
Newsletter 43 May 2005

KASS
 

 



Newsletter 43 May 2005

2

CONTENTS
THE VIEW FROM WATERINGBURY 2

A WEE NOTE FRAE THE CHAIRMAN. 3

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 5

FEATURES 7

QUIZ 21

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY… 23

AROUND THE SOCIETIES 24

KASS AFFAIRS 30

THE VIEW FROM WATERINGBURY
Dear Friends

The poisoned chalic e passed to me this November.  Rita Menzies, so much the bane of my email during
my time in Torto la , dropped a heavy hint tha t she wanted to relinquish the newsletter ed itorship .  I
sugg ested with the lightest o f comm ents tha t it might be interesting to take it up and before I knew it she
had d umped the title on me, thrown me a p ile o f press cuttings and papers and vanished in a c loud of
steam c ac kling “ Free , Free a t last!!!”  Oh boy!  What to do?  I have to fo llow in the illustrious footsteps of
suc h nob le lad ies as the grac ious Rita herself, Magg ie Ta lbot, Marga ret Anne Robertson (my surroga te
grea t aunt), and the irrep lac eab le Joan Davidson.  It was OK in November, it conc erned me in
Dec ember, it was worrying in January and I was terrified by Februa ry.

Fortuna tely, the Grea t and the Good of KASS have c ome through.  Onc e I had removed my self-
p roc la imed sub -editor from putt ing her four muddy paws over the contributions, I was ab le to assess wha t
I had .  Two soc ieties responded to my requests to write a profile o f their c lubs, and I am particularly
indeb ted to Jane Whitt ington and Eileen Physick in Meopham and a whole team from Canterbury St
And rew’s to sta rt this series off.  I’d be gra teful for offers from other c lubs to tell us how you began and
wha t you get up to .  Another series has been started by the wise hermit who lives above Cha tham High
Stree t; I’m sure you’ ll find Harry Robertson’ s authorita tive p rofile o f the Ma id of Norway a grea t taster to
his future c ontributions on the Kings and Queens of Scotland .  I a lso fea ture the fantastic c eilidh last
November from two angles; the dedic a ted organiser and teacher, Mo Da lton, and a willing (and
occ asiona lly terrified ) p layer in Bob Hunt.  David Menzies gives us an ac count o f his danc ing holiday in
Ma llorc a but d ip loma tic a lly refuses to p in the b lame on either pa rty involved for losing his suitor a t
Ga twic k.  And have you ever wondered how the danc e “ Minister on the Loch” got its name? Well, Kate
Midd leham and David How both spotted the e xplana tion based on one of Scotland’ s most famous
p ic tures.  Thanks a lso to Peter Forrow, Marga ret Ha rwood , Ken Hamilton, Ann Townend and those from
around the soc ieties who sent me newsy snippets, for giving my first newsletter a bread th and dep th tha t I
hope takes your interest.

It is you tha t have helped kee p the trad ition of the newsletter go ing.  And to me, it is so important tha t
the fellowship of the Kent Scott ish soc ieties is bound in some way.  The newsletter is the best twine.  Wha t
a re our soc ieties up to?  Wha t makes them strong? Wha t is the legacy tha t each soc iety b rings to KASS?
I want to know and I want you to tell the leg ions of members ac ross the county from Sidcup to Sandwic h,
Romney to Roc hester.  KASS depends on this c ommunica tion, and a lthough it is only twic e a year, it’ s
important tha t we kee p it go ing.  I’m sta rting a d ia logue here on wha t form the newsletter should take;
p lease tell me wha t you think.

Desp ite my comm ents above, we owe Rita Menzies a huge deb t for produc ing eight issues of the
newsletter, and a lso to her husband , David , who was responsib le for muc h of the running to and fro to
get photos rep roduc ed and photocopies made.  Rita has put so much of herself into KASS and tha t
reflec ts in the high qua lity o f the newsletter during her stewardship .  Thank you, Rita .

Send your items for the next ed ition by email if possib le, a lanpmillsuk@yahoo .c o.uk  or by snail mail to 110
Bow Road , Wa teringbury, Kent, ME18 5DY.  Next deadline for contributions is the 25th Oc tober.



Newsletter 43 May 2005

3

Have a grea t summ er and GET WRITING!

Best regards

Alan

A WEE NOTE FRAE THE CHAIRMAN
Dear Friends,

“ The most important fo lk are those

Who wea r a sunny smile,

The friendly, c hee ry, “ help you” folk

Who make this life worthwhile!”

As Joan and I have continued on our travels a round the County
to a ttend d anc es, we have bee n very consc ious of the wa rm
rec ep tion awa iting us a t the d ifferent venues. There is so much
hard work tha t goes into o rganising these func tions, very often
performed by members working in the bac kground and who
look for no recognition of their efforts. To those people, in
particular, we offer our sinc ere thanks.

We have been “ on the road ” most Sa turday evenings sinc e last Oc tober, a ttend ing numerous func tions,
involving Dea l, Isle o f Thanet, Medway, Meopham, North Kent, Orp ington, R.S.C.D.S. Tunb ridge Wells,
Sevenoaks, Shee rness and Sidcup . We have a lso taken the opportunities to fly the flag a t a Men of Kent
Burns’ Supper (when we doubled up as part o f a demonstra tion team - and probably left the audienc e
doubled up as well!), The Kentish Ca ledonians’ Spring Danc e and the Ashdown Scottish Country Danc e
Club Spring Ball.

Our first K.A.S.S. event was the Autumn Danc e, hosted by Canterbury St. And rew’s Scott ish Country
Danc e Group and whic h p roved to be an exc ellent and well a ttended evening. The Spring Tea Danc e,
a rranged by Medway, was a very happy and enjoyable oc casion a lthough, regrettab ly, the numbers
p resent were a grea t d isappointment. We must continue to address any problems tha t currently a ttach
to this type of func tion, whic h should be very popular, but which currently is not rea lly ac hieving its a ims
and objec tives. We now look forward to o ur Highland Ball, to the K.A.S.S. Walk and without see ming to
wish our lives away, to our Autumn Tea Danc e and to our Autumn Danc e in November.

I would love to think tha t, by the time of our May Committee Mee ting, voluntee rs will have come forwa rd
for the current vacanc ies of Minute Sec reta ry and Events Co-ord ina tor. In the meantime, may I aga in
exp ress my app rec ia tion to a ll the Comm ittee members for their support and in particular, to Peter,
Magg ie and Marga ret for their c easeless ha rd work, ded ic a tion and a ttention to deta il.

One of the ha rdest and most thankless tasks, fac ing any person, is to assume the role of Newsletter Ed itor.
At the same time, however, a Newsletter, when availab le, can provide vita l lines of communica tion,
espec ia lly within an umbrella Assoc ia tion such as ours, whic h has a multip lic ity o f members spread
throughout a very wide a rea .

We have been extremely well served by Rita Menzies in this c apac ity over the past four years and we are
dee ply indeb ted to her for her resea rch and for her persuasive ways in ob ta ining c ontributions from
members. We are delighted to welcome Alan Mills on board as Rita ’ s succ essor and we wish him every
succ ess for the future.

As the season we ca ll “ Summ er” draws near, may you a ll have an enjoyab le time, whether a t home or
on holiday. We trust tha t the sun will shine on a ll outdoor func tions, such as the K.A.S.S. Wa lk and the
Gravesend / Meopham Annual Picnic Danc e and tha t ba tteries will have been re-c ha rged in readiness
for the Annual Genera l Mee ting and beyond !
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Ia in Kinnear                                                                                                                                  Chairman
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ON FIRST WEARING A KILT (continued)

Thank you to David Papa of Canterbury St And rews for his comm ents and follow up artic le on the first
wea ring of a kilt. In the artic le he inquires “ Whoever hea rd of a Papa ta rtan?” Well maybe not a ta rtan
but how about a whole island with a b it o f history to boot?

Papa Stour

Not only does he get the island named a fter him (or was it the other way round?) but he gets to inc lude
the name of one of Kent’ s rivers as well!

I c erta inly hadn’ t hea rd of Papa Stour until Mo Da lton introduc ed me (and six o thers) to the Sword Danc e
of Papa Stour for her Ceilidh bac k in November 2004 (see sepa ra te a rtic le). The danc e is believed to be
Norse in origin and is vivid ly desc ribed by Sir Walter Scott in his novel “ The Pira te” or so it says on the
internet.

The island lies in St Magna ’ s Bay on the west c oast o f Shetland .

Until the 17th Century Papa Stour was ruled by the Kings of Norway who c eded it to Scotland as part o f a
wedd ing dowry.  In the 19th c entury a thriving fishing industry supported a popula tion of about 360 but this
had d ec lined by 1970 to suc h a low point tha t a newspaper advertisement was p lac ed to encourage a
number of young couples to move to the island muc h as in the TV programm e “ 2000 Ac res of Sky” . Is this
where the writers got their insp ira tion?

In 1996, the last time the internet site was upda ted , there were only 20 couples left on the island . Nine
years on I wonder  “ Is anybody there?” It would be a p ity if the island were now deserted and it was
nec essa ry to rely on ex-pa ts hundreds of miles away to kee p a trad itiona l danc e a live.

Bob Hunt                                            Medway And Distric t Caledonian Assoc iation

.. DDWWHH··V�VV�VSSDDFFHH««

Malcolm Pole’s artic le o n Pelorus Joc k has prompted long-standing co ntributor, Kate Midd leham to write
on the o rig ina l Pelorus Jac k.  Since she wanted a “ Letters to the Editor” co lumn and moaned a t me for
being too busy to co ntribute anything to KASS for the last year, I thought I’d better emba rrass her and
reserve a spac e for her to write – Less Disgusted of Tunbridge Wells, more Sprightly of Sittingb ourne…

                           The Editor

Pelorus Jac k:

In Sep tember 1838, H.M.S Pelorus under the c omm and of Lieutenant Phillip Chetwode, nosed its way
through a na rrow w a terway which he ca lled “ Pelorus Sound ” . His ship , known to its c rew as the “ Pel” , was
negotia ting the many bays, inlets and c hannels in the north west areas of South Island , New Zealand .  The
a rea whic h became known as the Pelorus Region is on land and heavily forested .  The wa ters of the
sound are c lear, deep and beautiful.  It winds on to mee t the wooded mounta in ranges through whic h
there a re intersec ting foot-trac ks.  The ta ll peaks reach up to 600 metres and more, shee r sides draped
with giant t ree ferns.  But the book, “ Wild New Zea land ” , says the only way to see the Sound ’ s in a ll their
beauty is by boa t.  Dolphins rac e a longside and one of these came to be known as “ Pelorus Jac k!”

Kate Midd leham; Sittingb ourne

$$ '' 99(( 5577�� �� :: $$ 11 77(( ''
9DULRXV�FKLOGUHQ·V�DQG�DGXOWV·�VL] HV�RI�+LJKODQG�' DQFH�NLOWV��WDUWDQ�KRVH��Z DLVWFRDWV��HWF�
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FEATURES

SCOTTISH DANCING THRO' THE AGES CEILIDH.    6TH NOVEMBER, 2004

The long journey towards the event o f the Ceilidh - Scottish Danc ing Thro ' the Ages, sta rted for me 13
months beforehand . I approached Rob in Ellis to see when he was ava ilab le and boo ked Kemsley Hall.
Then began the drawing up of the danc es, c ontac ting and ta lking to o ther teachers and begging and
borrowing as many costumes as I could .  Thank you Tunbridge Wells and Pa t Begley in Marlow. (Yes, I
ac tua lly went through the Dartford Tunnel and d rove the M25 sing le-handed .) This had bee n a b ig hurd le
in my life tha t had to be overcome. I a lso had to set about relearning the o ld d anc es, ready to teac h
them and trac k down spec ia l music to p rac tic e to .

The idea behind d oing this Ceilidh was to invo lve as many danc ers from this area . I a lso wanted to use
danc ers who d idn't nec essarily danc e in demonstra tions and I wanted to show the o ld d anc es tha t were
danc ed before the advent o f the RSCDS. In the e nd we had d anc ers from the Children's Class, taught by
Marga ret Anne Robertson, Highland Danc ers, taught by Jenny Barrow, some from the Beginners Class,
some from the Medway Caledonian Assoc ia tion and Shee rness Scott ish Hea ther Club and some from
Meopham, Gravesend , Ma idstone and Canterbury. We had 3 Pipers and a Drumm er and Jan Day sang
for one of the danc es.

