
the spirit of thingsand settled d own to learn these peculiardances. | tried to assure them that it would all
seem better when they were in costume. Absolutely nobody believed me

The trouble wasthat everybody eventually wanted to dance every dance, which ultimately ended up
with Jean Petersand me making 24 ladiesand 24 men'scostumescirca 1755 in the space of precisely 3
weeks. A big thank you to Jean - lwould neverhave managed it without you!

Acommentthat one ofthe dancersmade at the end was“Pure Hell, but Fun".
The Dance s

The Sword Dance o f Papa Sour

7 men dancing with 7 swords - which would have been made from the iron bands around whiskey
barrels. It comesfrom the Long Svord Dancesfrom the North. It wasoriginally Viking and it isbelieved to
have been the god Odin and other Norse gods. Snce Christian times, the dance became part of a
MummersPlay and the Godsbecame the Seven Knightsof Chrissendom. . George of England, &. Denis
of Fance, S. Patrick of Ireland, &. Jamesof Sain, &. Anthony of ltaly, &. David of Walesand S. Andrew
of Scotland. It wasdanced to a wonderful recording by Aly Bain.

The Foursome Reel and Reel of Tulloc h

Thiswasdanced by dancerstaught by Jenny Barrow and washere in the programm e to show the oldest
type of dance - travel and set and isthe remnantsof the Auld Reelsthat were danced for centuries, the
setting stepsbecoming more intricate and important.

Old Kilt Demonstration by Jack Warburgh

This was to show how the Pheileadh Mor (pronounced Philamor) - the early form of the kilt, the belted
plaid and wasmade from not lessthan 7 yardsof tartan. The length of cloth waslaid and pleated across
a belt, and then the wearer lay down, folded the two edges over himself, and did up the belt thus
making a kilt and a plaid. Thiswould be hisattire, hisblanket and hisshelter.

Reel of the Black Coc ks

Another example of an Auld Reel, with setting stepsfollowed by travelling. The dance would have been
danced in a small croft, just 4 people dancing to a fiddle, or maybe just kee ping in time to the clicking of
the fingers. (Thisoriginated in the Moo rish landswhere the trade routeswere from).
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Hora MacDonald's Fancy
Danced by the Highland d ancers, a LadiesSep Dance, with the girlswearing Aboyne outfits- gpecifically
dedgned when the kilt wasoutlawed.
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Seann Triubhas

Once it waslegal to wear the kilt again, thisdance showsthe freedom of dancing without the restriction
of the wearing of trousers.

Montgomeries Rant

Taken from a Ball programme from Castle Menzies dated 1755, this was originally a strathspey. Danced
by 4 setsof dancersin full evening dressof that period, it wasindeed a grand sght.

The Evans Family

Paul (Dad), with Loyd and Bethan played beautiful arrangements, on their recorders, of, in the 1st.hallf,
The Eriskay Love Lilt and in the 2nd.half, The Skye Boat Song.

The Hebridean Weaving Lilt

Danced by the children in Margaret Anne'sclass Thiswasan old mill dance and the children danced it
beautifully.

The Sword Dance

Danced Traditionally by Highlanders prior to going into battle, it was believed that they would be
succ esdul if they did not touch the swordsduring the dance.

The Orkney Wedd ing Dance..

Thisbegan by the dancersperforming an ancient dance called, sometimes Bee Baw Babbity, Bob o'the
Bolster or The Kissng Dance, once extremely popular in Scotland, especially at weddings. Jan Day sang
the song, while the men, asked a lady to dance, by kneeling on a slk hankie, (originally a cushion or
bolster) and then kissng her. The lady then choo sesthe next man by tossng the hankie to him. He in turn
catches her up and kises her before going and asking his partner to dance. The couples promenade
round until there are enough couplesto make up the set.

The bride and groom stand backto back with armslinked and a reelisdanced round them. In thiscase it
wasthe Axum Reel, which wasagain a popularwedding dance. The musc startsin strathspey time and
gradually getsfaster, turning eventually into reel time. When the band abruptly ssopsat the end, the men
rush to kissthe bride and the ladiesto kissthe groom before the newlywedscan turn and kisseach other.
In the olden daysit wascalled the BridesReel orthe GroomsReel.

The Earl of Erol's Reel

Collected in Canada by Mrs. Mary Isdale McNab, a great friend of MissJean Miligan. We set the dance
in 1820 at the time of the Napoleonic Wars, hence the diaphanousdres®s. It wasdanced by a team of
ladies. Beautifully, I might add.

The Cakewalk

Performed by Jenny Barrow and FancisAmery. The dance originated in the Deep Suth of America and
depicts the daves mimicking their white masters. It came over here at the turn of the century and was
danced in Sotland in the 1920's, hence the "flapp er" costume. It isnow a competition dance.

The Reel of the 51st. Division

This dance was written in 1940 in a POW camp in &. Valery, Fance. The men were officers of the
Highland Divison and had Scottish Country Dancing as part of their exercise periods. Although the
dancers wore their kilts for the Ceilidh, they would have worn battledressand tackity boots if only we
could have found them to hire. Nowadays the dance is for a four couple set, but was originally was
written asa 5couple dance, that being the number of men in that particular group.

It wasa great evening. lhope allwho took part and those who came to watch and join in, enjoyed it.
We raised £1080 for charity, dividing it betwee n The Mac Millan Trust and The Fiendsof Wisdom Hospice.

Grateful thanks to all concemed, also to Medway and District Caledonian Society and to Sheerness
Sottish Heather Club fortheir kind donationsand for their faith in me. I received nothing but support from
everyone.

Mo Dalton; Medway and Sheerness.
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THE CASTOF THOUSANDS

Dancers

Bob Ansell

Ailean Baker

Dick Barford

Pirjo Beaumont
Sue Bodle

Pat Boulting

Lis& Tim Bowden
Morag Catchpole
Monica & Harry Drew
Paula Dyke

Mike Gould

Muriel Greenstead

Children

Leona Chalmers

Bethan & Lloyd Evans

Rebecca Goode

Robyn & Alex Hackwell

Emily Lovelock
Kirsty Russell

Cakewalk
Francis Amery

Jenny Barrow

Highland Dancers

Jack Ruler
Pipers

Edd ie McHale
Tony Daniel

Rob Little

Drumm er

Anne Faser-Reed

Orkney Weddin
Robyn Hackwell
Jamie Rudd

Alex Hackwell

Reco rder Music

Paul, Lloyd & Bethan Evans

Belted Paid Dem.
Jack Warburgh

Video

John Beaumont

Catering

Alan Trevethan

Bob & JessHunt Laura Aldridge Emily Lovelock Helpers
Rosemary Jackson Fancis Amery Rus=| Phillips Ken Baker
Heather Kelly Robyn Hackwell Leona Chalmers Noel Boulting

Chris & Rob Little Lorma Hicks Lynda McGowan
Sandy & Emily Lovelock Mike Gould Snger Costumes
Rita & David Menzies Emily Lovelock Jan Day Doorman Jean Peters

Mary & Malcolm Pole Laura Tapson Peter Peters Mo Dalton

Margaret-Anne & Harry Robertson

YZ

MO DALTON'’S CEILIDH. - A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE.

Idon’t know how long Mo had been planning the Ceilidh, but for me it started just before Easter 2004
when Mo casually asked.” What are you doing on Monday nights?” Now after the cake carrying
ceremony for Medway’s 80th Anniversary ball you might have thought that | would have stopped and
conddered the posdble anglesfora moment ortwo before answering “Nothing Mo, why?” But, too late, |
wasdrawn in like a salmon aftera fly.

We began practicing just after Eagter.

The theme was Scottish Country Dancing Through the Ages and the dances slected for our group
ranged from OIld Norse to mid 20th Century and were:

“The Reel of the Black Coc ks”

Thiswasprobably everybody’sleast favourite dance and d atesback several centuries. It wasdevised to
be danced in the confines of a crofters kitchen. The mob caps and shawls made the ladies instantly
unrecognisable.

“The Earl of Erol”

A set dance of four parts which was performed by one set of ladies although we all practised it just in
case. There were fartoo many poussttesforme to cope with.

Thisdance dated from the early 1800s, and the dreseswere (I think) Empire Line.

10
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“Montgomeries Rant”

An elegant strathgpey verson of the fun dance that we know asMontgomeriesRant today and not a hint
of the tandem reelsand multi-couple setsto the dancing couple that we, in Medway at least, go in for.
The main surprise here wasthe announcement after the summer break that we would all have costumes.
Fock coatsand knee breechesfor the men with white socksand buckle shoes, fancy waistcoats, jabots
and lace cuffs, oh! and ball gowns for the ladies. The gasps of appreciation from the audience were |
think partly due to the costumesthemselvesand partly due to the fact that all four setswere in costume.
A tribute to our Wardrobe Mistress and her Herculean efforts which continued right up to the dress
rehearsal.

“The Orkney Wedd ing Dance o r Axum Reel.”

This garts with a promenade where the men choose their partner with a kissthen form up around the
Bride and Groom, progres®sthrough strathgpey to reel and finisheswith the ladieskissng the Groom and
the men kissng the Bride. For some reason thiswasa populardance but it did take a lot of rehearsng to
get it right.

