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EDITORIAL  
 

Welcome to my third KASS Newsletter as Editor.  
It contains the sad news of the pass ing of Iain 

Kinnear, a much loved and respected former 

Chairman of KASS, as well as other friends from 
KASS member groups.  Our ñObituariesò pages 

contain warm reflections on lives well lived.  We 
have the usual ñNews from KASS and the Groupsò 

and other, often amusing, contributions from you, 

the grass roots readers of this KASS Newsletter.  

 

The editorôs garden in Folkestone - January 2010  

 
As I write this Editorial there are tell -tale signs of 

spring in the garden ï splashes of mauve and 
yellow in the garden, where the crocuses have  

 

burst into flower; both the South African snow 

drops and winter jasmine, imported from my 
Dadôs garden, are in flower; daffodils are 

brightening up patches here and there while tulips 
are beginning to come through.  It seems  ages 

ago that I dug my way out of the front door, 

through two feet of drifted snow.  So the beauty 
of a glistening winter sun on a garden hidden 

under a ten inch deep blanket of snow is a distant 
memory.  
 

It really was a hard winter and one that caused 

great disappointment for me with the cancellation 

of one of my favourite dances ï the Sheerness 
Burns Dance.  It was at Sheerness, in 1979, that I 

attended the first  dance since my move to Kent in 
1977.  I look on it as a significant anniversary, 

always a pleasant evening, when I can meet up 

with long established friends and make a few new 
ones!   

 
It seems a life time away that I was in t he 

pantomime ñSleeping Beautyò, in which I played 
Fusspot the Lord Chancellor (Oh no you didnôt!!  

Oh yes I did!!!!  As you can see in the photo 

below!! )  
 
 
 

Your Editor in another guise!  

Yet all these trappings of winter are soon put 
behind us as the clocks have gone forward and 

we leap in to Spring.  By the time you read this 
Newsletter  we  will  be  enjoying lighter evenings, 
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so driving across the county on a Saturday night 

will be less arduous.  Hopefully we will be able to 
follow our Chairmanôs pleas to get cars full of 

dancers visiting the north, south, east and west of 
Kent to attend other groupôs dances on a 

Saturday evening.  I am not whingeing but just 

stating the obvious.  Many of us have family and 
other commitments outside Scottish dancing.  We 

are getting older and a little less agile so, if we 
are unable to stop the gradual decline in numbers 

attending club dances, these will, inevitably, cease 

to be.  As a result of the ñcredit crunchò halls are 
more expensive to hire and bands cost more.  

Also the cost of the fuel needed to drive us across 
the county is rising.  Perhaps we need to think of 

the frequency of dances ï are there too many to 
support on a regular basis?  Should neighbouring 

groups consider an amalgamated or combined 

dance?  Is less more?  What are your views?  
Perhaps some feedback from the ñgrass rootsò of 

KASS would help the debate. 
 

This Newsletter depends on YOUR contributions if 

it is to be a success.  If there is something you 
want to say (or see) in the Newsletter, then 

remember it is YOUR KASS Newsletter and it 
depends on YOUR input.  However, do not wait till 

the next deadline but send any copy to me at any 
time, preferably by e -mail to:  

Alan@docfrench79.fsnet.co.uk 
 

or send your written contribution to my home: 
 

79 Harcourt Road, Folkestone, Kent CT19 4AE. 
 

Thankfully, spring is upon us, proved by 
temperatures reaching double figures, at last.  We 

have much to look forward to!  Hope to see you 
soon at one of our Kent dances. 
 
Alan French (KASS Newsletter Editor) 

 

CHAIRMANôS REPORT 
 

My six monthly report commences on a very sad 

note, that of the death of past Chairman of KASS, 
Iain Kinnear.  He was a very worthy ambassador, 

visiting all the Associationôs groups with his wife, 
Joan, during 2004 ï 2006.  He encouraged and 

supported all Scottish activities throughout Kent 

and was generous in his thanks to all Societies. 
 

I have attended 11 events which could have been 
more had it not been for cancellations due to 

exceptionally bad weather and that I had an 
operation at the end of January.  Unfortunately  

one Burns Dinner was cancelled, but I understand 

they were able to sell their haggis!  
 

 

 

The KASS Autumn Dance, hosted by Medway, was 

a great success and it was at that Dance a  cheque 
from KASS was presented to Demelza House. 

Chairman Muriel, with other members of the  
KASS Committee, prese nts the cheque to a  

Demelza House Representative  
 

The Dance even made a small profit, which will be 

used to cover KASS events which make losses.  