We sta rted prac tising just a fter Easter (I d idn't want them to peak too early) and for the first 3 or 4 wee ks,
my "pupils" fell about laughing. They had never see n anything like wha t I was trying to teac h them! The
Sword Danc e of Papa Stour nearly c aused a rio t, with the men gett ing tied , litera lly in knots while trying
not to drop the "swords".  The Ree l o f the Blac k Coc ks a lso caused uproa rs, but everybody soon got into
the sp irit o f things and sett led d own to learn these peculia r danc es. I tried to assure them tha t it would a ll
see m better when they were in c ostume. Absolutely nobody believed me

The troub le was tha t everybody eventually wanted to danc e every danc e, whic h ultima tely ended up
with Jean Peters and me making 24 lad ies and 24 men's c ostumes c irca 1755 in the spac e of p rec isely 3
wee ks. A b ig thank you to Jean - I would never have managed it without you!

A c omm ent tha t one of the danc ers made a t the end was “ Pure Hell, but Fun".

The Dance s

The Sword Dance o f Papa Stour

7 men danc ing with 7 swords - which would have bee n made from the iron bands around whiskey
barrels. It comes from the Long Sword Danc es from the North. It was origina lly Viking and it is believed to
have bee n the god Od in and other Norse gods. Sinc e Christian times, the danc e became part o f a
Mumm ers Play and the Gods became the Seven Knights of Christendom. St. George of England , St. Denis
of Franc e, St. Pa trick of Ireland , St. James of Spain, St. Anthony of Ita ly, St. David of Wales and St. And rew
of Scotland .   It was danc ed to a wonderful rec ord ing by Aly Bain.

The Foursome Ree l and Ree l of Tulloc h

This was danc ed by danc ers taught by Jenny Barrow and was here in the programm e to show the oldest
type of danc e - travel and set and is the remnants of the Auld Ree ls tha t were danc ed for c enturies, the
sett ing steps becoming more intrica te and important.

Old Kilt Demonstration by Jac k Warburgh

This was to show how the Pheileadh Mor (p ronounc ed Philamor) - the e arly form of the kilt, the belted
p la id and was made from not less than 7 yards of tartan. The length of c lo th was la id and p lea ted ac ross
a belt, and then the wearer lay down, fo lded the two edges over himself, and d id up the belt thus
making a kilt and a p la id . This would be his a ttire, his b lanket and his shelter.

Ree l of the Blac k Coc ks

Another examp le of an Auld Ree l, with sett ing steps fo llowed by travelling. The danc e would have been
danc ed in a sma ll c roft, just 4 people danc ing to a fidd le, or maybe just kee ping in time to the c lic king of
the fingers. (This origina ted in the Moo rish lands where the trade routes were from).
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Flora Mac Donald 's Fanc y

Danc ed by the Highland d anc ers, a Lad ies Step Danc e, with the g irls wea ring Aboyne outfits - spec ifica lly
designed when the kilt was outlawed .
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Seann Triubhas

Onc e it was legal to wear the kilt aga in, this danc e shows the free dom of danc ing without the restric tion
of the wea ring of trousers.

Montgomeries' Rant

Taken from a Ball programm e from Castle Menzies da ted 1755, this was origina lly a stra thspey. Danc ed
by 4 sets o f danc ers in full evening dress of tha t period , it was indee d a grand sight.

The Evans Family

Paul (Dad ), with Lloyd and Bethan p layed beautiful a rrangements, on their recorders, o f, in the 1st.ha lf,
The Eriskay Love Lilt and in the 2nd .half, The Skye Boa t Song.

The Hebridean Weaving Lilt

Danc ed by the c hildren in Margaret Anne's c lass. This was an o ld mill danc e and the c hildren danc ed it
beautifully.

The Sword Dance

Danc ed Trad itiona lly by Highlanders prior to go ing into ba tt le, it was believed tha t they would be
succ essful if they d id not touc h the swords during the danc e.

The Orkney Wedd ing Dance .

This began by the danc ers performing an anc ient danc e c a lled , sometimes Bee Baw Babb ity, Bob o ' the
Bolster or The Kissing Danc e, onc e e xtremely popular in Sc otland , espec ia lly a t wedd ings. Jan Day sang
the song, while the men, asked a lady to danc e, by knee ling on a silk hankie, (origina lly a c ushion or
bolster) and then kissing her. The lady then choo ses the next man by tossing the hankie to him. He in turn
c a tc hes her up and kisses her before going and asking his pa rtner to danc e. The c oup les p romenade
round until there are enough couples to make up the set.

The b ride and groom stand bac k to bac k with a rms linked and a reel is danc ed round them. In this c ase it
was the Axum Ree l, which was again a popula r wedding danc e. The music starts in stra thspey time and
gradua lly gets faster, turning eventually into ree l time. When the band abrup tly stops a t the end , the men
rush to kiss the bride and the lad ies to kiss the groom before the newlyweds can turn and kiss each other.
In the olden days it was c a lled the Brides Ree l or the Grooms Ree l.

The Earl of Errol's Ree l

Collec ted in Canada by Mrs. Mary Isda le Mc Nab , a grea t friend of Miss Jean Milligan. We set the danc e
in 1820 a t the time of the Napoleonic Wars, henc e the d iaphanous d resses. It was danc ed by a team of
lad ies.  Beautifully, I might add .

The Cakewalk

Performed by Jenny Barrow and Franc is Amery.  The danc e orig ina ted in the Dee p South of Americ a a nd
depic ts the slaves mimic king their white masters. It came over here a t the turn of the c entury and was
danc ed in Sc otland in the 1920's, henc e the "flapp er" costume. It is now a competition danc e.

The Reel of the 51st. Division

This danc e was written in 1940 in a POW c amp in St. Valery, Franc e. The men were offic ers of the
Highland Division and had Scottish Country Danc ing as pa rt o f their exerc ise periods. Although the
danc ers wore their kilts for the Ceilidh, they would have worn ba ttledress and tac kity boots if only we
c ould have found them to hire. Nowadays the danc e is for a four couple set, but was orig ina lly was
written as a 5 c oup le danc e, tha t being the number of men in tha t particular group .

     It was a grea t evening. I hope a ll who too k part and those who c ame to wa tc h and jo in in, enjoyed it.
We ra ised £1080 for cha rity, d ivid ing it betwee n The Mac Millan Trust and The Friends of Wisdom Hospic e.

Gra teful thanks to a ll c onc erned , a lso to Medway and Distric t Caledonian Soc iety and to Shee rness
Sc ott ish Hea ther Club for their kind dona tions and for their fa ith in me. I rec eived nothing but support from
everyone.

Mo Dalton; Medway and Shee rness.
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THE CAST OF THOUSANDS

Dance rs                                                      Children

Bob Ansell                                                  Leona Cha lmers

Ailea n Ba ker                                              Betha n & Llo yd Eva ns

 Dick Ba rford                                             Reb ec ca Goo d e

Pirjo Bea umont                                      Rob yn & Alex Hackwell

Sue Bod le                                                   Emily Lovelock

Pa t Boulting                                               Kirsty Russell

Lis & Tim Bowd en

Mora g Ca tchp ole                                       Cakewalk

Monica & Harry Drew                               Fra nc is Amery

Pa ula Dyke                                                Jenny Ba rrow

Mike Gould

Muriel Greenstea d                                     Highland Danc ers

Bob & Jess Hunt                                        La ura  Ald rid ge

Rosema ry Ja ckson                                      Fra nc is Amery

Hea ther Kelly                                             Rob yn Hackwell

Chris & Rob Litt le                                      Lorna Hicks

Sa nd y & Emily Lovelock                             Mike Gould

Rita & Da vid Menzies                                Emily Lovelo ck

Ma ry & Ma lco lm Pole                                La ura Ta p son

Ma rga ret-Anne & Harry Rob ertson

Ja ck Ruler

Pipers                                                    Reco rder Music

Edd ie McHale                                 Pa ul, Lloyd & Betha n Eva ns

Tony Da niel

Rob Litt le                                               Belted Pla id Dem.

                                                              Ja ck Wa rb urgh

Drumm er

Anne Fra ser-Ree d                                  Vid eo

                                                            John Bea umo nt

Orkney Wedd ing

Rob yn Hackwell                                     Catering

Ja mie Rudd                                           Ala n Trevetha n

Alex Hackwell

Emily Lovelock                                      Help ers

Russel Phillip s                                     Ken Ba ker

Leona Cha lmers                                   Noel Boulting

                                                          Lynd a McGowa n

Singer                                                                       Costumes

Ja n Da y                              Doorman                        Jea n Peters

                                        Peter Peters                     Mo Da lton

YZ

MO DALTON’S CEILIDH. - A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE.

I don’ t know how long Mo had bee n p lanning the Ceilidh, but for me it started just before Easter 2004
when Mo c asually asked .” Wha t a re you doing on Monday nights?” Now a fter the c ake c arrying
c eremony for Medway’ s 80th Ann iversary ba ll you might have thought tha t I would have stopped and
c onsidered the possib le angles for a moment or two before answering “ Nothing Mo, why?” But, too la te, I
was d rawn in like a sa lmon a fter a fly.

We began prac tic ing just a fter Easter.

The theme was Scottish Country Danc ing Through the Ages and the danc es selec ted for our group
ranged from Old Norse to mid 20th Century and were:

“ The Reel of the Blac k Coc ks”

This was p robab ly everybody’ s least favourite danc e and d a tes bac k severa l c enturies. It was devised to
be danc ed in the confines of a c rofters kitchen. The mob caps and shawls made the lad ies instantly
unrec ognisab le.

“ The Earl of Errol”

A set danc e of four parts whic h was performed by one set o f lad ies a lthough we a ll p rac tised it just in
c ase. There were fa r too many poussettes for me to cope with.

This danc e da ted from the e arly 1800s, and the dresses were (I think) Emp ire Line.
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“ Montgomeries Rant”

An elegant stra thspey version of the fun danc e tha t we know as Montgomeries Rant today and not a hint
of the tandem reels and multi-couple sets to the danc ing couple tha t we, in Medway a t least, go in for.
The ma in surp rise here was the announc ement a fter the summ er break tha t we would a ll have costumes.
Froc k c oa ts and knee b ree ches for the men with white soc ks and buckle shoes, fanc y wa istcoa ts, jabots
and lac e c uffs, oh! and ba ll gowns for the lad ies. The gasps of apprec ia tion from the audienc e were I
think partly due to the costumes themselves and partly due to the fac t tha t a ll four sets were in c ostume.
A tribute to our Wardrobe Mistress and her Herculean efforts which continued right up to the dress
rehearsa l.

“ The Orkney Wedd ing Dance o r Axum Ree l.”

This starts with a promenade where the men c hoose their partner with a kiss then form up around the
Bride and Groom, progresses through stra thspey to reel and finishes with the lad ies kissing the Groom and
the men kissing the Bride.  For some reason this was a popula r danc e but it d id take a lo t o f rehea rsing to
get it right.

“ The Reel of the 51st Highland Division”

This was a ra ther more robust version of the danc e we know today and an opportunity, for some
members of the team a t least, to a ttemp t to hurl each other from the danc e floor during the turns. There
was a lso some banter during rehea rsa ls about the rela tive ab ilities of the Royal Navy, Royal Enginee rs
and the Scots Gua rds when it came to marching. At least no c ostumes here, just kilts.

And of course

“ The Sword Dance o f Papa Stour”

I don’ t think any of those taking pa rt ever expec ted to get through it without any mistakes and in the end
we a ll danc ed it from just one position, exc ep t tha t is, for one young lady from the Juniors who stood in a t
rehearsa ls for whoever was missing and who must have danc ed every pa rt exc ep t the leader’ s. She a lso
stood in where required for a ll the other danc es as well as taking pa rt with the Juniors in their own danc e.
I’m p retty sure tha t she d id some Highland d anc ing as well as find ing time to d ress up as one of the Brides
for Orkney Wedding Danc e. (I’ve had to have a b rea ther a fter just writing a ll tha t.)

The taba rds we wore with the Knights Emblems a lso had p ic tures of the Seven Dwarfs on the inside and
somebody (why a re you a ll loo king a t me?) sugg ested in the dress rehearsa l tha t we reverse taba rds for
a laugh. Mo was ha lfway through the words ac companying the Sword Danc e before she loo ked up and
saw w ha t we had d one.

Retribution came during the ac tua l Ceilidh.