“The Reel of the 51st Highland Division”

This was a rather more robust verson of the dance we know today and an opportunity, for some
membersof the team at lead, to attempt to hurl each other from the dance floor during the turns. There
was also some banter during rehearsals about the relative abilities of the Royal Navy, Royal Engineers
and the ScotsGuardswhen it came to marching. At least no costumeshere, just kilts.

And of course
“The Sword Dance o f Papa Sour”

Idon’t think any of those taking part ever expected to getthrough it without any mistakesand in the end
we alldanced it from just one postion, exceptthatis forone young lady from the Juniorswho stood in at
rehearsalsfor whoever wasmising and who must have danced every part except the leaders. She also
stood in where required forall the other dancesaswell astaking part with the Juniorsin theirown dance.
I'm pretty sure that she did some Highland d ancing aswell asfinding time to dressup asone of the Brides
for Orkney Wedding Dance. (I've had to have a breather afterjust writing all that.)

The tabards we wore with the Knights Emblems also had pictures of the Seven Dwarfson the indde and
somebody (why are you all looking at me?) sugg ested in the dressrehearsal that we reverse tabards for
a laugh. Mo washalfway through the wordsaccompanying the Svord Dance before she looked up and
saw what we haddone.

Retribution came during the actual Ceilidh.

Just aswe were dancing off, having breathed a huge sigh of relief at getting through the sword dance
without any mistakes, The MC announced that if the audience clapp ed and cheered enough he would
callusbackforan encore and that we would reverse our tabards.

Panic set in on two counts. One, could we repeat the dance without any mistakes (if so it would be a first
for us) and two, having been pinned and sewn into our tabards would we be able to reverse them in
time? In the event we managed both and I think the audience enjoyed it. We certainly did,

Ididn't get to see many of the other turnsbut the Juniorsdoing the Weaving Lilt certainly impressed me
(and made me proud that they were Medway’s Juniors).

I can’t help wondering that if seven Juniors had been doing the sword d ance would they have done it
with real swordsinstead of sticks? They are a credit to theirteacher.

What can one say about the Cake Walk? Wonderfully performed, superb costume!

've seen it performed once more snce the Ceilidh and just hope that it's not something that one is
expected to do when one becomesex-treasurerat Medway. | might just have to die in office.

| haven’t mentioned names other than Mo’sbecause everybody put in a great effort over a period of
more than sx monthsto make a succ essof the Ceilidh. Much credit must go to Mo for being able to pull
it alltogether. | also haven’'t mentioned every contribution on the night, I'm sorry but | spent a lot of time

11
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in the changing rooms making sure that | had the right socks with the right costume (and getting my
breath back) and miseed many items. I look forward to the release of the video to get the whole picture.

Asa participant | certainly enjoyed the evening and it isfantastic to also be able to say that we raised
£1080.00 for charity.

Bob Hunt, Medway and District Caledonian Assoc iation

12
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SOCIETY PROFILES — No. 1
CANTERBURY ST. ANDREW'’S SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP

In 1963 Elee n Aycott spotted a notice in the local paperinviting people to go Scottish Country Dancing.
Two ladiesform the Quakers, who had some records, were hoping to start a group at the Riends Meeting
House in Canterbury. Hleen had danced in London and had some records herself, 0 went along with
herdaughter.

Sometimesa lady wasseen outsde listening to the music. One day she plucked up courage to come in
and eventually joined in the dancing. Her name was Angela but became known as FHona. Nothing
unusual you might think, except she brought her budgiesalong to the clasd

The group almost folded but Eleen, who wasteaching by now, decided to join KASSand put the group
on a more formal bads. Diane Kirkbank, who was scretary for 20 years, joined in the early days. S did
Mike and Barbara Armstrong. Mike was chairman for some time. He and Barbara would invite usto an
end-of-year picnic dance in their garden. The group wasreconstituted in 1977. Day schools were held
at the Dominican Priory. The first ‘proper dance isrecorded in 1978. Bill Young charged £10 for the
music for the evening, admisson was75p.

The group moved to the then new University of Kent at Canterbury, then & Pauls Hall and then Barton
Court. Currently we meet at Canterbury College on a Fiday night. The dance studio hasa lovely sprung
dance floor and now they have air-conditioning it should be pleasant in the summer, General clases
are held d uring term times, A beginnersclasswas discused for some years but it was not until Marion
Dredge bravely took her ‘prelim’ that a beginners classwas formed. Several of the beginners have
blosomed and are very keen dancers. Beginners clas®s are held in the autumn and Sring Terms.
Some of ourdancersgo to other clubsand Scottish Societies. We attend d ay schools, the summer school
at X Andrews and variousother eventsand holidays. Some go to Pat Ansell'sThursday classand are in
the demonstration team, dancing at such diverse placesas Chidet fete, the university and the Salvation
Army where they are made welcome at their Burnsnight.

In 2003 we held a 40 year celebration dance. Green Ginger provided the musc. Caterers gave a
speech and EHleen cut the cake. Secial mention must be made of Hleen who ill teaches us. She
absolutely hatespeople stting down and frequent criesof ‘come along’ can be heard when the dance
iscalled d uring class She keepsusin order with those steely eyeswhich ssmehow managesto twinkle at
the same time! John Hildick-Smith too k over when Eleen wasill. We usually have two dancesa year, our
autumn dance thisyearisat a new venue, Littlebourne Village Hall. So we shallbe pleased to have your
feedback. English Folk dancersuse the hall and speak highly of it. We have hosted KASSdances and
tea dances.

By the time thisisprinted, Elee n willhave celebrated her 80t birthday. Pat Ansell hasdevised a dance in
herhonour, Eleen’sMedley, in square formation.

Our current Chairman is Andrew Helbling, He makesan announcement with a laconic style —we must
have the shortest AGM’sever! He hasusin stitcheswith hisget-upsfor Comic Relief and Children in Need
and urgesusto “fork-it-oot” when we make a mistake. He and his wife, Jenny, host a barbecue and
dance in the summerterm and we have a lovely evening, dancing tillit finally getstoo dark.

We like to think we are a happy vibrant club and look forward to another 40 years.

13
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Committee and Members of Canterbury S Andrew’s

Read more about BEleen's ce lebration in “Around the Soc ieties”

14
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MALLORCA FEBRUARY 2005

We first went on a dancing holiday in 1997, with Robin Hlisto Fuengirola in $ain. When Robin’slast tour,
to Mallorca, wasannounced we felt we had to join the party.

We were flying from Gatwick, with take off at a ridiculous hour and the requirement to checkin 2 hours
before that, so we took advantage of car parking and a room at the Ramada Jarvishotel about 6 miles
from Gatwick. We were comfortable enough there, but | would look for another closer hotel if we do it
again —that one isa very rambling place and we had a room a very long way from reception and the
dining room. There was a luggage room, so we were able to leave our suitcases there and take the
ovemight bag to our room. Unfortunately, when we retrieved the luggage at 5:30 am one of usforgot the
suiter which contained my kilt, and we did not notice the omisson until we had checked our luggage
into the airport (fortunately, lwasable to retrieve the suiter on our return to collect the car!).

The early flight wasthe usual charter plane —minimal service and cramped seats, but we did get a good
breakfast and had a following wind so we arrived in Mallorca in good time: - collect the luggage, join
the coach and off to our hotel. We arrived at about 12:00 —unpack and then look around the hotel for
lunch. We started to discover the problemsof Mallorca in February: it isthe off-season, so lots of tourist
facilities are not yet open. We did manage to get a bar lunch of a toasted sandwich (experience in
Fain and elsewhere isthat toasted sandwichesare universal, alwayswith ham and chee se —quite tasty,
but getsa bit boring aftera time).

Afterwards we wandered down to the town and discovered practically every shop was closed — off-
season. We did find one excellent liqguor store which wasopen, so we were able to stock up with suitable
refreshmentsfor the coming weeKk.

The tour rep wanted to offer usthe possbility of a vigt to a Night Club: snce we planned to dance every
evening, the only night available for such a visit wasthe Saturday night when we arrived, so he agreed to
brief uson all the attractionsavailable, including the night club, at 17:00. Asit happened, no-one wanted
the night club, but we did book several coach toursto make sure we saw the idand through the week.
The discusdon wasin a corer of the main hotel lounge, and the rep had to compete with a disco which
wasoperating from a stage in the comer of the lounge!

The sesdon with the rep let usmeet the othersin the party. There were a small number who had been on
Robin’s original dance tour, also to Magaluf, and to the same hotel. There were others we knew from
around Kent and from other dancing holidays, including four of our friends from Watford, so we all knew
each other. Unfortunately, the numberswere low —about 22 dancersand Robin had only himself and Eric
forthe band (two othershad called off at the last minute).

Mealsin the hotel were excellent. It was all buffet service, but that suited us—we could go at our own
pace and no hold-ups waiting for waiters. They served a full English breakfast — bacon and eggs of
various orts, sausagesand lotsof other goodies. Their bread and croissantswere baked in an oven in the
dining room, 0 they were very fresh. To start we had a selection of various cereals and muedi or fruit
salad peachesor prunes. There was even a container with poridge, but | am afraid that looked rather
sad 0 1 did not try it. Smilarly, dinner provided a roast of some sort, various grills, and kebabs, lots of
vegetablesand of course salads. They did have paella on some evenings—Itried that, but it wasnot very
fishy so |1 did not try it again. Dessrts were

extensve and varied — at least there were

some variationsin the gateaux, but the main

selection of créme caramel, fruit of various

sortsand a cheese board did not change.