This was agreed at a Committee Meeting so that 
we are able to host more expensive and nationally 

known bands for our May Highland Ball.  It is so 
important that Societies support our KASS Tea 

Dances and the KASS Walk, so we have a buffer 
in case of a loss on the May Ball.  Also, encourage 

all your members to support the Highland Ball at 

which we have booked Sandy Nixonôs Band.  It 
will be a magical evening.  The Treasurer and 

myself are in favour of maintaining a healthy bank 
balance and we should not be seen to be ñselling 

off the silverò! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman Muriel at the KASS Spring Tea Dance  

I support Orpingtonôs ñMarch Onò dance for 
beginners  to  encourage  them  out  on  Saturday 
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nights.  Our attendances on Saturdays are sadly 

depleted so we need this new blood.  Then we 
need to get them to travel to other clubs, perhaps 

in car loads or minibuses!  It is possible, isnôt it ï 
and not just a dream?  

As always, I offer my sincere thanks to the KASS 

Officers for their support.  Well done to our new 
Events Co-ordinators, Jane and Helen, who have 

managed to book host societies for our next few 
events; to our Treasurer, Trevor, and Secretary, 

Kate, both of whom are excellent and should be 

supported in the manner in which they work; to 
Alan, our Newsletter Editor, who needs your little 

stories and jokes, etc.; and to Roger, our Vice-
Chairman, for his support and for his help with 

Orpington to arrange the May Highland Ball.  We 
need a new Vice-Chairman in October so ï are 

you out there? 
 

Have a wonderful Summer and ï happy dancing. 

 
Muriel C Greenstead   (Chairman of KASS)  

 

KASS News  
 

The Spring Tea  Dance  
Sunday 18 April  

Meopham Village Hall  
 

It was the first time for many years that 

Meopham Scottish Country Dance Club had 
hosted a KASS Tea Dance.  Having finally given 

up working on Sundays, I thought it was now 
time I could volunteer Meophamôs hospitality.  

The village Hall at Meopham, where we hold our 

club evenings, is most suited to this kind of event  
as it is neither too large, nor too small.   

Some of the dancers at Meophamôs Tea Dance 
 
I suggested to our committee that we could serve 

a cream tea to enhance the enjoyment of the 
afternoon.   Some  of  our  club  members  were  

 

 

cajoled into making home-made scones, the idea 

being whatever was left from the afternoon we  
could eat on the Monday evening at our club 

meeting!  You never know how many dancers are 
going to turn up at a tea dance. So I made sure 

we had ample supplies of scones, cream and jam.  

We were all pleasantly surprised to find at 2pm , 
when the dance commenced, that the hall was full 

of people.  A group of young dancers appeared 
with Margaret Anne and Harry Robinson, soon to 

be joined by other youngsters, all eagerly 

prepared to join in the dancing  ï as the photo 
below proves!  

 

The programme, arranged and hosted by David 

How, was really dancer-friendly.  However David 
walked through a lot of the dances for those who 

needed a memory jog.  Borrowdale Exchange was 

very popular, enjoyed not only by the young and 
inexperienced dancers!  David said he had not 

seen so many laughing faces in a long time. 

Peter enjoys the Cream Tea!  

The cream tea was a great success with many 
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dancers coming back for seconds and we were all 

kept busy serving our guests who clearly enjoyed 
the refreshments!  A raffle was held, to complete 

the proceedings, and prizes mostly went to the 
young dancers, which was very pleasing to all.  A 

welcome guest was Joan Kinnear, who we were 

all very glad to see dancing again.  Also a visit 
was made by John and Pauline Honey.  Pauline 

was not able to dance but enjoyed the company 
and music.  All Meopham members attending the 

dance were very pleased that the afternoon had 

been a success and hoped all who attended 
enjoyed themselves as much as they did. 

 
Jane Whittington (Meopham)  

 
 

KASS News  -  
from the Groups  

 

News from Medway  
 

Margaret Anne reports another successful and 

enjoyable trip was made to London at the end of 
March for the Family Day of Dance at Pont Street. 

 

A successful Medway Dance was held at Upchurch 

Village Hall, dancing to the Caledonian Reelers, at 
the  end  of  March,  as  these  pictures  show. 

 

 
 

 

But the computer says!  
 

There is an organisation called PPL which licences 

clubs such as ours (and yours) to use recorded 
music for dancing.  Each January, Medway 

Caledonians send in a detailed list of the music we 

have used and (presumably) the £60 odd we pay 
for the licence trickles down to the performers 

and writers of the music.  If that was all there 
was to it, it would be great and highly 

commendable. 
 

Over the last eight or nine years Medway have 

had three club Secretaries:- Pat, Kate and Lis.  As 
each Secretary has handed over to her successor, 

the PPL organisation has been informed of the 
change of address for correspondence.  This has 

resulted in Pat receiving letters addressed to Kate, 

Kate receiving letters addressed to Lis, and Pat 
and Lis both receiving letters addressed to Kate.  