Just as we were danc ing off, having b rea thed a huge sigh of relief a t gett ing through the sword danc e
without any mistakes, The MC announc ed tha t if the audienc e c lapp ed and chee red enough he would
c a ll us bac k for an encore and tha t we would reverse our taba rds.

Panic set in on two c ounts. One, c ould we repea t the danc e without any mistakes (if so it would be a first
for us) and two, having been p inned and sewn into o ur tabards would we be ab le to reverse them in
time? In the e vent we managed both and I think the aud ienc e enjoyed it. We c erta inly d id ,

I d idn’ t get to see many of the other turns but the Juniors do ing the Weaving Lilt c erta inly imp ressed me
(and made me p roud tha t they were Medway’ s Juniors).

I can’ t help wondering tha t if seven Juniors had been doing the sword d anc e would they have done it
with rea l swords instead of stic ks? They are a c red it to their teac her.

Wha t c an one say about the Cake Wa lk? Wonderfully performed , superb c ostume!

I’ve seen it performed onc e more sinc e the Ceilidh and just hope tha t it’ s not something tha t one is
expec ted to do when one becomes ex-treasurer a t Medway. I might just have to d ie in o ffic e.

I haven’ t mentioned names other than Mo’s bec ause everybody put in a grea t effort over a period of
more than six months to make a succ ess of the Ceilidh. Muc h c red it must go to Mo for being able to pull
it a ll together. I a lso haven’ t mentioned every c ontribution on the night, I’m sorry but I spent a lo t o f time
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in the c hanging rooms making sure tha t I had the right soc ks with the right costume (and gett ing my
b rea th bac k) and missed many items. I look forward to the release of the video to get the whole p ic ture.

 As a partic ipant I c erta inly enjoyed the evening and it is fantastic to a lso be ab le to say tha t we ra ised
£1080.00 for charity.

Bob Hunt, Medway and Distric t Caledonian Assoc iation
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SOCIETY PROFILES – No. 1

CANTERBURY ST. ANDREW’S SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP

In 1963 Eilee n Ayc ott spotted a notic e in the loc a l paper inviting people to go Sc ottish Country Danc ing.
Two lad ies form the Quakers, who had some records, were hoping to sta rt a group a t the Friends Mee ting
House in Canterbury.  Eileen had d anc ed in London and had some records herself, so went a long with
her daughter.

Sometimes a lady was see n outside listening to the music . One day she p luc ked up c ourage to come in
and eventua lly joined in the danc ing.  Her name was Angela but bec ame known as Fiona . Nothing
unusual you might think, exc ep t she brought her budgies a long to the c lass!

The group a lmost fo lded but Eileen, who was teac hing by now, dec ided to join KASS and put the group
on a more formal basis.  Diane Kirkbank, who was sec retary for 20 yea rs, joined in the ea rly days.  So d id
Mike and Ba rbara Armstrong.  Mike was chairman for some time.  He and Ba rbara would invite us to an
end -of-year p icnic danc e in their garden.  The group was reconstituted in 1977.  Day schools were held
a t the Dominican Priory.  The first ‘ proper’ danc e is rec orded in 1978.  Bill Young charged £10 for the
music for the evening, admission was 75p .

The group moved to the then new University o f Kent a t Canterbury, then St Pauls Hall and then Ba rton
Court.  Currently we mee t a t Canterbury College on a Friday night.  The danc e stud io has a lovely sp rung
danc e floo r and now they have a ir-conditioning it should be p leasant in the summ er,  Genera l c lasses
a re held d uring term times,  A beginners c lass was d iscussed for some years but it was not until Ma rion
Dredge b ravely took her ‘p relim’ tha t a beginners’ c lass was formed .  Severa l o f the beginners have
b lossomed and a re very keen danc ers.  Beginners’ c lasses a re held in the autumn and Sp ring Terms.
Some of our danc ers go to o ther c lubs and Scott ish Soc ieties.  We a ttend d ay sc hools, the summ er sc hoo l
a t St And rews and various other events and holidays.  Some go to Pa t Ansell’ s Thursday c lass and a re in
the demonstra tion team, danc ing a t suc h d iverse p lac es as Chislet fete, the university and the Salva tion
Army where they a re made welc ome a t their Burns night.

In 2003 we held a 40 year c elebra tion danc e.  Gree n Ginger p rovided the music .  Ca terers gave a
spee c h and Eileen cut the cake.  Spec ia l mention must be made of Eileen who still teaches us.  She
absolutely ha tes peop le sitting down and frequent c ries of ‘ c ome a long’ can be hea rd when the danc e
is ca lled d uring c lass.  She kee ps us in order with those stee ly eyes whic h somehow manages to twinkle a t
the same time!  John Hild ic k-Smith too k over when Eileen was ill. We usually have two danc es a yea r, our
autumn danc e this year is a t a new venue, Litt lebourne Village Hall.  So we shall be p leased to have your
fee dbac k.  English Folk danc ers use the ha ll and speak highly o f it.  We have hosted KASS danc es and
tea danc es.

By the time this is p rinted , Eilee n will have c elebra ted her 80th b irthday.  Pa t Ansell has devised a danc e in
her honour, Eileen’ s Med ley, in squa re forma tion.

Our current Chairman is And rew Helb ling, He makes an announc ement with a laconic style – we must
have the shortest AGM’s ever!  He has us in stitches with h is get-ups for Comic Relief and Child ren in Nee d
and urges us to “ fork-it-oot” when we make a mistake.  He and his wife, Jenny, host a ba rbec ue and
danc e in the summ er term and we have a lovely evening, danc ing till it fina lly gets too da rk.

We like to think we a re a happ y vibrant c lub and loo k forwa rd to another 40 yea rs.
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Comm ittee and Members of Canterbury St Andrew’s

Read more ab out Eilee n’s ce lebration in “ Around the Soc ieties”
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MALLORCA FEBRUARY 2005

We first went on a danc ing holiday in 1997, with Robin Ellis to Fuengiro la in Spain. When Robin’ s last tour,
to Ma llorc a , was announc ed we felt we had to join the pa rty.

We were flying from Ga twic k, with take off a t a rid iculous hour and the requirement to c hec k in 2 hours
before tha t, so we took advantage of car parking and a roo m a t the Ramada Jarvis hotel about 6 miles
from Ga twic k. We were comfortab le enough there, but I would look for another c loser hotel if we do it
again – tha t one is a very rambling p lac e and we had a room a very long way from rec ep tion and the
d ining roo m. There was a luggage room, so we were ab le to leave our suitcases there and take the
overnight bag to our room. Unfortuna tely, when we retrieved the luggage a t 5:30 am one of us forgot the
suiter whic h c onta ined my kilt, and we d id not notic e the omission until we had c hec ked our lugg age
into the a irport (fortuna tely, I was able to retrieve the suiter on our return to co llec t the ca r!).

The ea rly flight was the usual charter p lane – minimal servic e and c ramped sea ts, but we d id get a good
b reakfast and had a following wind so we a rrived in Ma llorc a in goo d time:  - collec t the lugg age, jo in
the coach and off to our hotel. We arrived a t about 12:00 – unpac k and then loo k around the hotel for
lunch. We started to d isc over the problems of Ma llorc a in Feb rua ry: it is the off-season, so lo ts o f tourist
fac ilities a re not yet open. We d id manage to get a ba r lunc h of a toasted sandwich (experienc e in
Spain and elsewhere is tha t toasted sandwic hes are universa l, a lways with ham and c hee se – quite tasty,
but gets a b it boring a fter a time).

Afterwa rds we wandered d own to the town and d iscovered p rac tica lly every shop was c losed – off-
season. We d id find one exc ellent liquor store whic h was open, so we were ab le to stoc k up with suitab le
refreshments for the coming wee k.

The tour rep wanted to o ffer us the possib ility o f a visit to a Night Club : sinc e we p lanned to danc e every
evening, the only night ava ilab le for such a visit was the Sa turday night when we arrived , so he agree d to
b rief us on a ll the a tt rac tions availab le, inc lud ing the night c lub , a t 17:00. As it happened , no-one wanted
the night c lub , but we d id boo k severa l c oach tours to make sure we saw the island through the wee k.
The d iscussion was in a corner o f the main hotel lounge, and the rep had to compete with a d isc o which
was opera ting from a stage in the corner o f the lounge!

The session with the rep let us mee t the others in the pa rty. There were a small number who had been on
Robin’ s orig ina l danc e tour, a lso to Maga luf, and to the same hotel. There were others we knew from
around Kent and from other danc ing holidays, inc lud ing four o f our friends from Watford , so we a ll knew
eac h other. Unfortuna tely, the numbers were low – about 22 danc ers and Robin had only himself and Eric
for the band (two o thers had ca lled off a t the last minute).

Mea ls in the hotel were e xc ellent. It was a ll buffet servic e, but tha t suited us – we c ould go a t our own
pac e and no hold -ups wa iting for waiters. They served a full English breakfast – bac on and egg s of
various sorts, sausages and lo ts o f o ther goodies. Their bread and c ro issants were baked in an oven in the
d ining roo m, so they were very fresh. To sta rt we had a selec tion of va rious c ereals and muesli or fruit
sa lad peac hes or p runes. There was even a conta iner with porridge, but I am a fra id tha t looked ra ther
sad so I d id not t ry it. Simila rly, d inner provided a roast o f some sort, various grills, and kebabs, lo ts o f
vegetab les and of course sa lads. They d id have paella on some evenings – I tried tha t, but it was not very
fishy so I d id not t ry it again. Desserts were
extensive and va ried – a t least there were
some varia tions in the ga teaux, but the main
selec tion of c rème c aramel, fruit o f various
sorts and a chee se boa rd d id not change.

Danc ing started on Sunday evening and
was sc heduled for each evening therea fter.
A p rogramm e of 14 danc es each evening,
sta rting a t about 20:30 with a break ha lf way
through. We usually managed two sets, even
for the 5 couple danc es, but it was a b it
exhausting, and d anc ing on a ha rd ca rpet
led to some musc le stra ins by the end of the
wee k, so the floo r started gett ing a b it emp ty
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a t t imes. Robin and Eric d id us p roud with their p laying and kep t a goo d pac e up throughout the wee k.
We had Lorra ine Chase as MC – she led us in walk-throughs a t 20:00 each evening before the band
struc k up . Most o f the p rogramm es were familiar danc es, but there were two – Anniversary Tensome and
the Burns Centena ry Stra thspey – whic h were new to us and some of the other danc ers. Nee dless to say
some of us forgot some of the finer points before the danc e c ame up on the e vening, but Lorra ine kep t
us go ing with a comm enta ry as the danc ing proc eeded .

Our first exc ursion was to Palma . We c aught a pub lic servic e bus and were c arried through to the c entre
of Palma . There was a wa it for the bus to arrive, while a la rge number of loc a ls assemb led a t the bus stop
to wait, and nee dless to say they were first on the bus to the extent tha t there was no room for us.
Fortuna tely another bus drove up while we wondered wha t to do – an emp ty one, so Rita a nd I enjoyed
c omfortab le sea ts for the trip while the rest o f our party were standing in the first bus!

The c entre of Pa lma see med to be a c haotic build ing site. The c a thedra l and the roya l pa lac e sit on the
top of an esca rpment looking down on a marina with a founta in. We found our way through the road
works and other build ing work to a set o f sta irs whic h led up to the base of the ca thed ra l. First impression
was tha t tha t too was shut for the build ing work, but when we wa lked a ll round we found a door with a
c lerk who took our money and admitted us. We passed through the treasure house into the main
c a thedra l – a magnific ent build ing with lo ts o f rose windows and lo ts o f pa intings and sta tues – a ll very
impressive and very interesting. There was c lea rly a Moorish influenc e in the arc hitec ture, but it a ll hung
together nic ely. Afterwa rds we found a ca fé whic h was p repared to serve us with the usual toasted
sandwic h of ham and chee se. We sp lit the pa rty going through the ca thedra l a t our ind ividual pac es, so
we had some fun communic a ting with mobile phone text messages to a rrange where to mee t, but as it
happ ened there was a window a t the bac k of the ca fé and the others saw us there as they passed .