Dancing started on Sunday evening and
was sheduled for each evening thereafter.
A programme of 14 dances each evening,
starting at about 20:30 with a break half way
through. We usually managed two sets, even
for the 5 couple dances, but it was a bit
exhausting, and dancing on a hard carpet
led to some muscle strainsby the end of the
week, so the floor started getting a bit empty
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attimes. Robin and Eic did usproud with their playing and kept a good pace up throughout the week.
We had Lorraine Chase as MC — she led usin walk-throughs at 20:00 each evening before the band
struck up. Most of the programm eswere familiar dances, but there were two — Anniversary Tensome and
the Burns Centenary Srathspey —which were new to usand some of the other dancers. Needlessto say
some of usforgot some of the finer pointsbefore the dance came up on the evening, but Lorraine kept
usgoing with a commentary asthe dancing proceeded.

Our first excurson wasto Palma. We caught a public service busand were carried through to the centre
of Palma. There wasa wait for the busto arrive, while a large number of localsasembled at the busstop
to wait, and needlessto say they were first on the busto the extent that there was no room for us.
Fortunately another busdrove up while we wondered what to do —an empty one, 0 Rita and | enjoyed
comfortable seatsforthe trip while the rest of our party were standing in the first bud

The centre of Palma seemed to be a chaotic building ste. The cathedral and the royal palace st on the
top of an escarpment looking down on a marina with a fountain. We found our way through the road
worksand other building work to a set of stairswhich led up to the base of the cathedral. Frst impresson
wasthat that too was shut for the building work, but when we walked all round we found a door with a
clerk who took our money and admitted us. We passd through the treasure house into the main
cathedral —a magnificent building with lots of rose windows and lots of paintings and statues — all very
impressve and very interesting. There was clearly a Moorish influence in the architecture, but it all hung
together nicely. Afterwards we found a café which was prepared to serve us with the usual toasted
sandwich of ham and cheese. We split the party going through the cathedral at ourindividual paces, so
we had some fun communicating with mobile phone text messagesto arrange where to meet, but asit
happ ened there wasa window at the back of the café and the others aw usthere asthey pas®d.

The nexttrip wassupposed to be a coach tourto Formentera, the Cape at the Northern end of Mallorca.
Our first stop wasat a leather factory with all sorts of shoesand other leather goods on display for usto
buy: a bit of a waste of time for some of uswho did not want anything in leather. The coach then went
on towardsthe Cape and climbed some hair raisng roadsround hairpin bendswith steep dropson one
sde to a viewpoint where about a dozen coaches had all dropped their pasengers to see the view.
After a short climb there wasa magnificent view of the North West coast —a good photo o pp ortunity.
Then back to the coach again and down to Formentera, not the Cape but the Hotel and resort. The
hotel wasclosed and the beach wasnot inviting in the cold weather we were suffering. There wasa cafe
open which allowed some of usto warm a little with some coffee. We were told that the road to the
Cape was too difficult for the coach to go there: having seen the previous part of the road, it was
believable, but it wasa disapp ointment. Fom there we went back to the last sgnificant town and were
given time for lunch, then it wasback to the coach for the journey home, but on the way there wasa
further stop at a commercial development — an interesting development looking rather like Disneyland
without the rides, but with lots of shops, most closed waiting for the season to start!. We did manage
coffee and a doughnut.

Our final trip wasto the Dragon Caveson the East coad. Thistime we had a stop at a factory making

artificial pearls — interesting, but it would have been nice if ssmeone had explained the processto us

while we watched the workerscreating the goods. We did get a birthday present for our granddaughter,

so it wasnot entirely a waste of time. There wasalso a dinosaur park with a number of modelsbesde the

factory which filled in a few minutes waiting for the bus. The East coast has a number of very fine

beachesin small coves, each of which isbeing developed with a set of hotelsand apartments for the
holiday season. We passd through several such developments — all
closed waiting for the sesason —and stopped on one headland which
gave a view of the coad, cliffs and coves. The coach driver found
one café which wasopen and released usforlunch.

The dragon cavesare truly magnificent —you descend into the earth
and follow a path through arrays of stalactites and stalagmites, and
are left to proceed at your own pace down the path. It wasall very
well lluminated and there was only one path which stretched for a
mile or s0 down to the depths where we found a lake and a set of
seats waiting for us. There must have been a thousand or o in the
party, and we all asembled waiting to see what would happen on
the lake: the lights went out and three boatsappeared, each lit up.
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One wasloaded with a chamberorchestra, and they entertained uswith a range of piecesincluding the
Barcarolle from the Talesof Hoffman. When they finished we had a different path to follow through more
cavesto the exit, then on to the busand, you have gues®d it, yet another coffee shop. Snce the idand
is fairly small, they seem to have to make all these stops to pad out the day trip (I wonder what
commisson they get from the various stopping placedl). FAnally, we rejoined the bus and went straight
backto the hotel which wasa relief.

The main problem with the holiday wasthe temperature. We looked at the televison weather forecasts
and found the UK was passng through a cold spell, but unfortunately so was Mallorca! | am glad we
went to support Robin, and the dancing was enjoyable, but Mallorca does not app eal. The choice
seemsto be going in the summer when the beachesand so on willbe crowded and all the facilities will
be open and crowded, or go in the off ssason when nothing isopen. Altogether not attractive at my
time of lifel

David Menzies, Medway And District Caledonian Assoc iation

SOCIETY PROFILES — No. 2

MEOPHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB

The Meopham Scottish Country Dance Club wasfounded on Monday 24th September 1962 by Mr Glen
Pollock, his wife Amy and a group of friends from Meopham and Gravesend, who, having learnt the
badc techniques of Scottish Dancing at evening clases held at Meopham School by Kent County
Council, wished to put their knowledge into practise, and to enjoy social dancing with other clubsin
Kent.

Mr Pollock was elected first chairman of the club, which met on Monday evenings in the small hall at
Meopham Village Hall from September until May. Forty yearslater the club still meetson Monday but the
yearisnow extended till June. The original membership numbersof the club wasfixed at 32, enough for 4
sets of dancers but attendance was usually half that number. The present membership totals 26 and
dancing takesplace now in the large hall except for the second Monday each month when the local
gardenersclub unfortunately have a booking for this. We ill carry on in the small hall but it can be very
cosy attimed

In 1963 the club wasalffiliated to KASSand Mr Pollock aswellasbeing chairman at Meopham wasinvited
to be the chairman of KASSfor 1967-69.

The club held its first Guest Dance, asit wasthen called in December 1962, with music played by Bob
Duncan and his Band who continued to play for the dances until 1969 when he emigrated to South
Africa. A dance wasbooked but with no band! Jim Pollock sugg ested that a fellow dentist friend who
had just formed a band for relaxation should be asked to play. S0 Robin Hlisand his Caledonian County
band came to play at the dance and has done so every 2 Saturday in March and December ever
snce. The club hasheld 2dancesa season regularly first at the vilage halland then, in 1996 a succ esdul
move wasmade from the village hall venue to Northfleet School for Girls for the Chrissmas Dance. With
increasng numbers wishing to enjoy this event the village hall was now too small to accommodate so
many dancersin comfort and safety. The spring dance although not aswell attended asthe Chrissmas
dance soon followed and is now held at the same

venue.

A 40t Anniversary dance took place in 2002 and ex-
chairman Alex King and Patricia Barr attended along
with other ex chairman who still dance regularly at
the club. Alex King made a special journey with his
wife Rita from $ain to attend the occ ason.

In 1977 Meopham joined Gravesend and District
Sottish Assciation to hold its firss Open Air Picnic
Dance in the grounds of Cobham School in aid of
charity. Frank Reid, Robin Hlisand Caber Feidh have
all played at this event. When Cobham Hall was no longer available a change was made to Nurstead
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court in Meopham. The event gill takesplace on the 3d Saturday each July at another venue, Northfleet
S hool for Girls. Although not on the grand scale as Cobham Hall the dance is gill very popular with an
extra bonusofindoordancing in the event of rain.

For many yearsthe dancing tuition wastaken by Joyce Bach. Joyce reluctantly gave up thispostion last
year and now enjoys stting on the sdelines letting someone else do the work. Various volunteers now
take turnsweekly with dance instruction.

The present club Chairman is Bl McFarlane, very well known in the North Kent dancing area. His father
was a founder member of North Kent Scottish Asociation. Our longest serving member is Mrs Eleen
Physick who joined the club in 1963 and was also club secretary from 1969 until 1991 when Jane
Whittington took over. Hleen still plays an active part at the club as committee member and dance
arranger forour club dances.

Some of our past chairmen have of course passd on. Jim Pollock, his wife Amy, Scottie Armstrong and
wife Peggy amongst these. Harry Sade (former member of the London Sottish Regiment and a great
dancer) dill livesin Htham; Joe Beaman now livesin Bath. Charlie Meser moved to Majorca and isno
longer in touch but we «ill hear news of Alex King (our MC for many years when Scottie retired) from
Alicante, Sain. Pat Barr hasrecently moved to Dorset and Jim MacQuillan (who was also our MC) till
livesin Dartford and isvery much involved with the Hlenor Hospice movement.

Former Chairmen 4ill dancing are Joyce and Brian Bach, Hizabeth Trader, Eleen Physick, Heather Kelly
and Jane Whittington. The club welcomesvistorsto join the dancing evening on Monday nights.

