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Last year's St. Andrew's night saw the dedica-
tion of another piece of Society memorabilia. 
This came in the very acceptable shape of a 
new full size replica of the Society’s shield logo. 
The president Mr Don Macpherson escorted Mrs Mary Rose to the stage 
area where he invited her to perform the unveiling of the shield, covered in 
the Saltire, which was dedicated to her late husband. The shield, free stand-
ing and 27 inches tall , was dedicated by David Walker - Past President, on 
behalf of the Society, to the memory of the late George Rose who was a 
Society Vice President from 1994 to 2001. David, during his toast to the 
Society reminded all present of George’s background in keeping us and the 
City of Canterbury pipe band in order, as master of ceremonies and drum 
major respectively, tasks which George enjoyed tremendously and was 
totally proficient at.  In toasting the Society David also mentioned the overwhelming success of Cale-
donian Adventure 2004 which had brought many members and friends together for a 6 day visit to 
Scotland in August last year. The holiday also included the Edinburgh Tattoo and a visit to Scotland’s 
smallest distillery, Edradour near Pitlochary. He said, “we left Thanet as strangers and all came back 
the best of friends”  
Past President Iain Shaw delivered the toast to Caledonia & St Andrew. He retraced the origins of 
Caledonia to the landings of the Romans in East Kent as they marched north to reach the lowlands 
between the Forth and Clyde rivers and built Antonine’s wall. This wall featured in the Society’s trip  
last year when they visited the Falkirk Wheel. The Romans called the land north of the wall Caledonia, 
and so the name has survived to today. One who did not survive was St Andrew, however relics of the 
saint were brought to Scotland, so legend goes, and St Andrew became the patron saint of Scotland in 
the 8th century. 

Mrs Mary Rose with the President Mr Don Macpherson following the 
unveiling of the new shield which has been dedicated to the memory of 
the late George Rose. Society Vice President 1996 - 2001. 

180 Members and guests were welcomed by the President Mr Don 
Macpherson to this years Burns Night. The president’s guests on the 
top table were Mr Stuart Carter - The Immortal Memory, Mr Jim 
Bryden Past President Canterbury Scottish Society for the Toast to 
the Lassies and Mrs Jan Day for the lassies Response. 
Mr Stuart Carter in proposing the toast of the Immortal Memory spoke of Burns as a 
legend and his background during a time of troubles, 1707, and his being a farmers 
son from Ayrshire. Stuart, with a Scottish mother from Dundee and a father from 
Somerset described himself as a cross between Jethro and Rab C Nesbett, continued 
with a part recitation of ‘To a Louse’ to emphasise Burns’s simplistic view of life and 
then about his condition from ‘As Others See Us’ with Burns suffering from a 

strained heart, rheumatic fever and probably depression with a farm doomed to failure due to lack of funds was related to mice & 
men. It was the Kilmarnock edition of Burns work that saved him from obscurity in Scotland to world recognition. ‘Scots Wha 
Hae’ was published anonymously because of various problems he had. The turn-
out at his funeral was overwhelming and for all his published works before and 
after his death his widow was left without a shilling. The Chinese have suggested 
he was one of their race ….but all agree his poetry gives a lifetime of pleasure 
around the world. 
The Toast to the Lassies was given by Mr Jim Bryden. Jim in true lampooning 
spirit  poked fun at the lassies. He did however remark that Burns was a advocate 
of women's rights, but for all the custom jibes he concluded by singing unaccom-
panied Burns’ classic love song   ‘A Red Red Rose’. For her part Mrs Day accom-
panying herself on the guitar gave a delightful and very appreciated response by 
singing two of Burns’ other songs, ‘Ye Banks and Braes’ and following raptur-
ous applause finished with ‘Ca The Ewes’. The President bringing the ‘The 
Spoutin’ to an end thanked his guests, a’ the lassies, the haggis patrol, our piper, 
the committee and the Winter Gardens. Then it was on with the dancing.  

Mrs Jan Day with the President Mr Don Macpherson 
following her singing performance after dinner. 