The next t rip was supp osed to be a c oac h tour to Formentera , the Cape a t the Northern end of Ma llorca .
Our first stop was a t a lea ther fac tory with a ll sorts of shoes and other lea ther goods on d isp lay for us to
buy: a b it o f a waste of time for some of us who d id not want anything in lea ther. The c oach then went
on towards the Cape and c limbed some ha ir ra ising roads round ha irp in bends with stee p d rops on one
side to a viewpoint where about a dozen coac hes had a ll dropped their passengers to see the view.
After a short c limb there was a magnific ent view of the North West c oast – a goo d photo o pp ortunity.
Then bac k to the c oac h again and d own to Formentera , not the Cape but the Hotel and resort. The
hotel was c losed and the beac h was not inviting in the c old wea ther we were suffering. There was a c a fe
open which a llowed some of us to wa rm a litt le with some c offee . We were told tha t the road to the
Cape was too d ifficult for the coac h to go there: having see n the p revious pa rt o f the road , it was
believab le, but it was a d isapp ointment. From there we went bac k to the last signific ant town and were
given time for lunch, then it was bac k to the coac h for the journey home, but on the way there was a
further stop a t a comm erc ia l development – an interesting development loo king ra ther like Disneyland
without the rides, but with lo ts o f shops, most c losed waiting for the season to sta rt!. We d id manage
c offee and a doughnut.

Our fina l trip was to the Dragon Caves on the East coast. This time we had a stop a t a fac tory making
a rtific ia l pea rls – interesting, but it would have bee n nic e if someone had expla ined the p roc ess to us
while we wa tc hed the workers c rea ting the goods. We d id get a b irthday p resent for our granddaughter,
so it was not entirely a waste of time. There was a lso a d inosaur park with a number of models beside the
fac tory which filled in a few minutes wa iting for the bus. The East coast has a number of very fine
beaches in small c oves, eac h of which is being developed with a set o f hotels and apa rtments for the

holiday season. We passed through severa l suc h developments – a ll
c losed waiting for the season – and stopped on one head land which
gave a view of the coast, c liffs and c oves. The coac h driver found
one c a fé which was open and released us for lunc h.

The d ragon c aves a re truly magnific ent – you desc end into the earth
and fo llow a pa th through a rrays of sta lac tites and sta lagmites, and
a re left to p roc ee d a t your own pac e down the pa th. It was a ll very
well illumina ted and there was only one pa th whic h stretc hed for a
mile or so down to the dep ths where we found a lake and a set o f
sea ts wa iting for us. There must have been a thousand or so in the
party, and we a ll assembled waiting to see wha t would happ en on
the lake: the lights went out and three boa ts appeared , eac h lit up .
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One was loaded with a chamber orchestra , and they enterta ined us with a range of p iec es inc lud ing the
Barca rolle from the Ta les of Hoffman. When they finished we had a d ifferent pa th to follow through more
c aves to the exit, then on to the bus and , you have guessed it, yet another coffee shop . Sinc e the island
is fa irly sma ll, they see m to have to make a ll these stops to pad out the day trip (I wonder wha t
c omm ission they get from the va rious stopping p lac es!). Fina lly, we rejoined the bus and went stra ight
bac k to the hotel whic h was a relief.

The ma in p rob lem with the holiday was the tempera ture. We looked a t the television wea ther forecasts
and found the UK was passing through a cold spell, but unfortuna tely so was Ma llorc a! I am glad we
went to supp ort Rob in, and the danc ing was enjoyab le, but Ma llorc a does not app eal. The c hoic e
see ms to be going in the summ er when the beaches and so on will be c rowded and a ll the fac ilities will
be open and c rowded , or go in the off season when nothing is open. Altogether not a tt rac tive a t my
time of life!

David Menzies, Medway And Distric t Caledonian Assoc iation

SOCIETY PROFILES – No. 2

MEOPHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE CLUB

The Meopham Scott ish Country Danc e Club was founded on Monday 24th Sep tember 1962 by Mr Glen
Polloc k, his wife Amy and a group of friends from Meopham and Gravesend , who, having learnt the
basic techniques of Sc ottish Danc ing a t evening c lasses held a t Meopham School by Kent County
Counc il, wished to put their knowledge into prac tise, and to enjoy soc ia l danc ing with o ther c lubs in
Kent.

Mr Polloc k was elec ted first chairman of the c lub , which met on Monday evenings in the small ha ll a t
Meopham Village Hall from Sep tember until May. Forty years la ter the c lub still mee ts on Monday but the
year is now extended till June. The origina l membership numbers of the c lub was fixed a t 32, enough for 4
sets of danc ers but a ttendanc e was usua lly ha lf tha t number. The p resent membership to ta ls 26 and
danc ing takes p lac e now in the large hall exc ep t for the second Monday each month when the loc a l
ga rdeners c lub unfortuna tely have a booking for this. We still ca rry on in the small ha ll but it c an be very
c osy a t times!

In 1963 the c lub was a ffilia ted to KASS and Mr Polloc k as well as being chairman a t Meopham was invited
to be the chairman of KASS for 1967-69.

The c lub held its first Guest Danc e, as it was then c a lled in Dec ember 1962, with music p layed by Bob
Duncan and his Band who continued to p lay for the danc es until 1969 when he emigra ted to South
Afric a . A danc e was booked but with no band!  Jim Polloc k sugg ested tha t a fellow dentist friend who
had just formed a band for relaxa tion should be asked to p lay. So Rob in Ellis and his Ca ledonian County
band c ame to p lay a t the danc e and has done so every 2nd  Sa turday in March and Dec ember ever
sinc e. The c lub has held 2 danc es a season regula rly first a t the village ha ll and then, in 1996 a succ essful
move was made from the village ha ll venue to Northflee t Schoo l for Girls for the Christmas Danc e. With
increasing numbers wishing to enjoy this event the village hall was now too sma ll to ac comm oda te so
many danc ers in comfort and sa fety. The sp ring danc e a lthough not as well a ttended as the Christmas
danc e soon followed and is now held a t the same
venue.

A 40th Ann iversa ry danc e took p lac e in 2002 and ex-
c hairman Alex King and Pa tric ia Barr a ttended a long
with other ex cha irman who still danc e regula rly a t
the c lub . Alex King made a spec ia l journey with h is
wife Rita from Spain to a ttend the occ asion.

In 1977 Meopham joined Gravesend and Distric t
Sc ott ish Assoc ia tion to hold its first Open Air Pic nic
Danc e in the grounds of Cobham Sc hool in a id o f
c harity. Frank Reid , Robin Ellis and Caber Feidh have
a ll p layed a t this event. When Cobham Ha ll was no longer availab le a c hange was made to Nurstead
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c ourt in Meopham. The event still takes p lac e on the 3rd  Sa turday eac h July a t another venue, Northflee t
Sc hool for Girls. Although not on the grand sc ale as Cobham Hall the danc e is still very popular   with an
extra bonus of indoor danc ing in the event o f ra in.

For many yea rs the danc ing tuition was taken by Joyc e Bach. Joyc e reluc tantly gave up this position last
year and now enjoys sitt ing on the sidelines letting someone else do the work. Va rious volunteers now
take turns wee kly with danc e instruc tion.

The p resent c lub Cha irman is Bill Mc Fa rlane, very well known in the North Kent danc ing area . His fa ther
was a founder member of North Kent Sc ottish Assoc ia tion. Our longest serving member is Mrs Eileen
Physic k who joined the c lub in 1963    and was a lso c lub sec retary from 1969 until 1991 when Jane
Whittington too k over.  Eileen still p lays an ac tive part a t the c lub as comm ittee member and d anc e
a rranger for our c lub danc es.

Some of our past chairmen have of course passed on. Jim Polloc k, his wife Amy, Sc ott ie Armstrong and
wife Pegg y amongst these. Ha rry Slade (former member of the London Scottish Regiment and a grea t
danc er) still lives in Eltham; Joe Beaman now lives in Ba th. Charlie Messer moved to Ma jorca a nd is no
longer in touc h but we still hear news of Alex King (our MC for many years when Scott ie retired ) from
Alic ante, Spa in. Pa t Ba rr has rec ently moved to Dorset and Jim Mac Quillan (who was a lso o ur MC) still
lives in Da rtford and is very much involved with the Ellenor Hospic e movement.

Former Chairmen still danc ing are Joyc e and Brian Bach, Elizabeth Trasler, Eileen Physic k, Hea ther Kelly
and Jane Whitt ington.  The c lub welcomes visitors to jo in the danc ing evening on Monday nights.

Jane Whittington, Eileen Physic k,  Meopham Sco ttish Country Dance Club

THE KINGS AND QUEENS OF SCOTLAND: PART 1 - THE MAID OF NORWAY

Harry Robertson, Medway And Distric t Caledonian Assoc iation

Your Ed itor has sugg ested tha t I write a p ilo t artic le on the kings of Scotland and if it p roves popula r then
to convert it into a series.  As the first mona rch chosen has a short life I though I would begin with an
introduc tory potted history of Scotland .

Sc otland , like the rest o f Brita in and Ireland , was inhabited by Celtish tribes.  The Celts were a wide-sp read
peop le, stretc hing from the Blac k Sea to Ireland .  They arrived in Brita in in a series of migra tions.  In
England the main route was from East Anglia , Kent and the South East coast and each migra tion would
d isp lac e the p revious inhabitants towards the north and west in a ripp le e ffec t.  Acc ord ing to legend the
ma in route into Scotland was via Ireland and the Irish themselves had come d irec tly from northern Spain.
There is not enough evidenc e to p rove or d isprove this legend .

The Romans tried to conquer Sc otland and fa iled .  They tried first to sett le the border with the Scottish
tribes betwee n the Forth and the Clyde but eventually pulled bac k to a line betwee n the Solway Firth
and the Tyne (Had rian's Wall).  Betwee n the Wa ll and the Forth and Clyde the Romans had c lient tribes to
p rotec t them from the more hostile tribes further north.

By about 500 AD, four recognisable peoples/ sta tes existed in Sc otland , the Pic ts, the Irish Sc ots, the British
kingdoms of Stra thc lyde and the Gododdin.

The Pic ts were the la rgest group oc cupying most o f Scotland above the Forth and Clyde.  They a re still
mysterious in many ways but the most famous fac t about them was their inheritanc e customs, whic h was
stric tly through the female line.  Kings bec ame kings bec ause their mothers were heiresses.  The children
of kings were otherwise e xc luded from the succ ession.  The Pic ts eventually united with the Irish Scots and
appear to have been absorbed into their culture.

The Sc ots or Scotti came from northern Ireland and occ upied the Argyllshire coast.  It is not c lea r when
they first arrived but p robab ly betwee n 200 and 300 AD.  In the la te 5th c entury Irish p rinc es a rrived and
too k over the sett lements and made a separa te kingdom for themselves (Dalriada ).  Eventua lly, in about
847 King Kenneth of the Dalriada bec ame King of the Pic ts as well (through his Pic tish mother) and the
two na tions were then linked by the same king.

The Kingdom of Stra thc lyde had its capita l a t Dumbarton and c overed most o f south-west Scotland and ,
a t various times, Cumbria as well.  It lost its independenc e a t the end of the 9th c entury and became a
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dependenc y of Scotland being norma lly ruled by the heir to the Scott ish throne.  Stra thc lyde reta ined its
own identity until the 12th c entury before being fina lly absorbed into Scotland .

The Kingdom of the Gododd in held a simila r position in south east Scotland as Stra thc lyde in the west.  It
c overed (a t its maximum extent) the Lothians down to Northumberland with its capita l a t Ed inburgh.  It
was the weakest o f the sta tes and was overwhelmed by the Anglo-Saxon invaders by about the end of
the 6th c entury.  Its military strength must have bee n sapped when its roya l family and , therefore, many of
the va luab le troops, moved down to north Wales to sett le.  The king, Cunedda , is c la imed as the
anc estor o f a ll the subsequent Welsh roya l families.

Now for one of Scotland 's least known monarc hs. Margaret, the Ma id of Norway (1286 - 1290).

Marga ret was heiress to her grand fa ther, King Alexander III, c a lled the Glorious, (1249 - 1286).  His reign
sta rted well.  He married Marga ret o f England , daughter o f King Henry III and had three child ren, two sons
and a daughter.  But d isaster and d ea th struc k the family.  Firstly, his wife d ied in 1275, his sec ond son,
David in 1281, his daughter Margaret in 1283 (in childb irth) and his first son Alexander in 1284.King
Alexander married a second time in Oc tober 1285 but he d ied 5 months la ter from a fa ll from his horse a t
night near Kinghorn in Fife in 1286.  His only desc endant was his daughter's c hild , Margaret o f Norway.