Jane Whittington, Eleen Physick, Meopham Sco ttish Country Dance Club

THE KINGS AND QUEENS OF SCOTLAND: PART 1 - THE MAID OF NORWAY
Harry Robertson, Medway And District Caledonian Assoc iation

Your Hitor hassugg ested that | write a pilot article on the kingsof Scotland and if it provespopular then
to convert it into a series. Asthe firss monarch chosen has a short life | though | would begin with an
introductory potted history of Scotland.

Sotland, like the rest of Britain and Ireland, wasinhabited by Celtish tribes. The Celtswere a wide-spread
people, stretching from the Black Sea to Ireland. They arrived in Britain in a series of migrations. In
England the main route wasfrom East Anglia, Kent and the South East coast and each migration would
displace the previousinhabitantstowardsthe north and west in a ripp le effect. Acc ording to legend the
main route into Scotland wasvia Ireland and the Irish themselveshad come directly from northern Sain.
There isnot enough evidence to prove ordisprove thislegend.

The Romans tried to conquer Scotland and failed. They tried first to settle the border with the Scottish
tribes between the Forth and the Clyde but eventually pulled back to a line between the Solway Frth
and the Tyne (Hadrian'sWall). Between the Walland the Forth and Clyde the Romanshad client tribesto
protectthem from the more hodtile tribesfurther north.

By about 500 AD, fourrecognisable peopledstates existed in Scotland, the Picts, the Irish Scots, the British
kingdomsof Srathclyde and the Gododdin.

The Picts were the largest group occupying most of Scotland above the Forth and Clyde. They are ill
mysteriousin many ways but the most famousfact about them wastheirinheritance customs, which was
strictly through the female line. Kingsbecame kingsbecause their motherswere heireses. The children
of kingswere otherwise e xcluded from the succ esson. The Pictseventually united with the Irish Scotsand
appearto have been absorbed into their culture.

The Sotsor Sotti came from northern Ireland and occ upied the Argylishire coast. It isnot clear when
they first arrived but probably between 200 and 300 AD. In the late 5th century Irish princesarrived and
took over the settlementsand made a separate kihgdom for themselves (Dalriada). Eventually, in about
847 King Kenneth of the Dalriada became King of the Picts as well (through his Pictish mother) and the
two nationswere then linked by the same king.

The Kingdom of Srathclyde had itscapital at Dumbarton and covered most of south-west Scotland and,
at varioustimes, Cumbria aswell. It lost itsindependence at the end of the 9th century and became a
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dependency of Scotland being normally ruled by the heir to the Scottish throne. Srathclyde retained its
own identity until the 12th century before being finally absorbed into Scotland.

The Kingdom of the Gododd in held a smilar postion in south east Scotland as Srathclyde in the west. It
covered (at its maximum extent) the Lothiansdown to Northumberland with its capital at Edinburgh. It
wasthe weakest of the statesand wasoverwhelmed by the Anglo-Saxon invadersby about the end of
the 6th century. Itsmilitary strength must have been sapped when itsroyal family and, therefore, many of
the valuable troops, moved down to north Wales to settle. The king, Cunedda, is claimed as the
ancestorof allthe subsequent Welsh royal families.

Now forone of Scotland'sleast known monarchs. Margaret, the Maid of Norway (1286 - 1290).

Margaret was heiressto her grandfather, King Alexander lll, called the Glorious, (1249 - 1286). Hisreign
started well. He married Margaret of England, daughter of King Henry llland had three children, two sons
and a daughter. But disaster and d eath struck the family. Frstly, his wife died in 1275, his second son,
David in 1281, his daughter Margaret in 1283 (in childbirth) and his first son Alexander in 1284.King
Alexander married a second time in October 1285 but he died 5 monthslater from a fall from hishorse at
night near Kinghorn in Hfe in 1286. Hisonly descendant washisdaughter'schild, Margaret of Norway.

King Alexander's daughter, Margaret, was only 11 years old when she was despatched to Norway in
August 1281 to marry itsyoung king, Eik Il. He wasnot much older being only 13. Despite their tender
age they must have led a full married life soon after the wedding as she gave birth to a daughter,
(another Margaret) born at Tonsberg on the 9th of April 1283 but unfortunately dying in the process With
the death of heruncle, Alexander, Margaret of Norway wasdeclared heiressof Scotland in 1284 aged 10
monthsand on the death of her grandfather she became Scotland'sfirst reigning Queen at the age of a
fewweeksunder 3 years.

Sotland wasin turmoil. Itsmonarch wasnot only a child (its first in the country's history) but lived outsde
the country. Sx Guardiansof the Kingdom were app ointed to act asa Regency Council, made up of
two bishops, two earls, one lord and the High Seward of Scotland. King Edward of England could not
resst from fishing in troubled waters and strived to bring about an early Union of the Crowns by
negotiating a Treaty of Marriage between hisyoung son Edward (the future Edward Il) and the young
Queen. Although King Edward maintained that Scotland would retain itsindependence, he ensured
that the clerksinserted minor clausesthat allowed him loopholes. It wasone such clause that allowed
Edward to take posssdon of the Ide of Man (then part of Scotland) in 1290. (Edward, asthe Welsh and
Sotswould know wasthe original neighbour from Hell!)

Asthe couple were closely related (first coudns) it wasnecessary to seek a digpensation from the Pope
before the marriage could proceed and thiswas eedily agreed.

Edward of England put presaire on the Scottish parliament for the child to leave Norway as soon as
possble, so that she could be brought up in England and a letter from the Guardianswastherefore sent
to Norway dated 17 March 1290.Edward sent a great ship, fully equipped and provisoned with a crew of
40, to Norway in May 1290 to bring the little Queen back to England but King Erik refused to allow his
daughterto embark so it had to return empty, much to the anger of King Edward.

However, King Erik then arranged for the little Queen to travel directly to Scotland in the Autumn of the
same year and she was accompanied by Bishop Narve of Bergen and the Baron Haakonson and his
wife. Alasthere were stormsoff the Orkney coast and the little girl, never very strong, died on board ship
in the handsof the Bishop. The exact date of herdeath isuncertain but it isbelieved to have been 26th
September 1290. Technically, Queen Margaret never touched Scottish soil because the Orkneys, at this
time, were part of Norway. The ship returned the body to Norway where her father King Erik had the
coffin opened and closely examined the body before acknowledging that it washisdaughter'scorpse.

The little child, not yet 8 yearsold, wasburied besde her motherin the stone wall on the north sde of the
choirin Christ's Church Bergen.

The consequences of the Queen Margaret's death was the disastrous war between England and
Sotland which lasted for about 400 years. King Edward could not forget he had Scotland so nearly in his
grasp so he tried to take by force what he lost through marriage.
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King Eik obvioudy liked Scottish women because he married secondly, Isabella, the sster of Robert the
Bruce but had no further children. He died in 1299 aged 31.

Fnally, in the year 1300, one year afterthe death of King Eik, a woman from Lubeck in Germany claimed
to be the "lost" Queen Margaret. This"false” Margaret wastried, convicted and burned asan impostor at
Nordness Bergen and her husband beheaded in 1301.The court had no difficulty in finding the accused
Guilty knowing how closely the late king had examined the little Queen'scorpse before itsburial.

7 KHSRQEBY

ADVANCE NOTICE: ADATE FOR YOUR DARIES

s G
KASSAutumn Dance

12November , 2005 aPetts WoodMemorial Hall
BOK YOURTICKETS EARLY fromyour club seaetary!
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QUIZ

Ann Townend has cleverly put together a verse that combines a number of Sco ttish Dances. | must say |
once co nsidered something similar but couldn’t work in my favourite puns - where can you slot phrases
such asa “Nun, so pretty” and “The knees of Mag gie knoc k together” into a story? Ann hascounted 67
dances (butone isabit of a cheat) —how many can you spot? No prizes excepting the glow of personal

achievement —The Hitor

Ceilidh Poem

Whilst working at my deskon a cloudy summer'sday
Ithought ‘I feel so tired, I'll have to get away’.

My mind isin a fidget from burning midnig ht oil

I'll take a rest and be thankful, away from my daily
toil

The planesare all booked up by now, the trains are
on go-sow

So I'llget into my carand to Scotland Iwillgo.

Ittook three daysto get there, the traffic was © bad
But | ended up in Glasgow w here | met my Glasgow
lad.

“Now w hat should | be seeing?” | asked this brisk
young lad

‘I'll send you off to friends of mine, to see you they’ll
be glad.

Just take the road to Mallaig” hisface waswreathed
in smiles

“Round the Devil's Hbow to meet MacDonald of the
Ides’.

Say a while with Bonnie Anne and when it’'stime to
sally forth

Go onto Muirland Willie and then Rose of the North.
Captain Whitesde, Duke of Perth, I've friendsin every
sphere”,

I thanked him for his kindness but quietly thought
“Oh, dear”.

I've only got two weeks up here, his ideas will take
time.

I'll find my own way round thisland, I'm sure I'll be just
fine.

His plans for me, | have to say, were really rather
scary

So | set off for the Ide of Skye, my spiritslight and airy
Broadford Bay and Culla Bay were sparkling in the
sun

I had a really lovely time. After all, it’sjust for fun.

| then went south from Oban, down round Guthrie
Toe.

Where | met a highland fair un by three ssters of
Glencoe.

“Come to the fair and join the fun” the word was
quickly spreading,

To raise a glassand dance a jog to celebrate Marie’s
Wedding.