This year Lis decided that enough was enough 
and wrote to PPL, stating that until she received 

an invoice addressed to her at her address she 
would not be paying the annual licence fee!  By 

return Kate, at her own a ddress, received a letter 

from a debt collection agency demanding the 
licence fee. 
 

Kate, quite naturally, was a bit upset at this and 

demanded that we sort it out .  So I looked up PPL 
on the Intern et and wrote to the Chief Executive, 

outlined the events, requested that he sort out 

the mess his organisation had got itself into and 
send an apology to Kate.  The response was two-

fold.  Firstly, I got a phone call at work (followed 
by a letter) from the Executive Assistant to the 

CE, apologising for the fact that he was out sick 

(stress from working with their computer 
system?), stating there had been a computer 

glitch which had generated the debt collectorôs 
letter, which would be cancelled immediately!  

Secondly, Lis (or was it Kate?) got a reminder for 
the PPL licence fee but for a different amount.  
 

I phoned back, received yet another apology and 
an assurance that it was now ñall sortedò. Our 

cheque has been cashed but we have to wait until 
January 2011 to be totally sure.  So if any of you 

receive a reminder from PPL that the licence fee is 
due and itôs addressed to Pat, Kate or Lis, you 

know where to send it : 
 

Mr Fran Nevrkla 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
PPL 

1 Upper James Street 
London 

W1F 9DE 
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You will probably get a reply from a charming lady 

at  PPL,  called  Candida! 
 
Bob Hunt  
(President MDCA) 

 
 

News from Sidcup and District   
 

The highlight of our social calendar is Burns Night, 

which we held on 30 January.  This was our third 
year at the VCD Sports Club, so we were feeling 

comfortable in our surroundings.  The hall looked 

festive, decorated with pennants, Scottish flags 
and a portrait of Robert Burns.  The tables were 

covered with white cloths and tartan ribbons with, 
as the finishing touch, the attractive programmes, 

designed and printed by Terry Boorman.  The 

haggis was piped in by Alex Fraser and addressed 
by Jim Watson  in  his  inimitable, dramatic style.   

 
The caterers have become experts at cooking the 

traditional meal so there was little left for haggis 
sandwiches the following week!  The Immortal 

Memory was given by David Cullens of Orpington 

and District Caledonian Society.  He gave us 
further insight into the work of Burns, as well as 

being very funny.  One joke we particularly 
enjoyed was: 
 

ñA man did not speak to his wife for two days.  

When asked why this was, he replied that he was 

too polite to interrupt her!ò 
 

Richard Armstrong and Margaret Fraser, both 
from North Kent Scottish Association, had us 

laughing again with their entertaining toast and 
reply to the Lassies.  The interpolations were to 

have been given by Iain Kinnear and the 

Response to the Toast to the Lassies by Joan but, 
sadly,  by  this  time  Iain  was  too  ill  to come. 
 

The evening was not without incident.  When 

Robin Ellis and his Band were setting up the 
amplifier suddenly gave a bang, a puff of smoke 

and a smell of burning.  Fortunately the amplifier 

used for the microphone earlier was available but 
it would take only the instruments.  Loraine 

Chase, our MC, had to manage without a 
microphone, which was no mean feat in a large 

hall with non -dancers chatting on the side.  
Loraine, luckily, has a strong voice and managed 

with her usual aplomb.   
 

Towards the end of the evening one of our 

visitors tripped during the Gay Gordons and broke 
her ankle.  The ambulance took ages to arrive.  

They said they were busy ï presumably with 
Saturday  night   drunken revellers,  not  Scottish 

 

 

country dancers!  It was a relief to learn later that 

our  injured  visitor  was  recovering  well. 
 

Our membership is slowly growing again.  Two 
new people have joined since Christmas.  Our 

monthly dances continue to be popular with 
dancers coming from a wide variety of clubs, and 

some  from  quite  far  afield. 
 

We are now girding up our loins for the summer 

season.  Our Wednesday practice sessions and 
monthly dances continue through the summer.  In 

June we have the Presidentôs Dance, in July the 
Beetle Drive and in August the Quiz.  Rene 

Farthing is organising a trip to Kentwood House in 

Suffolk in July and a weekôs holiday on the Isle of 
Wight  in  the  first  week  of  November.   
 

So there is plenty to look forward to, despite the 

doom and gloom of the countryôs current 
economic  situation. 
 

Wendy Carter  
(Sidcup and District Caledonian Association) 

 
 

News from North Kent  
 

It just shows that library services have changed 
from the days of ñSssshh donôt make a noise!ò 
 

On Saturday 17 April, North Kent Scottish 
Association (jointly with Sidcup Caledonian 

Association) had a display stand at Bexleyheath 
Central Library, to promote both A ssociations and 

Scottish Country Dancing in general.  A helpful CD 
showing a variety of Scottish Country Dances and 

techniques was shown (details are available from 

the North Kent Secretary) as were a variety of 
music, photographs and memorabilia from both  of 

the  Associations.   
 