King Alexander's daughter, Marga ret, was only 11 yea rs old when she was despa tc hed to Norway in
August 1281 to marry its young king, Erik II.  He was not much o lder being only 13.  Desp ite their tender
age they must have led a full ma rried life soon a fter the wedd ing as she gave b irth to a daughter,
(another Margaret) born a t Tonsberg on the 9th of Ap ril 1283 but unfortuna tely dying in the p roc ess.  With
the dea th of her unc le, Alexander, Margaret o f Norway was dec lared heiress of Sc otland in 1284 aged 10
months and on the dea th of her grand fa ther she became Scotland 's first reigning Queen a t the age of a
few w ee ks under 3 years.

Sc otland was in turmoil.  Its monarch was not only a child (its first in the country's history) but lived outside
the country.  Six Gua rd ians of the Kingdom were app ointed to ac t as a Regency Counc il, made up of
two b ishops, two earls, one lord and the High Steward of Scotland .  King Edward of England could not
resist from fishing in troubled wa ters and strived to bring about an ea rly Union of the Crowns by
negotia ting a Trea ty of Marriage betwee n his young son Edward (the future Edward II) and the young
Queen.  Although King Edward mainta ined tha t Sc otland would reta in its independenc e, he ensured
tha t the c lerks inserted minor c lauses tha t a llowed him loopholes.  It was one suc h c lause tha t a llowed
Edward to take possession of the Isle o f Man (then part o f Sc otland ) in 1290.  (Edward , as the Welsh and
Sc ots would know w as the orig ina l neighbour from Hell!)

As the c ouple were c losely rela ted (first cousins) it was nec essary to see k a d ispensa tion from the Pope
before the marriage could proc ee d and this was spee dily agreed .

Edward of England put p ressure on the Scott ish pa rliament for the child to leave Norway as soon as
possib le, so tha t she could be brought up in England and a letter from the Guard ians was therefore sent
to Norway da ted 17 Marc h 1290.Edward sent a grea t ship , fully equipped and p rovisioned with a c rew of
40, to Norway in May 1290 to bring the little Quee n bac k to England but King Erik refused to a llow his
daughter to embark so it had to return emp ty, much to the anger o f King Edward .

However, King Erik then arranged for the litt le Queen to travel d irec tly to Sc otland in the Autumn of the
same yea r and she was ac companied by Bishop Na rve of Bergen and the Ba ron Haakonson and his
wife.  Alas there were storms off the Orkney coast and the little girl, never very strong, d ied on board ship
in the hands of the Bishop .  The e xac t da te of her dea th is unc erta in but it is believed to have bee n 26th
Sep tember 1290.  Technica lly, Quee n Margaret never touched Scott ish so il because the Orkneys, a t this
time, were pa rt o f Norway.  The ship returned the body to Norway where her fa ther King Erik had the
c offin opened and c losely examined the body before ac knowledging tha t it was his daughter's corpse.

The litt le child , not yet 8 yea rs old , was buried beside her mother in the stone wall on the north side of the
c hoir in Christ's Church Bergen.

The consequenc es of the Quee n Marga ret's dea th was the d isastrous wa r betwee n England and
Sc otland which lasted for about 400 yea rs.  King Edward could not forget he had Sc otland so nea rly in his
grasp so he tried to take by forc e wha t he lost through marriage.
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King Erik obviously liked Scott ish women because he married sec ondly, Isabella , the sister o f Robert the
Bruc e but had no further c hild ren.  He d ied in 1299 aged 31.

Fina lly, in the year 1300, one yea r a fter the dea th of King Erik, a woman from Lubec k in Germany c la imed
to be the "lost" Queen Margaret.  This "fa lse" Marga ret was tried , convic ted and burned as an impostor a t
Nordness, Bergen and her husband beheaded in 1301.The c ourt had no d ifficulty in find ing the ac cused
Guilty knowing how c losely the la te king had examined the little Queen's corpse before its buria l.

77KKH�H�&&KKUURRQQLLFFOOHHUU

ADVANCE NOTICE: A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES

              KASS Autumn Dance               

12 November , 2005 at Petts Wood Memorial Hall

BOOK YOUR TICKETS EARLY from your club secretary!
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QUIZ
Ann Townend has c leverly put together a verse that combines a number of Sco ttish Dances.  I must say I
once co nsidered something similar but co uldn’t work in my favourite puns - where c an you slot phrases
suc h as a “ Nun, so pretty” and “ The knees of Mag gie knoc k together”  into a story?  Ann has co unted 67
da nces (but one is a b it of a c heat) – how many c an you spot? No prizes exc epting the g low of personal
ac hievement – The Editor

Ceilidh Poem

Whilst w orking at my desk on a c loudy summer’s day
I thought ‘ I fee l so tired , I’ ll have to get aw ay’ .
My mind is in a fidget from burning midnight oil
I’ ll take a rest and be thankful, aw ay from m y daily
toil
The planes a re all boo ked up by now , the tra ins a re
on go-slow
So I’ ll get into my c a r and to Scotland I w ill go.
It took three days to get there, the tra ffic w as so bad
But I ended up in Glasgow w here I met my Glasgow
lad.
“ Now w hat should I be see ing?” I asked this b risk
young lad
‘I’ ll send you off to friends of mine, to see you they’ ll
be glad .
Just take the road to Malla ig” his face w as w reathed
in smiles
“ Round the Devil’ s Elbow to mee t MacDonald of the
Isles” .

Stay a w hile w ith Bonnie Anne and w hen it ’s time to
sally forth
Go o n to Muirland Willie and then Rose of the North.
Captain Whiteside, Duke of Perth, I’ ve friends in every
sphere” ,
I thanked him for his kindness but quietly thought
“ Oh, dear” .

I’ve only got tw o w eeks up here, his ideas w ill take
time.
I’ ll find my ow n w ay round this land , I’m sure I’ ll be just
fine.
His plans for me, I have to say, w ere really rather
sca ry
So I set off for the Isle of Skye, my spirits light and airy
Broadford Bay and Culla Bay w ere sparkling in the
sun
I had a really lovely time. After a ll, it ’s just for fun.

I then w ent south from Oban, dow n round Guthrie
Toe.
Where I met a highland fa ir run by three sisters of
Glencoe.
“ Come to the fa ir and join the fun” the w ord w as
quic kly sp reading ,
To raise a glass and d anc e a jog to celeb rate Marie ’s
Wedding .
I thought “ I’ ll stop and loo k a round , I fa ir I c an’t resist
And w hile I’m here I’ ll treat myself to a w ee d ram of
Scotc h Mist
They made me very w elcome and bid me to join in
“ The music makars a re here” they said , “ so let the
party begin”

“ Haste to the w edding , have some fun, make the pa rty
fine and dandy
Let’s have a ceilidh, d rink some wine and feast on sugar
c andie

I met suc h a jolly c row d that day, the finest in the land
The merry dancers too k to the floor to Seton’s Ceilidh Band
The p rett y ladies laughing said “ Before the night is over
We’ll have you all up on the floo r dance the Irish Rover”
The last of the la irds, a spiffin c hap , the gentleman and his
w ife
Regaled us w ith merry ta les of the w ee Cooper o’ Fife.

Miss Allie Anderson, d ressed to kill, quite too k Tommy Ford ’s
fancy
But that w as quickly dealt w ith but a sidesw ipe from Spouse
Nanc y
Wic ked Willie, naughty boy, in triumph yelled in g lee
“ At last I’ ve got that highland lass to sit upon my knee.
The Laird of Milton’s daughter has a slim and shapely body
Will someone kindly g ive her a buc ket of hot toddy?”
My ‘one w ee d ram’ w ent on and on, w e all got t ight as
ticks
And the bonnie lass of Bon Acc ord got herself in quite a fix
The danc ing master’s had enough, he’s c rashed out onto
the floo r.
And Jack o’Carron g roaned and said “ I can’t d rink any
more!”
The ladies of Dunse had all passed out, beer sta ins on their
gow ns
When Mrs Helpb urn belc hes, old Miss Nanc y frow ns.
We wished eac h other happy returns and said let’ s meet
again
By the time I left that merry band the moon w as on the
w ane.

I left to lay my ac hing head at an inn called Ship O’Grace
The very next day the w eather b roke so I pac ked my things
in haste.
The sky above w as da rkening w ith w ild geese on the w ing
Then le tempete b roke in force, a truly aw esome thing .
The ta ll trees round the singing sands w ere torn limb from
limb
Their b ranc hes hurled into the loc h by force of the w histling
wind
My trip up here I hoped w ould be a tribute to the borders
But thanks to the torrentia l ra in, bec ame the mee ting of
the w aters.
I stood and w atched the w ind on Loc h Fyne then found
my route w as bloc ked
So I sat and w aited out the storm w ith the minister on the
loc h.
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At last, the w aters d rained w ay and I w as free to
roam.
I’ve reac hed the gates of Edinburgh to take the tra in
bac k home.
I’ve had enough of d riving , I’m going on alone
I’ ll let the tra in take the stra in and my c a r can follow
me home.
The e xpress that’s taking me bac k south is rac ing
through the night.
Bac k to my friends in Canterbury, bac k to the fireside
bright.
I’ve many happy memories of my visit to that a rea ,
But next year I think I’ ll p lay it sa fe w ith a nic e trip to
Bavaria.

Ann Townend

Answers are on Page 21
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WHAT THE PAPERS SAY…
THE MINISTER ON THE LOCH

Reverend Dr Robert Walker Skating on Dudd ingston
Loc h

(c 1795; 30x25 in) by Sir Henry Raeburn.  Na tional Gallery
of Scotland

This yea r’ s p ic ture for darkest winter is Henry Raeburn’ s
sma ll portra it o f Reverend Dr Robert Wa lker Ska ting on
Dudd ingston Loc h.  Pa inted some time in the mid -
1790’ s , this lighthea rted but exquisite portra it o f a
learned Scott ish Divine a t his leisure is one of the most
popula r p ic tures in the Na tional Gallery o f Sc otland in
Edinburgh.

The unusual setting of Raeburn’ s portra it may have
bee n sugg ested by the sitter, who was a kee n member
of the Edinburgh Ska ting Soc iety.  He was, presumably,
p roud of the skills he had acquired in figure ska ting,
desc ribed but his fellow enthusiast Lord Coc kburn as
‘ the poetry in motion’ .  The elegant pose which he has
struc k for Raeburn would have been rec ognised by 18th

Century ska ters as the travelling position.  This stanc e
enab led the ska ter to cover the maximum distanc e
with the minimum of effort, and involved the d iffic ult
ac t o f ma inta ining ba lanc e while keep ing both arms
fo lded across the chest to reduc e wind resistanc e.

The a rtist has made the most o f the contrast betwee n the sternly asc etic b lac k c ostume of the Scottish
Minister and the wild bac kdrop of Duddingston Loc h on which he is shown ska ting – a stretc h of wa ter a t
the base of an outc rop of volc anic rock known as Arthur’ s Sea t, just east o f Edinburgh.  The p inkish-grey
c rags and sky have been painted with grea t free dom, whereas the figure of the Reverend Robert Walker
himself is so tightly drawn and pa inted tha t he appears a lmost as a silhouette against an icy vaporous
wilderness.  Perhaps this was the a rtist’ s way of sugg esting tha t, for a ll his appa rent p rob ity and self-
restra int, the minister was a t hea rt something of a romantic – a man, a t any ra te, with a penchant for
c omm unic a ting with na ture.

Sitter and artist were a lmost exac tly the same age, Raeburn the younger by just a year.  They may have
bee n friends, to judge by the a ffec tiona tely p layful c ha rac ter o f the portra it.  Raeburn had rec ently
travelled to Rome to study the art o f antiquity and there a re e choes of the antique in his sub jec t’ s pose,
whic h mock-heroica lly rec a lls those of the marb le figures of anc ient Gree k and Roman a thletes.  He is
shown in perfec t profile too , as Roman emperors were on coins and medals.

The subjec t o f the pa inting, however, rec a lls Dutc h 17th Century a rt and in particular the works of
Hend ric k Averc amp , who had popula rised the genre of the winter landscape, peopled by ska ters.
Reverend Dr Walker had spent his forma tive yea rs in Holland – his fa ther, William, a lso a minister, had
bee n transla ted to Rotterdam when Robert was five – and reta ined a lifelong interest in Dutc h history and
soc iety.  As well as publishing a volume of sermons and The Psalms of David Methodized , Walker was the
author o f Observa tions on the Na tional Cha rac ter of the Dutch, and the Family Cha rac ter of the House
of Orange.  So Raeburn’ s p ic ture of him may have been intended to convey, among other things, his
a ffinity with Holland .