Ithought “I'll op and look around, | fairl can’t resst
And while I'm here I'll treat myself to a wee dram of
Scotch Migt

They made me very welcome and bid me to join in
“The music makars are here” they said, “so let the
pary begin”
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“Haste to the wedding, have some fun, make the pary
fine and dandy

Let’s have a ceilidh, drink some wine and feast on sugar
candie

Imet such a jolly crowd that day, the finest in the land

The merry dancerstook to the floorto Seton’sCeilidh Band
The pretty ladieslaughing said “Before the night isover
We'll have you all up on the floordance the Irish Rover”

The lagt of the lairds, a spiffin chap, the gentleman and his
wife

Regaled uswith mermy talesof the wee Coopero’ Ffe.

MissAllie Anderson, dressed to kill, quite took Tommy Ford’s
fancy

But that wasquickly dealt with but a sdeswipe from Spouse
Nancy

Wicked Willie, naughty boy, in triumph yelled in glee

“At lagt I've got that highland lassto st upon my knee.

The Laird of Milton’sdaughter hasa dim and shapely body

Willsomeone kindly give hera bucket of hottoddy?”

My ‘one wee dram’ went on and on, we all got tight as
ticks

And the bonnie lassof Bon Accord got herself in quite a fix

The dancing master's had enough, he’scrashed out onto
the floor.

And Jack o'Carron groaned and said “I can’t drink any
more!”

The ladies of Dunse had all passed out, beer sainson their
gowns

When MrsHelpb urn belches, old MissNancy frowns.

We wished each other happy returns and said let's meet
again

By the time | left that merry band the moon was on the
wane.

Ileftto lay my aching head at aninn called Ship O’'Grace
The very next day the weather broke so | packed my things
in hage.

The sky above wasdarkening with wild geese on the wing
Then le tempete broke in force, a truly awesome thing.

The tall trees round the snging sandswere tormn limb from
limb

Their brancheshured into the loch by force of the whistling
wind

My trip up here | hoped would be a tribute to the borders
But thanks to the torrential rain, became the meeting of
the waters.

| sood and watched the wind on Loch Fyne then found
my route wasblocked

So | sat and waited out the ssomm with the minister on the
loch.
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At lad, the waters drained way and | was free to
roam.

I've reached the gatesof Edinburgh to take the train
back home.

I've had enough of driving, I'm going on alone

I'll let the train take the strain and my car can follow
me home.

The express that's taking me back south is racing
through the night.

Back to my friendsin Canterbury, back to the firesde
bright.

I've many happy memoriesof my vist to that area,
But next year | think I'll play it safe with a nice trip to
Bavaria.

Ann Townend

Answers are on Page 21
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY...
THE MINISTER ON THE LOCH

Reverend Dr Robert Walker Skating on Duddingston
Loc h

(c1795; 30x25 in) by Sr Henry Raeburn. National Gallery
of Sotland

Thisyear's picture for darkest winter is Henry Raebum’s
small portrait of Reverend Dr Robert Walker Sating on
Duddingston Loch. Painted some time in the mid-
1790’s , this lighthearted but exquidte portrait of a
learned Scottish Divine at his leisure isone of the most
popular pictures in the National Gallery of Sotland in
Edinburgh.

The unusual setting of Raeburn’s portrait may have
been suggested by the stter, who wasa keen member
of the Edinburgh Sating Society. He was, presumably,
proud of the skills he had acquired in figure skating,
described but his fellow enthusast Lord Cockburm as
‘the poetry in motion’. The elegant pose which he has
struck for Raeburn would have been recognised by 18th
Century skaters as the travelling postion. This dance
enabled the skater to cover the maximum distance
with the minimum of effort, and involved the difficult
act of maintaining balance while keeping both arms
folded acrossthe chest to reduce wind resstance.

The artist hasmade the mogst of the contrast between the sternly ascetic black costume of the Scottish
Minister and the wild backdrop of Duddingston Loch on which he isshown skating —a stretch of water at
the base of an outcrop of volcanic rock known as Arthur's Seat, just east of Edinburgh. The pinkish-grey
cragsand sky have been painted with great freedom, whereasthe figure of the Reverend Robert Walker
himself is © tightly drawn and painted that he appearsalmost as a slhouette against an icy vaporous
wilderness Perhaps this was the artist’s way of suggesing that, for all his apparent probity and self-
restraint, the minister was at heart something of a romantic —a man, at any rate, with a penchant for
communicating with nature.

Stter and artist were almost exactly the same age, Raeburn the younger by just a year. They may have
been friends, to judge by the affectionately playful character of the portrait. Raeburn had recently
travelled to Rome to study the art of antiquity and there are echoesof the antique in hissubject’spose,
which mock-heroically recallsthose of the marble figures of ancient Greek and Roman athletes. He is
shown in perfect profile too,asRoman emperorswere on coinsand medals.

The wsubject of the painting, however, recalls Dutch 17th Century art and in particular the works of
Hendrick Avercamp, who had popularised the genre of the winter landscape, peopled by skaters.
Reverend Dr Walker had spent his formative years in Holland — his father, Willam, also a minister, had
been trandated to Rotterdam when Robert wasfive —and retained a lifelong interest in Dutch history and
society. Aswellaspublishing a volume of sermonsand The Psalms of David Methodized, Walker was the
author of Observationson the National Character of the Dutch, and the Family Character of the House
of Orange. S Raeburn’spicture of him may have been intended to convey, among other things, his
affinity with Holland.

One of the most app ealing aspects of the picture is the extremely delicate painting of fine detalil,
particularly in the ice skatesand the ice itself. Thismay have been a legacy of Raeburmn’sapprenticeship
to the leading Edinburgh jeweller and goldsmith, James Gillland, as the art historian Duncan Thomson
haseloquently argued: ‘The filigree within the buckle on the strap at the skater sright knee and the taut
complexities of the arrangement of the pink ribbonsthat bindsthe skatesto his fioesare a reminder of
the manipulative skillsthat Raeburn must have developed during hisapprenticeship... Perhaps the tour
de force of observation and the finding of equivalent forms are the marks of the skater (or those who
have circled with him) has made on the ice: the curving groovesincised with some appropriate tool (a
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techniqgue not unusual for Raeburn) in a liquid, greyish white which hasbeen spread over a darker grey
that hasbeen allowed to dry and the edgesof these tiny furrows, more pronounced towardsthe bottom
of the picture, tipped in with a purer white to smulate the froth of ice thrown asde by the cutting blade’.

There may be also be a broader symbolic dimendon to thisportrait. Edinburgh in the late 19th century was
the centre of the Scottish Enlightenment - the city of David Hume and the Adam brothers, a place which
prided itself on being the intellectual capital of Scotland. Walker, who was a philosopher aswell asa
minister, was in many ways an embodiment of the gpirit of the Enlightenment and the tracery of
serpentine skate-tracks around him on the ice may be seen as a kind of metaphor for the free
movementsof histhought. While he isevidently something of an ecc entric, ecc entricity itself wasviewed
asa mark of freedom of thought in enlightenment Britain. That attitude isto be found in John Suart Mills
On Liberty, where the author says, in pasdng, that ‘Ecc entricity has always abounded’ —a remark with
which, I suspect, the skating minister would have wholeheartedly agreed.

Article spotted by David How, Gravesad,
and Kate Middleham, Sittingboune,
taken from the Sunday Telegraph, 12Decamber 2004

Kate adds:

“The Reverend Robert Walker Sating on Duddingston Loch” isthe famous painting by Scottish artist Sr
Henry Raeburn. However, the senior curator at the Scottish National Gallery has examined the work in
detailand hascast doubt on the actual artist. She thinksit may be the work of a Frenchman, Henri-Pierre
Danloux, who wasa “refugee” court-painter and came to Edinburgh during the French Revolution in the
1790’s. The Sugg edtion provoked instant outrage from fansof the painting asitisa Scottish icon.

AROUNDTHE SOCIETIES

CANTERBURY STANDREW'S SCOTTSH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP

Eleen Acott reached the milestone of 80 years on 6th April 2005 and we decided that this was an
occ adon that we should not let passwithout celebration particularly as Eileen has been teaching at
Canterbury for more than 40 years. Acc ordingly it wasagreed to mark the day (albeit two dayslate) on
Fiday at ourusual club evening when we knew that at leasttwo dozen people would come to dance. In
the event, we were thirty and that’'sa good number for an informal party, and one bottle of Sherry isjust
enough, allowing for non-drinkers and being a trifle (sherry trifle ha ha! Sorry about that) careful asyou
dop the drink into the glasses. (Plastic of course, only the best for Canterbury &. Andrews SCD). And so,
with just three weeksto go, we arranged for a cake to be bought, a card with a sprig of heather and
displaying Scottish country dancersto be egpecially made, and, the crowning glory, a dance to honour
Eleen'sbirthday to be devised by Pat Ansell. Sorted!

Snce “80 yearsyoung” already adormed another dance, Pat’'sdance, expertly (asone would expect)
and quickly completed, is titled smply “Eleen’s Medley”. Now all we had to do wasto get the demo
team to learn the dance with just two weeksto go. So with two % hour practice sessonsand much effort
on Pat's part, plus a hurried ten minute walkthrough beforehand in the ladies changing room at
Canterbury College (and a very cosly restricted area it is!) and after sherry and cake, the demonstration
wasmounted, much to Elleen’sdelight. It really isa most delightful dance and a joy to perform. All went
welland then everybody had a go. Qucc ess—now we really had it cracked. And you can dance it too,
when you attend ourdance on 21st May at S. Anselm’s Schoo |, Canterbury.