Members from both North Kent and Sidcup were 
on hand to talk about the fun that all enjoy at 

dance circles and monthly dances.  This did prove 

of interest and created an awareness of Scottish 
Country Dancing for a number of visito rs, though 

how many will take this forward and join North 
Kent or Sidcup, of course, remains to be seen. 
 

The suggestion of a dance display at the library 

later in the year (they recently had a display of 

Russian Dancing) is being considered and thus the 
MCôs may well be arranging an appropriate dance 

programme and seeking volunteers to make up 
the sets.  
 

Now where was that book on reels and jigs....? 

 
Nigel Hewitt (North Kent) 
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News from Canterbury  
 

RING OUT THE BELLS!  

JEANNIE BROWN AND DAVID HARW OOD 

GOT MARRIED . 
 

Saturday 17 April 2010 was a happy day indeed! 
The wedding of Jeannie and David was a simple, 

yet lavish, occasion where they dedicated their 
lives to each other in love and joy, and in the 

service of God.  Their happiness was so obvious, 

almost palpable and highly contagious, infecting 
every one of the 160 plus people, from babies to 

OAPs, filling Whitstable United Reformed Church. 
The address, given by Revd. Canon Steve Coneys, 

was, appropriately enough, about the Wedding 
Feast at Cana.  All joined in the singing of the 

hymns with great gusto, making this a roof -raising 

celebration of the marriage of Jeannie and David.  

Jeannie and David cut their cake  
 

There followed a suitable pause, allowing us to 

enjoy a cup of tea , and for the bride  and groom 

to cut the cake, or perhaps to provide a photo 
opportunity with the cake, which was three tiered 

and beautiful.  We then moved on to the 
Seasalter Christian Centre for the evening 

reception.  We were right royally entertained by 

Emilyôs Abnormally Funky Band, and later by the 
Oyster Singers, a choir of which both Jeannie and 

David are members.  Indeed, if memory serves 
me correctly (and those of you who may have 

danced with me will know that it often doesnôt!), 
they met through their enjoyment of  singing with 

this  very  choir.   
 

There were ample supplies of good food and drink 

to maintain our energy for some dancing and 
even a couple of óget up and tryô Scottish Country 

dances.  A very good time was had by all but , 
eventually, we had to go home,  as the good folk 

at the Centre needed to clear up and put 

everything to rights for their Sunday services.  
 

Thank you, Jeannie and David, for providing us 
with an excuse to really enjoy ourselves, as if we  

 

 

needed one.  You also helped us avoid the 

question of what gift to give as you suggested 
donations to either Christian Aid or ñCloser to 

Homeò.  After all, as David said, ñYou donôt need 
seven toasters!ò - you must have one each 

already!  Besides, the generosity of your guests 

allows the two charities to share £2500 between 
them.  God bless you both and we wish you a 

long and happy life together.  
 

David Papa  
(Canterbury St. Andrews Scottish Country Dance 

Group/Isle of Thanet Scottish Country Dancers) 

 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 

Dear Editor, 
 

Since, in an editorial, you wrote that, at that time, 
you had had ñno follow-upò ï this I offer.   Thank 

you for taking on the (thankless?) task of Editor.  
I, for one, do value the KASS News, enjoy reading 

about other groups and information of our 

membersô hatches, matches and dispatches and 
the like, as well as ñNews from the Groupsò.  As 

for Sittingbourne, I think that despite our woeful 
numbers, we shall continue until we all eventually 

fall off our perches ï which might not be too far 
in the future.  Bert continues, de spite recent 

physical problems, to keep us together.  Thanks, 

Bert. 
 

What a lovely picture of Chairman Muriel in the 
poppy field!  Would have been even better in 

colour! (See the KASS Newsletter on the website 
for the coloured version ï Ed.) 
 

Your reminiscences of Malta interested me.  

Sadly, mine were not so happy.  While Eric and I 

were exploring, as you did, the ñsilent cityò Mdina, 
he was having acute pain which he said would be 

indigestion.  Back in Valetta the pain became 
much worse and he ended up in hospital with a 

heart attack.  The staff and the Maltese people we 

met were very kind.  However, he recovered 
sufficiently to fly home a week later to be treated 

by our own GP ï and, incidentally, continued to 
enjoy another eighteen years of retirement, 

having retired at fifty -seven. 
 

I loved the ñNews from Canterburyò poem about 

grandma.  This grandma is your original 
technophobe, even compiling these writings in 

longhand, as usual.  The ñHonest Opinionò Survey 
was VERY clever.  Margaret Anneôs grand-

daughter surely has a bright future.  
 

Yours,   
Kate  Middleham  (Sittingbourne)  
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