One of the most app ea ling aspec ts of the p ic ture is the extremely delica te pa inting of fine deta il,
particularly in the ic e ska tes and the ic e itself.  This may have been a legacy of Raeburn’ s apprentic eship
to the lead ing Edinburgh jeweller and goldsmith, James Gilliland , as the art historian Dunc an Thomson
has eloquently a rgued : ‘ The filig ree within the buc kle on the strap a t the ska ter’ s right knee and the taut
c omplexities of the a rrangement o f the p ink ribbons tha t b inds the ska tes to his shoes a re a reminder of
the manipula tive skills tha t Raeburn must have developed d uring his apprentic eship… Perhaps the tour
de forc e of observa tion and the find ing of equiva lent forms a re the marks of the ska ter (or those who
have c irc led with h im) has made on the ic e: the c urving g roo ves inc ised with some approp ria te tool (a
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tec hnique not unusual for Raeburn) in a liquid , greyish white whic h has bee n spread over a da rker grey
tha t has been a llowed to d ry and the edges of these tiny furrows, more pronounc ed towards the bottom
of the p ic ture, tipped in with a purer white to simula te the fro th of ic e thrown aside by the cutt ing b lade’ .

There may be a lso be a b roader symbolic d imension to this portra it. Edinburgh in the la te 19th c entury was
the c entre of the Scottish Enlightenment - the c ity of David Hume and the Adam b rothers, a p lac e whic h
p rided itself on being the intellec tua l c apita l o f Sc otland .  Walker, who was a philosopher as well as a
minister, was in many ways an embodiment o f the sp irit o f the Enlightenment and the trac ery of
serpentine ska te-trac ks around him on the ic e may be seen as a kind of metaphor for the free
movements of his thought.  While he is evidently something of an ecc entric , ecc entric ity itself was viewed
as a mark of free dom of thought in enlightenment Brita in.  Tha t a tt itude is to be found in John Stuart Mills’
On Liberty, where the author says, in passing, tha t ‘Ecc entric ity has a lways abounded’ – a remark with
whic h, I suspec t, the ska ting minister would have wholehearted ly agree d .

Article  spotted by David How, Gravesend,
 and Kate Middleham, Sittingbourne,

  taken from the Sunday Telegraph, 12 December 2004

Kate add s:

“ The Reverend Robert Walker Ska ting on Duddingston Loc h” is the famous pa inting by Scottish artist Sir
Henry Raeburn.  However, the senior cura tor a t the Scott ish Na tional Ga llery has examined the work in
deta il and has cast doub t on the ac tua l a rtist.  She thinks it may be the work of a Frenc hman, Henri-Pierre
Danloux, who was a “ refugee ” c ourt-pa inter and c ame to Edinburgh during the French Revolution in the
1790’ s.  The Sugg estion p rovoked instant outrage from fans of the pa inting as it is a Sc ottish icon.

AROUND THE SOCIETIES
CANTERBURY ST ANDREW’S SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE GROUP

Eilee n Ac ott reached the milestone of 80 years on 6th Ap ril 2005 and we dec ided tha t this was an
occ asion tha t we should not let pass without c elebra tion pa rticula rly as Eilee n has bee n teaching a t
Canterbury for more than 40 yea rs. Acc ord ingly it was agreed to mark the day (a lbeit two days la te) on
Friday a t our usual c lub evening when we knew that a t least two dozen people would c ome to danc e. In
the event, we were thirty and tha t’ s a good number for an informal party, and one bottle o f Sherry is just
enough, a llowing for non-drinkers and being a trifle (sherry trifle ha ha ! Sorry about tha t) c areful as you
slop the d rink into the glasses. (Plastic o f c ourse, only the best for Canterbury St. And rews SCD). And so,
with just three wee ks to go, we arranged for a c ake to be bought, a ca rd with a sp rig o f hea ther and
d isp laying Scottish country danc ers to be e spec ia lly made, and , the c rowning glory, a danc e to honour
Eilee n’ s b irthday to be devised by Pa t Ansell. Sorted!

Sinc e “ 80 years young” a lready adorned another danc e, Pa t’ s danc e, expertly (as one would expec t)
and quic kly completed , is titled simply “ Eilee n’ s Med ley” . Now a ll we had to do was to get the demo
team to lea rn the danc e with just two wee ks to go. So with two ½ hour p rac tic e sessions and much effort
on Pa t’ s part, p lus a hurried ten minute wa lkthrough beforehand in the lad ies changing roo m a t
Canterbury College (and a very cosily restric ted a rea it is!) and a fter sherry and cake, the demonstra tion
was mounted , much to Eileen’ s delight. It rea lly is a most delightful danc e and a joy to perform. All went
well and then everybody had a go. Succ ess – now w e rea lly had it c rac ked . And you can danc e it too ,
when you a ttend our danc e on 21st May a t St. Anselm’s Sc hoo l, Canterbury.

You might think tha t enough is enough, tha t’ s suffic ient c eleb ra tion for one night. But no, there’ s more to
c ome. We had a cunning p lan. We nee ded to make p resenta tions to two other people, but not wanting
to a lert them to this fac t we invited them to c elebra te Eilee n’ s b irthday (probably not as c unning as
Ba ld ric k of Blac k Add er fame but well, it worked d idn’ t it?) Now Eilee n had some idea tha t we would d o
something to mark her b irthday, but none as to how w e would ac tua lly do it. After a ll the
a forementioned exc itement she was a lso p resented with a pa inting of a horse (she is pa rticula rly fond of
horses) beautifully exec uted by Janie Grimwood . Wha t an evening for Eilee n. And then ------ first we
surp rised Ann Townend , who was our sec retary for seven yea rs, with a flowering Cherry bush for her lovely
ga rden, o f whic h she is rightly proud . And sec ondly, an even grea ter surp rise for our p revious secreta ry,
Diane Kirkbank, with twenty years servic e, who rec eived a spec ia lly comm issioned p la te with a thistle in
the c entre and our title and  “ For Auld Lang Syne” around the edge. Now w e may be slow but we do like
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to honour those who work so hard for the group and it t ranspires tha t when Diane la id down her quill and
stepp ed d own from her high stoo l, c lub funds were somewha t parlous, to say the least, and we were in
no position to be generous. Thus we have rec tified our omission. And it a ll made for a very happy
evening, c ulmina ting in a fina l modest p resenta tion of a gift voucher to Pa t Ansell for a ll her effort and
enthusiasm in devising and teac hing “ Eilee n’ s Med ley” . Then on with the danc ing!

David Papa

COBTREE SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING GROUP

This yea r marks an important milestone for Cob tree . It is our 30thanniversa ry.  Not only tha t, it is a lso John
and Jan Day’ s ruby wedd ing anniversary.  To mark these events we have a rranged a very spec ia l
Celebra tion Summ er Danc e a t Ditton Comm unity Centre on Sa turday 25th June. We have bee n luc ky
enough to be able to boo k Frank Reid and his band for the danc e. Tic kets a re availab le from Jan Day.

Over the last yea r we have welcomed a to ta l o f 1900 peop le to our c lub nights on Wednesday a t Grove
Green Hall. In tha t time we have given £2000 to Ma idstone Menc ap whose fine work we have supported
sinc e the forma tion of the group .

This yea r, in add ition to o ur own danc e we will be hosting the KASS Autumn Tea Danc e on 2nd Oc tober
and continue with our p rogramm e of demonstra tions.

Visitors and new members are a lways welcome a t our c lub night every Wednesday throughout the yea r.

Brian Knell

DOVER SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING GROUP

Perhaps the dec id ing fac tor was an inc rease in ha ll hiring charges in the New Year tha t promp ted the
Dover SCD Group to move to a new venue.  We had suffered each winter with inapp rop ria te hea ting
and a so lid co ld conc rete floor tha t had sta rted to Monday c lub nights a b it o f an ordeal.  It rea lly is hard
to danc e with ha t, sc arf, g loves and lea ther jac ket!  However, we were luc ky to find a superb new
c omm unity ha ll with not only a sp rung floor but a lso under-floor hea ting.  The rad ia tors a lso worked!  It
was a lso going to be much c heaper as we wanted to make a b loc k booking.  So in Janua ry 2005 we
moved .

Our first evening saw us dressed , by habit, for the c old .  As the e vening progressed we had to pee l o ff as
many layers as we c ould , as our new venue – the Triangle Centre on the Poulton Industria l Esta te a t the
end of Coombe Valley Road , see med to be sub -trop ica lly warm!

The hall is sp lendid .  On one wall are three spec tacular c eramic mura ls.  The lower level o f the walls has
slowly changed co lour sinc e Janua ry as pa inting has p rogressed .  And it is b liss to stand for a moment, on
the spot, and fee l the wa rmth coming up through one’ s ghillies!!  Monday c lub nights a re now
c ompletely d ifferent and we are aware of a change in the a tmosphere.  We sta rt a litt le la ter, a t 8.15
now, as a five-a -side team use the sports ha ll before us.  However, tha t is a sma ll p ric e to pay for warmth,
a superb floor and a c onvenient kitc hen complete with a ll mod -cons.

If this a ll reads too good to be true – never fear you will have a chanc e to try it out for yourself.  Our
Oc tober Danc e is usually held a t St Margarets Village Ha ll but as a p rior one-off pa rty has pre-booked for
2006 we a re going to make use of our new venue.  Furthermore, if your app etite has been whetted and
you c annot wait till next yea r, then look out for the Autumn Tea Danc e, whic h is to be held in Dover.
Guess where we will hold it.  Tha t’ s right in our brilliant new home.  If you cannot wait till then, even, then
we would welcome any visitors on a Monday night – just drive past Buc kland Hospita l to the end of the
road , first left a t the round -a -bout and first right – we are in the new build ing on the left.

Alan Frenc h

GRAVESEND AND MEOPHAM SOCIETIES
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MEDWAY AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION

The Medway & Distric t Caledonian Assoc ia tion held its first RSCDS Meda l Tests for Child ren loc a lly, a t St
Mary’ s Island Community Centre Hall on Sunday 17 Ap ril 2005.  Congra tula tions to the 20 youngsters who
danc ed through the various grades and a tta ined the following results –

Introduc tory Grade – 2 passes/ 1 c red it

Grade 1 – 5 passes/ 1 c red it

Grade 2 – 3 c red its/ 1 d istinc tion

Grade 3 – 1 c red it

Grade 4 – 3 c red its

Grade 5 – 3 d istinc tions

Our thanks too to o ther c lass members who weren’ t doing the tests, but willingly c ame a long to make up
sets and partner o ther danc ers.

Barba ra Meade and Marga ret Anne Robertson

Congratula tions to a ll involved a nd thanks to Marga ret Anne, Barba ra a nd a ll their supporters for their
enco uragement and hard work put in to teac h the c hildren  - The Editor

MEOPHAM SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY

Dear friends,

Just had to let you know about my spec ia l b irthday danc e in Feb ruary. I was having one of those awful
“ noughty b irthdays” but instead of letting someone e lse do something I d idn’ t want to do I organised a
Spec ia l Birthday Scott ish Country Danc e.

 I booked the village hall a t Meopham and invited Meopham members, friends and rela tions whom I
thought might like to join in.

On the invita tions I stipula ted d anc ing to comm enc e a t 8.00pm. By 7.30pm all o f the danc ers had a rrived
and were sitt ing on their chairs wa iting, shoes on! Still no non-danc ers a t 7.50pm Thinking tha t my p lans
were going to go haywire the non danc ers sudd enly a ll turned up together.  The p rogramm e consisted of
16 danc es, some easy danc es inc luded . I welcomed everyone and sa id tha t I hoped d anc ers would
assist the non-danc ers and the evening was off to a good start.

Paula Dyke ac ted as MC and c a ller. The first danc e Cheviot Rant was announc ed , and the floor filled up
imm edia tely. After tha t there was no stopping everyone. The danc ers led the novic es through the
danc es sometimes with ease sometimes with hilarity. Children and adults a like, some whom have never
bee n seen on a danc e floo r before cast, ree led , made arches and c irc led and bac k. At ha lf time my
eleven yea r old Grandson sa id this was the best party he had ever been to .

I had p lanned the programm e so tha t danc ers c ould d anc e some of the danc es without guid ing the
non-danc ers but when I looked a round everyone was up determined to have a go a t everything on the
p rogramm e. Nobody wanted to be left out in fac t.