You might think that enough isenough, that's sufficient celebration for one night. But no, there’s more to
come.We had a cunning plan. We needed to make presentationsto two other people, but not wanting
to alert them to this fact we invited them to celebrate Eleen’s birthday (probably not as cunning as
Baldrick of Black Add er fame but well, it worked didn’t it?) Now Eleen had some idea that we would d o
something to mark her birthday, but none as to how we would actually do it. After all the
aforementioned excitement she wasalso presented with a painting of a horse (she isparticularly fond of
horses) beautifully executed by Janie Grimwood. What an evening for Eleen. And then ------ first we
surprised Ann Townend, who wasour secretary for seven years, with a flowering Cherry bush for her lovely
garden, of which she isrightly proud. And secondly, an even greater surprise for our previous ®cretary,
Diane Kirkbank, with twenty years srvice, who received a specially commissoned plate with a thistle in
the centre and ourtitle and “For Auld Lang Syne” around the edge. Nowwe may be sow but we do like
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to honour those who work so hard for the group and it transpiresthat when Diane laid down her quill and
stepp ed d own from her high stool, club fundswere somewhat parlous, to say the least, and we were in
no posdtion to be generous. Thus we have rectified our omisson. And it all made for a very happy
evening, culminating in a final modest presentation of a gift voucher to Pat Ansell for all her effort and
enthusiasm in devisng and teaching “Eleen’sMedley”. Then on with the dancing!

David Papa

COBTREE SLOTNSH COUNTRY DANCING GROUP

Thisyear marksan important milestone for Cobtree. It isour 30thanniversary. Not only that, it isalso John
and Jan Day’s ruby wedding anniversary. To mark these events we have arranged a very special
Celebration Summer Dance at Ditton Community Centre on Saturday 25th June. We have been lucky
enough to be able to book Fank Reid and hisband forthe dance. Ticketsare available from Jan Day.

Overthe last yearwe have welcomed a total of 1900 people to our club nightson Wednesday at Grove
Green Hall. In that time we have given £2000 to Maidstone Mencap whose fine work we have supported
since the formation of the group.

Thisyear, in addition to our own dance we willbe hosting the KASSAutumn Tea Dance on 2nd October
and continue with ourprogramme of demonstrations.

Vistorsand new membersare alwayswelcome at our club night every Wednesday throughout the year.

Brian Knell

DOVER SCOTTSH COUNTRY DANCING GROUP

Perhapsthe deciding factor wasan increase in hall hiring chargesin the New Year that prompted the
Dover SCD Group to move to a new venue. We had suffered each winter with inappropriate heating
and a lid cold concrete floorthat had started to Monday club nightsa bit of an ordeal. It really ishard
to dance with hat, scarf, gloves and leather jacket! However, we were lucky to find a superb new
community hall with not only a sprung floor but also under-floor heating. The radiators also worked! It
was also going to be much cheaper aswe wanted to make a block booking. So in January 2005 we
moved.

Our first evening saw usdressd, by habit, for the cold. Asthe evening progresed we had to peel off as
many layersaswe could, asour new venue —the Triangle Centre on the Poulton Industrial Estate at the
end of Coombe Valley Road, seemed to be sub-tropically warm!

The hall issplendid. On one wall are three spectacular ceramic murals. The lower level of the walls has
dowly changed coloursince January aspainting hasprogresed. And itisblissto stand fora moment, on
the spot, and feel the warmth coming up through one’s ghilies!! Monday club nights are now
completely different and we are aware of a change in the atmosphere. We start a little later, at 8.15
now, asa five-a-sde team use the sportshall before us. However, thatisa small price to pay for warmth,
a superb floorand a convenient kitchen complete with allmod-cons.

If this all readstoo good to be true — never fear you will have a chance to try it out for yourself. Our
OctoberDance isusually held at & Margarets Vilage Hall but asa prior one-off party haspre-booked for
2006 we are going to make use of our new venue. Furthermore, if your app etite hasbeen whetted and
you cannot wait till next year, then look out for the Autumn Tea Dance, which isto be held in Dover.
Guesswhere we will hold it. That’sright in our briliant new home. If you cannot wait till then, even, then
we would welcome any vistorson a Monday night — just drive past Buckland Hospital to the end of the
road, first left at the round-a-bout and first right —we are in the new building on the left.

Alan Fench

GRAVESED AND MEOPHAM SOCIENES
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MEDWAY AND DISTRCTCALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION

The Medway & Digtrict Caledonian Association held its firss RSCDS Medal Tests for Children locally, at S
Mary’sldand Community Centre Hallon Sunday 17 April 2005. Congratulationsto the 20 youngsterswho
danced through the variousgradesand attained the following results—

Introductory Grade — 2 pasedlcredit
Grade 1 - 5pasedl credit
Grade 2 — 3 credits/ 1 distinction
Grade 3-— 1 credit

Grade 4 — 3 credits

Grade 5-— 3 digtinctions

Our thankstoo to other classmemberswho weren’t doing the tests, but wilingly came along to make up
setsand partnerotherdancers.

Barbara Meade and Margaret Anne Robertson

Congratulations to all involved and thanks to Margaret Anne, Barbara and all their supporters for their
encouragement and hard work putin to teach the c hildren - The Eitor

MEOPHAM SCOTTSH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY
Dear friends,

Just had to let you know about my special birthday dance in February. | was having one of those awful
“noughty birthdays’ but instead of letting someone else do something I didn’t want to do | organised a
Fecial Brthday Scottish Country Dance.

| booked the village hall at Meopham and invited Meopham members, friends and relations whom |
thought might like to join in.

On the invitations| stipulated d ancing to commence at 8.00pm. By 7.30pm all of the dancershad arrived
and were gtting on their chairs waiting, shoeson! Sill no non-dancersat 7.50pm Thinking that my plans
were going to go haywire the non dancerssudd enly all turned up together. The programme consisted of
16 dances, some easy dances included. | welcomed everyone and said that | hoped dancers would
asdgst the non-dancersand the evening wasoffto a good start.

Paula Dyke acted asMC and caller. The first dance Cheviot Rant wasannounced, and the floor filled up
imm ediately. After that there was no stopping everyone. The dancers led the novices through the
dances smetimes with ease sometimes with hilarity. Children and adults alike, some whom have never
been seen on a dance floor before cad, reeled, made arches and circled and back. At half time my
eleven yearold Grandson said thiswasthe best party he had everbeen to.

| had planned the programme so that dancerscould dance some of the dances without guiding the
non-dancersbut when | looked around everyone wasup determined to have a go at everything on the
programme. Nobody wanted to be left outin fact.

The evening ended all too soon but everyone agreed that they didn't realise what good fun we have.
They all went home with music and laughter ringing in their ears. | hope it will be a night to remember. It
certainly wasfor me.

A friend told me thatthey were invited to a party last wee k-end. When they got there it wasa noisy disco
and was s dismayed afterthe Scottish Country Dance that they left aftera short time.

The only disapp ointing part of this tale is that there have not been any new recruits at Meopham on
Monday evenings.

RegardsJane

Jane Whittington

ORPINGTON AND DISTRCTCALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION

The large number of membersand friends who attended the Orpington & District Caledonian Society's
Ceilidh, held on 10 March at Petts Wood Memorial Hall, were treated to a most enjoyable evening.
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Bagpiper Hugh Mackay began proceedings in traditional style, followed by dancing which continued
throughout the evening, interspersed by various items of entertainment featuring members of the
Society. Pat Rowe's unacc ompanied snging of Scottish and Irish folksongs was truly moving. David
Cullens sde-splitting recitation on the travails of a Glaswegian bus conductor was followed by Edna
Cottrell on the accordion, an instrument so vital for a Scottish evening. The ladies of the Wednesday
group displayed their stunning new outfits, desgned by Valerie Vincent, and together with their
gentlemen performed the taxing dance 'Auchindoun Castle’. Dancing resumed after the interval when
members of the Monday Beginners Classdrew rapturous app lause for their performance of "Bramble
Circle"which began asa traditional country dance and then skilfully transformed into rock & roll. Popular
Sottish songswere performed by the trio Betty, Sylvia and Joan, accompanied on the piano by Betty
Davidson. Hisabeth Leishman, who convened the Ceilidh, then gave a rendition of 'Olde Tyme
Dancing', acc ompanied by Ledey Vincent at the piano. Membersof the Committee displayed a superb
range of acting skillsin a somewhat lessthan-profound setting of a Greek tragedy. Presdent Angela
Campbell then allowed the audience to 'recover, before thanking all participants for their contributions
to a highly entertaining evening.

Hisab eth Leishman

SIDCUP AND DISTRCTCALEDONIAN ASSCIATION

INMEMORUM

Andrew Wylie ; 1 st August 1933 — 12 th March 2005
O Hower of Scotland, When Will We See Your Like Again?

On a grey day in March, in a small chapel in hisadopted county of Kent, a hundred people gathered to
say farewell to Andrew. Led by a piper, he arrived to the tune of the Green Hills of Tyrol, entered chapel
to The Battle’s O’er and after a very moving service, departed to the haunting melody of Highland
Cathedral.

Andrewwasborn in Motherwell on 1¢ August 1933, the first of two sonsof Thomasand Hizabeth Wylie. His
primary education years were spent in Sotland but at the age of 11 he moved with his family to
Birmingham. Andrew’sfather waskeen on him learning a trade, 0o on leaving school at the age of 16 he
started work asan engineering apprentice. During histime asan apprentice, Andrew applied himself to
his studies and was rewarded by gaining his O.N.C. Although anyone who knew him would never
acc use Andrew of not having his feet firmly on the ground, during his apprenticeship years his thoughts
were podtively in the clouds. To be more accurate, he waspasdonate about learning to fly. Perhapshe
saw it asan escape from the noise, grease and clamour of the workshop. He joined the Air Training
Corps and won a scholarship entitling him to free flying training. All his gare time was ent working
towards a Private Pilots license and this he gained at the age of 19. On the strength of this training,
Andrew applied to join the Royal Air Force and at the age of 21 wasone of the only four selected by the
board out of 98 applicants.

The “buzZ’ of piloting Vampire jetsobvioudy didn’t give Andrew enough excitement because two years
later, in 1956, he married Margaret. Sadly, thissame year his RA.F. flying career was cut short by illness
and he wasobliged to redgn hiscommisson. With a courage and reslience that became histrademark,
Andrew, with strong support from Margaret, fought hisway back to good health and moved to Kent.
Here he returned to engineering and joined Marley Tiles as a draughtsman. Once again he applied
himself to hisstudiesand aftermuch hard work gained hisH.N.C. in engineering. While with thiscompany
Andrew wasacc epted asa Member of the Ingtitute of Mechanical Engineers.

Andrew and Margaret had two children, daughter Ann born in 1960 and son Sephen in 1965. In 1966
Andrew joined BICC where he stayed until his retirement in 1997. Several times during those 31 years
Andrew was hit by ill health but his courage carried him through, even after major surgery. There were
good timesaswell during these yearsforaswell during these yearsfor aswellasmaking a host of good
friends he also gained respect and admiration of his colleagues here and overseas. During this time
Andrew was acc redited with a patent and also achieved a Management Diploma. Three of the
highlights of thisperiod of hislife however were the birthsof hisgrandchildren, Nicola in 1986, Lisa in 1989
and Scott in 1996. Also in 1996, Andrew and Margaret celebrated their Ruby Anniversary. Sadly,
Margaret’'shealth deteriorated soon after thisand despite not being in the best of health himself, for the
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next five years Andrew cared tirelesdy for her. The strong support he received from family and friends
carried him through these yearsand especially so when Margaret died in October 2001.

After a brief spell at home, Andrew thought a cruise would be an ideal chance to collect his thoughts
and formulate his future plans, so he set sail for Africa. Happily, (for him and for us), he decided to
imm erse himself in Scottish Country Dancing (aswell asgolf, badminton and country walks). For the next
four years Andrew embarked on numerousholidays, dance clasesand social dancesaswell asregular
appearances with Maud’s Marauders demonstration team. During these years he made many friends,
asindeed he did throughout hislife. And so, on that grey day in March we gathered to pay ourrespects
to Andrew, a good companion and a gentleman. Notourlast respectsmind you, forrespect will remain
foraslong aswe remember him.

Terry Boorman

THANETAND DISTRICTCALEDONIAN SOCIETY

Members of Thanet and District Caledonian Society and friends of met at Minster Village Hall in Thanet
for their Annual Hogmanay Dinner and Dance.

Some sxty membersand friendssat down to Dinner consisting of cock-a-lee kie soup with crusty rollsand
butter, Seak and Porter Pie, tatties and a medley of vegetables, folowed by Profiteroles in a rich
chocolate sauce enhanced with Cherry Brandy. Tea a nd Coffee with Shortbread.

After dinner our Presdent Mr.... Don Macpherson got the evening underway with a couple of recitations
before getting everyone up on the floor for old favourites like Scottish Waltz, Gay Gordon's, Dashing
White Sergeant, Srip the Willow, Waltz Country Dance and fun dances like The Dhoon (danced with
great hilarity aswe found those who did not know right from left) These were interspersed with anecdotes
from Don Macpherson.

Membersofthe dance classdemonstrated their skilson the dance floor with a couple of dancesbefore
and after the quiz. The Quizwason London Underground Sations (Caledonian Road being the one that
foxed most people).

Asusual Don brought usup to midnight with a sng-a-long before joining Radio Two for the Bells, 2005 was
welcomed in with a Toast, ssreamersand greetings. Soon memberswere back on the floor dancing until

the wee sma hoursending of course with Auld Lang Syne

ANSWERS TO THE CEILIDH POEM QUIZ

Whilst working at my desk on a cloudy summer'sday
Ithought ‘I feel so tired, I'll have to get away’.

My mind isin a fidget from burning midnight oil

I'lltake a rest and be thankful, away from my daily toil

The planesare allbooked up by now, the trainsare on go-
slow

S I'llgetinto my carand to Scotland I willgo.

lttook three daysto get there, the traffic was © bad

But lended up in Glasgow w here I met my Glasgow lad.
“Now w hat should Ibe seeing?” | asked thisbrisk young lad
‘I'll'send you off to friendsof mine, to see you they'llbe glad.
Just take the road to Mallaig” his face was wreathed in
smiles

“Round the Devil's Hbow to meet MacDonald of the Isles”.

Say a while with Bonnie Anne and when it's time to sally
forth

Goon to Muirland Willie and then Rose of the North.

Captain Whiteside, Duke of Perth, I've friends in every
sphere”,

Ithanked him for hiskindnessbut quietly thought “Oh, dear”.

I've only gottwo weeksup here, hisideaswill take time.
I'llfind my own way round thisland, I'm sure I'llbe just fine.
Hisplansfor me,  have to say, were really rather scary

S | set off for the Isle of Skye, my spiritslight and airy
Broad ford Bay and Culla Bay were sparkling in the sun
Ihad a really lovely time. After all, it's just for fun.
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Mary Rose, Membership Secretary

Ithen went south from Oban, down round Guthrie Toe.
Where I met a highland fair run by three sisters of Glencoe.
“Come to the fair and join the fun” the word was quickly
spreading,

To raise a glass and dance a jog to celebrate Marie’s
Wedding.

Ithought “I'll stop and look around, | fairlcan’t resist

And while I'm here I'll treat myself to a wee dram of Scotch
Mist

They made me very welcome and bid me to join in

“The music makars are here” they said, “so let the party
begin”

“Haste to the wedding, have some fun, make the party fine
anddandy

Let's have a ceilidh, drink some wine and feast on sugar
candie

Imetsuch a jolly crowd that day, the finest in the land

The merry dancerstook to the floorto Seton’s Ceilidh Band
The pretty lad ieslaughing said “Before the nightisover
We'llhave you allup on the floordance the Irish Rover”

The last of the lairds, a spiffin chap, the gentleman and his
wife

Regaled uswith merry talesof the wee Cooper o’ Ffe.

Miss Allie Anderson, dressd to kil quite took Tommy Ford’s
fancy

But that was quickly dealt with but a sdeswipe from Spouse
Nancy




Wicked Willie, naughty boy, in triumph yelled in glee

“At last I've got that highland lassto sit upon my knee.

The Laird of Milton’'s daughter hasa slim and shapely body
Willsomeone kindly give hera bucket of hot todd y?”

My ‘one wee dram’ wenton and on, we allgot tight asticks
And the bonnie lassof Bon Accord got herself in quite a fix
The dancing master's had enough, he’s crashed out onto
the floor.

And Jack o’'Carron groaned and said “l can’'t drink any
more!”

The ladies of Dunse had all passd out, beer stains on their
gowns

When Mrs Helpb urn belches, old MissNancy frowns.

We wished each other happy returns and said let's meet
aga in

By the time | left that merry band the moon was on the
wane.

lleftto lay my aching head ataninn called Ship O'Grace
The very next day the weather broke so | packed my things
in haste.

The sky above wasdarkening with wild geese on the wing
Then |la tempete broke in force, a truly awesome thing.

The tall trees round the singing sands were torn limb from
limb

Their branches hurled into the loch by force of the whistling
wind

KASSAFFAIRS

KASSComnitteeMeding— ' MARCH005
Meeting 1/3/05 held at Cobtree Hall Maidstone

My trip up here lhoped would be a tribute to the borders

But thanks to the torrential rain, became the meeting of the
waters.

I stood and watched the wind on Loch Fyne then found my
route wasblocked

S | sat and waited out the storm with the minister on the
loch.

At last, the watersdrained way and |wasfree to roam.

I've reached the gates of Edinburgh to take the train back
home.

I've had enough of driving, I'm going on alone

I'll let the train take the strain and my car can follow me
home.

The express that's taking me back south is racing through
the night.

Back to my friendsin Canterbury, back to the fireside bright.
I've many happy memoriesof my visitto that area,

But next year | think I'll play it safe with a nice trip to Bavaria.

(Theched is tha Spotse Narcy shoud of couse beMy Spotse
Narcy. Aswell as Three Sisters of Glercog, |usedto b a dace
called Three Sisters, sothat's 68— arty more hiding inthere?

19 people attended representing 12 Clubg societies
Subject to a few minoramendmentsthe minutesof the last meeting were agreed.