The evening ended a ll too soon but everyone agree d tha t they d idn’ t rea lise wha t goo d fun we have.
They a ll went home with music and laughter ring ing in their ears. I hope it will be a night to remember. It
c erta inly was for me.

A friend to ld me tha t they were invited to a party last wee k-end . When they got there it was a no isy d isco
and was so d ismayed a fter the Sc ottish Country Danc e tha t they left a fter a short time.

The only d isapp ointing pa rt o f this ta le is tha t there have not bee n any new rec ruits a t Meopham on
Monday evenings.

Rega rds Jane

Jane Whittington

ORPINGTON AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION

The large number of members and friends who a ttended the Orp ington & Distric t Ca ledonian Soc iety's
Ceilidh, held on 10 March a t Petts Wood Memoria l Ha ll, were trea ted to a most enjoyable evening. 
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Bagpiper Hugh Mac kay began proc eed ings in trad itional style, followed by danc ing which continued
throughout the evening, interspersed by various items of enterta inment fea turing members of the
Soc iety. Pa t Rowe's unacc ompanied sing ing of Sc ottish and Irish folksongs was truly moving. David
Cullens’ side-sp litting rec ita tion on the trava ils o f a Glaswegian bus conduc tor was fo llowed by Edna
Cott rell on the ac cord ion, an instrument so vita l for a Scott ish evening. The lad ies of the Wednesday
group d isp layed their stunning new outfits, designed by Va lerie Vinc ent, and together with their
gentlemen performed the taxing danc e 'Auc hindoun Castle'.  Danc ing resumed a fter the interva l when
members of the  Monday Beginners Class d rew rap turous app lause for their performanc e of "Bramble
Circ le" which began as a trad itiona l c ountry danc e and then skilfully transformed into roc k & roll.  Popula r
Sc ott ish songs were performed by the  trio Betty, Sylvia and Joan, ac companied on the p iano by Betty
Davidson.  Elisabeth Leishman, who convened the Ceilidh, then gave a rend ition of  'Olde Tyme
Danc ing ', acc ompanied by Lesley Vinc ent a t the p iano. Members of the Comm ittee d isp layed a superb
range of ac ting skills in a somewha t less-than-profound sett ing of a Gree k tragedy.  President Angela
Campbell then a llowed the audienc e to 'recover', before thanking a ll pa rtic ipants for their contributions
to a highly enterta ining evening.

Elisab eth Leishman

SIDCUP AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN ASSOCIATION

IN MEMORIUM

Andrew Wylie ; 1 st August 1933 – 12 th March 2005

O Flower of Scotland, When Will We See Your Like Aga in?

On a grey day in March, in a sma ll chapel in his adopted county of Kent, a hund red peop le ga thered to
say fa rewell to And rew.  Led by a p iper, he a rrived to the tune of the Gree n Hills o f Tyro l, entered chapel
to The Ba tt le’ s O’er and a fter a very moving servic e, departed to the haunting melody of Highland
Ca thed ra l.

And rew w as born in Motherwell on 1st August 1933, the first o f two sons of Thomas and Elizabeth Wylie.  His
p rimary educ a tion yea rs were spent in Scotland but a t the age of 11 he moved with his family to
Birmingham.  And rew’s fa ther was kee n on him lea rning a trade, so o n leaving sc hool a t the age of 16 he
sta rted work as an enginee ring apprentic e.  During his time as an app rentic e, And rew applied himself to
his stud ies and was rewarded by ga ining his O.N.C.  Although anyone who knew him would never
acc use And rew of not having his fee t firmly on the ground , during his app rentic eship yea rs his thoughts
were positively in the c louds.  To be more ac cura te, he was passiona te about learning to fly.  Perhaps he
saw it as an esc ape from the noise, grease and c lamour of the workshop .  He jo ined the Air Tra ining
Corps and won a schola rship entitling him to free flying tra ining. All his spa re time was spent working
towards a Priva te Pilo ts lic ense and this he ga ined a t the age of 19.  On the strength of this tra ining,
And rew applied to jo in the Royal Air Forc e and a t the age of 21 was one of the only four selec ted by the
boa rd out o f 98 applicants.

The “ buzz” o f p ilo ting Vamp ire jets obviously d idn’ t g ive And rew enough exc itement bec ause two years
la ter, in 1956, he married Marga ret.  Sad ly, this same year his R.A.F. flying ca reer was cut short by illness
and he was ob liged to resign his commission.  With a courage and resilienc e tha t became his trademark,
And rew, with strong support from Marga ret, fought his way bac k to good health and moved to Kent.
Here he returned to enginee ring and joined Marley Tiles as a d raughtsman.  Onc e again he app lied
himself to his stud ies and a fter much hard work ga ined his H.N.C. in engineering.  While with this company
Andrew w as acc ep ted as a Member of the Institute of Mec hanica l Enginee rs.

And rew and Marga ret had two children, daughter Ann born in 1960 and son Stephen in 1965.  In 1966
Andrew jo ined BICC where he stayed until his retirement in 1997.  Severa l times during those 31 years
And rew w as hit by ill hea lth but his courage ca rried him through, even a fter major surgery.  There were
good times as well during these yea rs for as well during these years for as well as making a host o f good
friends he a lso ga ined respec t and admira tion of his co lleagues here and overseas.  During this time
Andrew w as acc redited with a pa tent and a lso achieved a Management Dip loma .  Three of the
highlights o f this period of his life however were the b irths of his grandc hild ren, Nico la in 1986, Lisa in 1989
and Scott in 1996.  Also in 1996, And rew and Marga ret c eleb ra ted their Ruby Ann iversary. Sad ly,
Marga ret’ s health deteriora ted soon a fter this and despite not being in the best o f hea lth himself, for the
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next five yea rs And rew c a red tirelessly for her.  The strong supp ort he rec eived from family and friends
c a rried him through these yea rs and espec ia lly so when Marga ret d ied in Oc tober 2001.

After a brief spell a t home, And rew thought a c ruise would be an idea l chanc e to collec t his thoughts
and formula te his future p lans, so he set sa il for Afric a .  Happily, (for him and for us), he dec ided to
imm erse himself in Scott ish Country Danc ing (as well as go lf, badminton and c ountry walks).  For the next
four years And rew embarked on numerous holidays, danc e c lasses and soc ia l danc es as well as regular
appearanc es with Maud’ s Marauders demonstra tion team.  During these years he made many friends,
as indee d he d id throughout his life.  And so, on tha t grey day in Marc h we ga thered to pay our respec ts
to And rew, a good companion and a gentleman.  Not our last respec ts mind you, for respec t will remain
for as long as we remember him.

Terry Boo rman

THANET AND DISTRICT CALEDONIAN SOCIETY

Members of Thanet and Distric t Ca ledonian Soc iety and friends of  met a t Minster Village Hall in Thanet
for their Annual Hogmanay Dinner and Danc e.

 Some sixty members and friends sa t down to Dinner consisting of c oc k-a -lee kie soup with c rusty ro lls and
butter, Steak and Porter Pie, ta tties and a medley of vegetab les, fo llowed by Profitero les in a ric h
c hocola te sauc e enhanc ed with Cherry Brandy. Tea a nd Coffee with Shortb read .

 After d inner our President Mr.... Don Mac pherson got the evening underway with a coup le of rec ita tions
before gett ing everyone up on the floor for o ld favourites like Scott ish Waltz, Gay Gordon's, Dashing
White Sergeant, Strip the Willow, Wa ltz Country Danc e and fun danc es like The Dhoo n (danc ed with
grea t hila rity as we found those who d id not know right from left) These were interspersed with anecdotes
from Don Mac pherson.

 Members of the danc e c lass demonstra ted their skills on the danc e floo r with a couple of danc es before
and a fter the quiz. The Quiz was on London Underground Sta tions (Caledonian Road being the one tha t
foxed most people).

 As usual Don b rought us up to midnight with a sing-a-long before joining Rad io Two for the Bells, 2005 was
welc omed in with a Toast, streamers and gree tings. Soon members were bac k on the floo r danc ing until
the wee sma hours ending of course with Auld Lang Syne 

Mary Rose, Membership Sec retary

ANSWERS TO THE CEILIDH POEM QUIZ
Whilst working a t my d esk on a c loud y summ er’ s d a y
I thought ‘ I fee l so tired , I’ ll ha ve to get a wa y’ .
My mind is in a fidg et fro m b urning midnight oil
I’ ll ta ke a rest and be thankful, a wa y fro m m y d a ily to il
The p la nes a re a ll b oo ked up b y now, the tra ins a re o n go-
slow
So I’ ll g et into my ca r a nd to Sco tland I w ill go.

It too k three d a ys to get there, the tra ffic wa s so b a d
But I end ed up in Gla sgow w here I met my Glasgow lad .
“ Now w ha t should I b e seeing?” I a sked this brisk young lad
‘ I’ ll send you off to friend s of mine, to see you they’ ll b e g la d .
Just ta ke the road to Malla ig” his fa c e wa s wrea thed in
smiles
“ Round the Devil’s Elbow to meet MacDonald of the Isles” .

Sta y a while w ith Bonnie Anne a nd when it’ s time to sa lly
forth
Go o n to Muirland Willie a nd then Rose o f the North.
Cap ta in Whiteside, Duke o f Perth, I’ ve friend s in every
sp here” ,
I tha nked him for his kind ness b ut q uie tly thought “ Oh, d ea r” .

I’ ve only go t two w ee ks up here, his id ea s w ill ta ke time.
I’ ll find my own wa y round this la nd , I’ m sure I’ ll b e just fine.
His p la ns for me, I ha ve to sa y, were rea lly ra ther sca ry
So I set o ff for the Isle o f Skye, my sp irits light and a iry
Broad ford Ba y a nd Culla Bay w ere sp a rkling in the sun
I ha d a rea lly love ly time. After a ll, it’s just for fun.

I then went south from Oba n, d own round Guthrie Toe .
Where I met a highland fa ir run b y three sisters of Glencoe.
“ Come to the fa ir a nd jo in the fun” the word wa s q uickly
sp rea d ing,
To ra ise a g la ss a nd d a nc e a jog to c eleb ra te Marie’s
Wedd ing.
I thought “ I’ ll stop a nd loo k a round , I fa ir I ca n’ t resist
And while I’ m here I’ ll trea t myself to a w ee d ra m of Sco tch
Mist
They ma d e me very w elco me a nd b id me to jo in in
“ The music makars a re here” they sa id , “ so le t the p a rty
b egin”
“ Haste to the wedd ing, ha ve so me fun, ma ke the p a rty fine
a nd d a nd y
Let’s have a c eilidh, d rink so me w ine a nd fea st on suga r
candie

I met such a jo lly c rowd tha t d a y, the finest in the la nd
The merry da nce rs too k to the floo r to Seton’s Ceilidh Band
The pretty lad ies la ughing sa id “ Before the night is over
We’ ll ha ve you a ll up on the floo r d a nce the Irish Rover”
The last of the la irds, a sp iffin cha p , the gentleman a nd his
w ife
Rega led us w ith merry ta les of the wee Coo per o’ Fife.
Miss Allie Anderson, d ressed to kill, q uite too k Tommy Ford ’s
fancy
But tha t wa s q uickly d ea lt w ith b ut a sid esw ip e fro m Spouse
Nancy
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Wicked Willie, na ughty b oy, in triumph ye lled in g lee
“ At la st I’ ve go t tha t highland lass to sit up on my knee.
The Laird of Milton’s da ughter ha s a slim a nd sha p ely b od y
Will so meone kind ly g ive her a b ucket o f hot todd y?”
My ‘ one w ee d ra m’ went on a nd on, we a ll go t tight a s tic ks
And the bonnie lass of Bon Acc ord go t herse lf in q uite a fix
The da nc ing master’s ha d enough, he’ s c ra shed out o nto
the floo r.
And Jac k o ’Carron groa ned a nd sa id “ I ca n’ t d rink a ny
more!”
The lad ies of Dunse ha d a ll p a ssed out, b eer sta ins on their
gowns
When Mrs Helpb urn belches, o ld Miss Nanc y frowns.
We w ished ea c h o ther ha p p y returns a nd sa id let’s meet
aga in
By the time I left tha t merry b a nd the moo n wa s on the
wa ne.

I le ft to la y my a ching hea d a t a n inn ca lled Ship O’Grace
The very next d a y the w ea ther b roke so I p a cked my things
in ha ste.
The sky a b ove wa s d a rkening w ith wild gee se on the w ing
Then la tempete b roke in forc e, a truly a weso me thing .
The ta ll trees round the sing ing sands were torn limb fro m
limb
Their b ra nches hurled into the lo ch b y force of the whistling
wind

My trip up here I hop ed would b e a tribute to the borders
But tha nks to the to rrentia l ra in, b eca me the meeting of the
waters.
I stoo d a nd wa tched the wind on Loch Fyne then found my
route wa s b lo cked
So I sa t a nd wa ited out the storm w ith the minister on the
loc h.

At la st, the wa ters d ra ined wa y a nd I wa s free to roa m.
I’ ve rea ched the ga tes of Edinburgh to ta ke the tra in b a ck
home.
I’ ve ha d enoug h of d riving, I’ m going on a lone
I’ ll le t the tra in ta ke the stra in a nd my ca r ca n follow me
home.
The express tha t’ s ta king me b a ck south is ra c ing thro ugh
the night.
Ba ck to my friend s in Ca nterb ury, ba c k to the fireside b right.
I’ ve ma ny ha pp y memories o f my visit to tha t a rea ,
But next yea r I think I’ ll p la y it sa fe w ith a nic e trip to Ba varia .

(The cheat is that Spouse Nancy should of course be My Spouse
Nancy. As well as Three Sisters of Glencoe, I used to do a dance
called Three Sisters, so that’s 68 – any more hiding in there?)

KASS AFFAIRS
KASS Committee Meeting – 1st MARCH 2005

Meeting 1/ 3/ 05 held at Cobtree Hall Maidstone
19 people a ttended representing 12 Clubs/ soc ieties
Sub jec t to a few minor amendments the minutes of the last mee ting were agree d .

No voluntee rs had c ome forwa rd yet to rep lac e the Sec reta ry or the  Soc ia l Sec reta ry in time for the next
AGM.  The next Tea Danc e was to be held on Marc h 20th, hosted by Medway. The Autumn Tea Danc e
will be hosted by Cob tree on Oc tober 2nd . The KASS Highland Ball will take p lac e on 14th May hosted by
Dover and the KASS Autumn  Danc e will take p lac e on November 12th hosted by Orp ington. Lastly the
KASS Walk will be on Sunday 26th June hosted by RSCDS Tun Wells. For 2006 hosts a re required for the
KASS Ba ll on 13th May and the KASS Autumn Danc e on  11th Nov. Due to the c lash of da tes this yea r the
d ia ry now g ives the future da tes up to 2010.

At the beginning of the mee ting Ia in Kinnear, the Cha irman, welcomed  Alan Mills and Alan was
subsequently co-op ted onto the c ommittee as  Newsletter Ed itor. Rita Menzies and her trusty helper
David were thanked for a ll  their efforts in p roduc ing the Newsletter up to now.

The Treasurer c ircula ted the acc ounts to da te and exp la ined severa l  items. The Tea danc es d id not
c over their expenses so the pric e may have to  rise. The dona tions tha t KASS make will be d isc ussed a t
the next mee ting in  time for the Highland Ba ll and the AGM.

The current position on Insuranc e was expla ined by Ken Hamilton who had voluntee red to take over this
a rea of responsib ility and as the cost o f the p remium was not now inc luded in the KASS subsc rip tion Clubs
had to  c ontac t Ken for Insuranc e cover. Medway, Orp ington and Dover & E. Kent had  c hanged their
venues for their wee kly danc es and members should contac t the respec tive Secretary if they wish to visit
these c lubs.

The next mee ting will take p lac e on Tuesday 3rd May 2005 a t 8pm
Peter Forrow , Secretary

AN ADVERT FROM THE KASS SECRETARY

Vacancy
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Part Time Administra tor wanted
Must have a passing interest in ethnic danc e trad itions, pa rticula rly Scott ish

Must be ava ilab le a t the beginning of Marc h, May and Oc tober in eac h yea r
Pleasant telephone manner (and a telephone!) essentia l

Knowing how to use a typewriter or computer would be an advantage
The ability to take minutes a t enhanc ed ta lking spee ds is desirab le
The ability to foretell the future or pred ic t the unlikely is a key too l

Putt ing people’ s problems and requirements in front o f your own is a p re-requisite
Must sa tisfy the d iverse needs of up to 57 reg ional members and 4 boa rd members

If you have any one of the above qua lific a tions you may have wha t it takes to be the next Sec retary of
KASS.  Do not tell anyone, they will put you off the idea , just app ly now to the c urrent Sec retary, do not
enc lose any referenc es, money or any previous experienc e as the post is unremunera ted and may
involve you in many enjoyable hours of o ffic e work, record kee ping, photo copying, e-mailing, stuffing
envelopes and shuffling papers
Oh I nea rly forgot a good memory would be help ful imp roved

Note. This advert has been improved by the equal opportunities panel

Hmmm , he rea lly tries and sells it,  says the Editor.  It is a wonderful job, as Peter will no doubt tell you, but
he has co mpleted severa l years in the post and he hopes someone will co me forward to fill this p ivotal
role in KASS as he moves on to pastures new.  Please co nsider whether you c an take this on, and
voluntee r through one of the KASS comm ittee, and a lso if you want to nominate yourself as a
replacement Event’s Sec retary, I’m sure Margaret Harwood would b e more than happ y to lead you
through the ropes, ….and the c hains and shac kles….

NEWSLETTER IN YOUR INBOX?

Would you like to receive a free c opy of the newsletter by email?
 Please e mail the Editor at alanpmillsuk@yahoo .co.uk by 31st May to make your request.

  The newsletter will be emailed to subsc ribers en masse o n 1st June.
 Ensure that your Inbox c an receive files up to 2Mb.  The Newsletter is in Mic rosoft® Word format.

  Onc e subsc ribed, the Editor will keep your ad dress on file
and you will receive new editions as they are co mpleted.
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KASS Insurance

Of the KASS nineteen member organisa tions, seventeen
and KASS have agree d to pa rtic ipa te in the KASS Pub lic
Liab ility Insuranc e.  The advantage to the partic ipa ting
members is tha t the insuranc e p remium is sha red by a la rge
number of organisa tions.  The to ta l premium for the
insuranc e is £787.50, whic h, when d ivided by the 18 insured
organisa tion means tha t the p remium per organisa tion is
£43.75.

To ensure continuity o f insuranc e from the 1st May, KASS has
agree d to pay the p remium in full and co llec t the ind ividua l
c ontributions over the next few w ee ks.

The scope of the insuranc e is:

‘Assoc iation of Soc ieties (18) whose ac tivities inc lude Dinner
Dance s, Walks, BBQ’s, Dance s, Day Trips to Flower Festiva ls,
Soc ia l Gatherings, Theatre Trips, Wee kly Meetings and the
like.  There is usually at least one e vent eac h week
arranged b y one of the groups with a ttenda nce from 30 –
600 for large e vents.  The standard exce ss app lic able to this
polic y is £500.  Public Liab ility is ba sed on £5,000,000 limit of
indemnity.’

Copies of the insuranc e schedule have bee n issued to a ll o f
the pa rtic ipa ting organisa tions.

All questions on the insuranc e should be addressed to Ken
Hamilton, Deputy Chairman, telephone 01227 762075 or by
e-ma il, kenhamilton1@compuserve.c om.

Ken Hamilton, Deputy Chairman
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KASS Autumn Tea Dance

2 October, 2005

at Grove Green Community Centre

Hosted: Cobtree Scottish Dancing Group
2.15 –5.15

MCs Dick Barford,   John Day

EASY PROGRAMME

Bring A Picnic

£1 for a cup of tea

PLEA FROM THE EDITOR - WITHER THE NEWSLETTER?
Well, we hope not; but whither the newsletter?  Wha t
should the newsletter be doing?  How should it look?
Wha t is KASS, the soc ieties and the members p repared
to pay for?  Over the course of the next few months, I
hope to look a t a lterna tive ways to put out the
newsletter, c overing the forma t, the p rinting and the
c ostings.  The first stages of this a re to look a t a ll the
op tions, and to get feedbac k from you, the readers.  If
anyone has pub lishing experienc e, knows of
c onnec tions in the advertising, printing and publishing
world tha t we might tap into , I would love to hear from
you.  Also I expec t my next postbag to be full o f
op inions and ideas from the members of the content in
the newsletter.  Please don’ t hold bac k; a t this stage
a ll things will be considered .
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KASS Diary, 2005

Secretaries; please ensure your society’s events are passed to the KASS secretary well in advance for entry in the
diary to avoid clashes and publicise your special occasions to the rest of KASS. Also, the secretary is happy to enter
dates where venues and other details are uncertain; but would request updates when you can confirm.

Year 2005
21/ 05/ 2005 Canterbury St. And rews Sp ring Ball St Anselms RC Sc hool Green Ginger
28/ 05/ 2005 Sidcup Danc e St Johns Ha ll Robin Ellis
28/ 05/ 2005 Tunbridge Wells & Crowborough Spring Ball Bee c hwood School Pembury Rd . T. Wells
 4/ 06/ 2005 Orpington Summ er Danc e, Petts Woo d Memoria l Hall.  Rob in Ellis
11/ 06/ 2005 Isle of Thanet SCD Summ er Danc e, Minster Vill.Hall, Records

25/ 06/ 2005
Cob tree 30th Ann iversa ry Danc e Ditton Comm unity Centre   Frank Reid Band (bring a
p la te)

26/ 06/ 2005 KASS Walk. RSCDS T Wells The Pavilion Kemsing from 1.30pm. 1 long, 1 short Wa lk
09/ 07/ 2005 North Kent Danc e St. Paulinus Ha ll Rec orded
16/ 07/ 2005 Meopham & Gravesend Picnic Danc e Northflee t Sc hoo l Caber Feidh ( Indoors if wet)
30/ 07/ 2005 Sidcup Danc e St Johns Ha ll Robin Ellis
27/ 08/ 2005 Sidcup Danc e St Johns Ha ll Taped Music
24/ 09/ 2005 Med way Autumn Ball  Kemsley Hall
24/ 09/ 2005 Sidcup Danc e St Johns Ha ll Robin Ellis
01/ 10/ 2005 Tunbridge Wells & Crowborough Danc e, St.Dunstan’ s Hall
01/ 10/ 2005 Dover SCD Group St Marga rets a t Cliffe.  Supper + Band Green Ginger
02/ 10/ 2005 KASS Autumn Tea Danc e Grove Gree n Comm unity Centre hosts Cob tree
08/ 10/ 2005 North Kent Danc e St. Paulinus Ha ll Rec orded
08/ 10/ 2005 Orpington Autumn Danc e, Petts Wood Memoria l Hall.  Robin Ellis
15/ 10/ 2005 RSCDS Tun. Wells Autumn Danc e Weald of Kent Sc hool Scott ish Measure
22/ 10/ 2005 Isle of Thanet SCD Autumn Danc e, Minster Vill.Hall, Records
29/ 10/ 2005 Canterbury St And rews Autumn Danc e Litt lebourne Village Hall (new venue) Rec ords
12/ 11/ 2005 KASS Autumn Danc e. Petts Wood Memoria l Hall hosts Orp ington, ra ffle North Kent
19/ 11/ 2005 North Kent Danc e St Paulinus Hall Robin Ellis
19/ 11/ 2005 Med way Day Schoo l & St. And rews Danc e .Rainham Girls Sc hool
25/ 11/ 2005 Orpington And rews Night, The Warren, Hayes.  Robin Ellis
10/ 12/ 2005 Meopham SCDC C hristmas  Danc e Northflee t Sc hoo l Robin Ellis
10/ 12/ 2005 Isle of Thanet SCD Ceilidh, The Centre, Birchington,
31/ 12/ 2005 Orpington Hogmanay, Petts Wood Memoria l Hall. Robin Ellis
31/ 12/ 2005 North Kent Hogmanay Party Baker Trust Hall Crayford
31/ 12/ 2005 Med way Hogmanay Pa rty St Georges Centre Cha tham Maritime Recorded Music

Year 2006
 7/ 01/ 2006 Isle of Thanet SCD New Year Danc e, The Centre Birchington
13/ 01/ 2006 North Kent Burns Supper Danc e Gravesend Masonic Ha ll Robin Ellis
27/ 01/ 2006 Orpington Burns Supper, The Warren, Hayes.  Robin Ellis
28/ 01/ 2006 Med way Burns Dinner Danc e Franklin Rooms Gillingham Caber Feidh

Peter Forrow, April 2005 Secretary

THE LAST WORD

Always be sincere………. whether you mean it ……. or not.
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Michael Flanders