No volunteershad come forward yet to replace the Secretary orthe Social Secretary in time for the next
AGM. The next Tea Dance wasto be held on March 20th, hosted by Medway. The Autumn Tea Dance
willbe hosted by Cobtree on October 2nd. The KASSHighland Ball will take place on 14th May hosted by
Dover and the KASSAutumn Dance will take place on November 12th hosted by Orpington. Lastly the
KASSWalk will be on Sunday 26th June hosted by RSCDS Tun Wells. For 2006 hosts are required for the
KASSBall on 13th May and the KASSAutumn Dance on 11th Nov. Due to the clash of datesthisyear the
diary now givesthe future datesup to 2010.

At the beginning of the meeting lain Kinnear, the Chairman, welcomed Alan Mills and Alan was
subsequently co-opted onto the committee as Newsdetter Editor. Rita Menzies and her trusty helper
David were thanked forall their effortsin producing the Newsdetter up to now.

The Treasurer circulated the acc ounts to date and explained several items. The Tea dances did not
cover their expenses ® the price may have to rise. The donationsthat KASSmake will be discussd at
the next meeting in time forthe Highland Balland the AGM.

The current posdtion on Insurance wasexplained by Ken Hamilton who had volunteered to take over this
area of responsbility and asthe cost of the premium wasnot now included in the KASSsubscription Clubs
had to contact Ken for Insurance cover. Medway, Orpington and Dover & E Kent had changed their
venuesfortheirweekly dancesand members dould contact the respective Secretary if they wish to visit
these clubs.

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 3rd May 2005 at 8pm
Peter Forrow , Seaetary

AN AIVERT ROMTHE KASS SERETARY

Vacancy
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Part ime Administrator wanted
Must have a pasdng interest in ethnic dance traditions, particularly Scottish
Must be available atthe beginning of March, May and Octoberin each year
Pleasanttelephone manner (and a telephone!) esential
Knowing how to use a typewriter orcomputerwould be an advantage

The ability to take minutesat enhanced talking speedsisdesrable

The ability to foretell the future or predict the unlikely isa key tool
Putting people’sproblemsand requirementsin front of yourown isa pre-requisite
Must satisfy the diverse needsof up to 57 regional membersand 4 board members

If you have any one of the above qualificationsyou may have what it takesto be the next Secretary of
KASS Do nottell anyone, they will put you off the idea, just apply now to the current Secretary, do not
enclose any references, money or any previous experience as the post is unremunerated and may
involve you in many enjoyable hours of office work, record kee ping, photo copying, e-mailing, stuffing
envelopesand shuffling papers

Oh lnearly forgota good memory would be helpfulimproved

Note. Thisadvert hasbeen improved by the equal opportunitiespanel

Hmmm , he really tries and sellsit, saysthe Hlitor. Itisa wonderful job, asPeter will no doubt tell you, but
he has completed several years in the post and he hopes someone will come forward to fill this pivotal
role in KASSas he moves on to pastures new. Please consider whether you can take this on, and
volunteer through one of the KASS committee, and also if you want to nominate yourself as a
replacement Event's Secretary, I'm sure Margaret Harwood would be more than happy to lead you
through the ropes, ....and the c hains and shackles....

NEWSLETTER IN YOUR INBOX?

Would you like to receive a free copy of the newsletter by email?
Please e mail the Editor at alanpmillsuk@yahoo.co.uk by 31st May to make your request.
The newsletter will be emailed to subscribersen masse on 1st June.
Ensure that your Inbox can receive filesup to 2Mb. The Newsletter isin Microsoft® Word format.
Once subscribed, the Editor will keep your ad dress on file
and you will receive new editions asthey are co mpleted.
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KASS Insurance

Of the KASS nineteen member organisations, seventeen
and KASShave agreed to participate in the KASSPublic
Liability Insurance. The advantage to the participating
membersisthat the insurance premium isshared by a large
number of organisations. The total premium for the
insurance is£787.50, which, when divided by the 18 insured
organisation means that the premium per organisation is
£43.75.

To ensure continuity of insurance from the 1¢ May, KASShas
agreed to pay the premium in fulland collect the individual
contributionsover the next few weeks.

The scope of the insurance is

‘Assoc iation of Soc ieties (18) whose activities include Dinner
Dance s, Walks, BBQ's, Dance s, Day Trips to Hower Festivals,
Social Gatherings, Theatre Trips, Weekly Meetings and the
like. There is usually at least one event each week
arranged by one of the groups with attendance from 30 —
600 for large events. The standard exce ssapp licable to this
policy is £500. Public Liability is based on £5,000,000 limit of
indemnity.’

Copiesof the insurance schedule have been issued to all of
the participating organisations.

All questions on the insurance should be addressed to Ken
Hamilton, Deputy Chairman, telephone 01227 762075 or by
e-mail, kenhamiltonl@compuserve.com.

Ken Hamilton, Deputy Chairman

PLEA FROM THE EDITOR - WITHER THE NEWSLETTER?

Well, we hope not; but whither the newdetter? What
should the newsdetter be doing? How should it look?
What is KASS the societiesand the membersprepared
to pay for? Over the course of the next few months, |
hope to look at alternative ways to put out the
newdetter, covering the format, the printing and the
cogtings. The first stages of this are to look at all the
options, and to get feedback from you, the readers. If
anyone has publishing experience, knows of
connectionsin the advertising, printing and publishing
world that we might tap into, | would love to hear from
you. Also | expect my next postbag to be full of
opinionsand ideasfrom the membersof the content in
the newdetter. Please don’'t hold back; at this dage

(=)

T
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y KASSAutumn TeaDance Qj

2 October, 2005

at Grove Green Comrmunity Centre

Hosted: Cobtree Scottish Dancing Group
2.15-5.15
DickBarford, JohnDay

EASY ROGRAMIVE
BringA Hcnic
£1foracupdf ea

MCs
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KASSDiary, 2005

Secretaries; please ensure you society’s everts are pased to the KASS secretary well n adiance for ertry in the
diary to avoid clashes and puliise your special occasions to therest of KASS Also, thesecretary is hagpy to erer
daes wheae verues and the ddails are urcertain; bu woud request updaes whenyoucancorfirm

Year 2005
21/05/2005 Canterbury . Andrews Sring Ball & Anselms RC School Green Ginger
28/05/2005 Sdcup Dance & JohnsHall Robin Hlis
28/05/2005 Tunbridge Wells& Crowborough Spring Ball Bee chwood School Pembury Rd. T. Wells
4/06/2005 Orpington Summer Dance, PettsWood Memorial Hall. Robin Hlis

11/06/2005 Ide of Thanet SCD Summer Dance, Minster VilL.Hall, Records
Cobtree 30th Anniversary Dance Ditton Community Centre FHank Reid Band (bring a
25/06/2005 plate)

26/06/2005 KASSWalk. RSCDSTWells The Pavilion Kemsing from 1.30pm. 1 long, 1 short Walk

09/07/2005 North Kent Dance &. PaulinusHallRecorded

16/07/2005 Meopham & Gravesend Picnic Dance Northfleet School Caber Feidh (Indoorsif wet)

30/07/2005 Sdcup Dance & JohnsHall Robin Hlis

27/08/2005 Sdcup Dance & JohnsHall Taped Music

24/09/2005 Medway Autumn Ball Kemdey Hall

24/09/2005 Sdcup Dance & JohnsHall Robin Hlis

01/10/2005 Tunbridge Wells& Crowborough Dance, S.Dunstan’s Hall

01/10/2005 Dover SCD Group S Margaretsat Cliffe. Qupper+ Band Green Ginger

02/10/2005 KASSAutumn Tea Dance Grove Green Community Centre hostsCobtree

08/10/2005 North Kent Dance &. PaulinusHallRecorded

08/10/2005 Orpington Autumn Dance, PettsWood Memorial Hall. Robin Ellis

15/10/2005 RSCDSTun. WellsAutumn Dance Weald of Kent School Scottish Measure

22/10/2005 Ide of Thanet SCD Autumn Dance, Minster Vill.Hall, Records

29/10/2005 Canterbury & Andrews Autumn Dance Littlebourne Village Hall (new venue) Records

12/11/2005 KASSAutumn Dance. PettsWood Memorial Hall hostsOrpington, raffle North Kent

19/11/2005 North Kent Dance S PaulinusHall Robin Hlis

19/11/2005 Medway Day School & S. AndrewsDance .Rainham Girls School

25/11/2005 Orpington Andrews Night, The Warren, Hayes. Robin Hlis

10/12/2005 Meopham SCDC C hrissmas Dance Northfleet School Robin Hlis

10/12/2005 Ide of Thanet SCD Ceilidh, The Centre, Birchington,

31/12/2005 Orpington Hogmanay, PettsWood Memorial Hall. Robin Hlis

31/12/2005 North Kent Hogmanay Party Baker Trust Hall Crayford

31/12/2005 Medway Hogmanay Party S GeorgesCentre Chatham Maritime Recorded Music
Year 2006

7/01/2006 Ide of Thanet SCD New Year Dance, The Centre Birchington

13/01/2006  North Kent Burnsupper Dance Gravesend Masonic Hall Robin Elis

27/01/2006 Orpington Burns Supper, The Warren, Hayes. Robin Hlis

28/01/2006 Medway BursDinner Dance Fanklin RoomsGilingham Caber Feidh

Peter Farrow, April 2005 Seaetary

THE LASTWORD

Alwaysbe gncere......... whether youmeanit ...... or nat.
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Mchad Handers
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