Mrs Jan Day singing her response 
from the Lassies. 

Caber Feidh - Our very popular resident band who have been covering the Society’s 
main functions since the mid seventies. Band members tonight were, LtoR Neil Anderson 
- Fiddle, Dick Kite - Drums, Leader Roger Waterson - Accordion and Tom MacAulay - 
Piano and 2nd Accordion 
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FOR  SALE 

To advertise free any Scottish related 
items in the next issue contact David on 
01843 294277. 
 

Pair of black Gillie brogues size 11 near 
new little worn. - £30. Phone 01843 
294277. 
  

Lynton Crest Tailored pure new wool  
day jacket with epaulettes and bone but-
tons size 36 almost new - £90  Phone 
01843 294277.                 

WANTED  
Wanted Information on unwanted 
H i gh l an d  D r es s ,  K i l t s  a n d 
accompaniments for sale, to pass on to 
those searching for the next size up or 
down! Phone 01843 294277 for details. 
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 Recipe Corner  
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4 x 250g fillet steaks  
8 onions, finely sliced 
250g soft blue cheese 
16 slices smoked streaky bacon 
Butter 
Salt & Pepper 
Small bottle red wine 
Aberlour, 10 year old  

Method 

Slice and gently fry the onions until they are soft and 
golden brown with fresh thyme. Add the Aberlour 
whisky to taste. Leave to cool. Spilt the fillet steaks 
in half, fill them with the cooled onions and a slice of 
soft blue cheese. Sandwich the fillet steak with 2 
slices of streaky bacon. Place the steaks in a pre-
heated roasting pan and cook in a hot oven to your 
own preference. Remove the steaks from the pan and 
deglaze with some red wine and butter. Serve with 
seasonal vegetables and Potatoes Anna.  

Bon Appetite. 

Don’t forget the  
Society’s membership 
subscriptions become 

due on 1st January 2006  

AGM  

29 Members and committee at-
tended the society’s annual general 
meeting held at Park Hall Broad-
stairs on the 23rd March.  
The President, Mr Don Macpherson 
was re-elected for his third and last  
term and all existing committee re-
elected with three new additions Mr 
Nick Swift and Mr John Reid and 
Mr Norman Temple 
As always at the termination of 
society business, members enjoyed 
a selection of wines and cheese 
snacks prepared by the ladies of the 
committee. 

Friends in High 
Places ! 

In the days when Scotland 
sometimes won at interna-
tional football matches, one 
of the leading goal scorers 
had a tragic accident and 
ended up at the pearly 
gates.  
The angel there asked him if he had 
committed any crime which might 
preclude him from entering Heaven. 
The footballer looked guilty and 
admitted that on one occasion when 
playing for Scotland he had used his 
hand to push the ball past an English 
defender. The referee had not seen 
the incident and he went on to score 
the only goal of the match. "That 
doesn't sound too bad" said the angel. 
"I think we can let you in." The foot-
baller looked relieved and said 
"Wonderful! I've been guilty about 
that incident ever since. Thanks a lot 
St Peter." The angel smiled and ush-
ered the player through the gates and 
in passing added: "By the way, I'm 
not St Peter, I'm St Andrew..." 
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By Mary Rose 

 

��� �� ���ogmanay 2004 was another great 
evening arranged by the committee 
and held at Minster Village Hall. 
After an enjoyable meal of cock-a-leekie 
soup, steak pie with veg; followed by 

profiteroles, coffee and shortbread we danced our way up to midnight with all the 
favourites. Dashing White Sergeant, Strip The Willow, Gay Gordons, a Waltz, 
Waltz Country-Dance etc and the Doon (danced with great hilarity as we found out 
for those who don’t know their left from right!!!) These were all interspersed with 
anecdotes from Don Macpherson, our President, who also rendered an amusing 
poem. There was a quiz on underground stations, Caledonian 
Road being the one which foxed most people, and the dance 
group demonstrated two of the dances they enjoy on a Tues-
day evening. The whole evening owed its success to the hard 
work and enthusiasm Don.  
Just before midnight we sang Scottish songs then welcomed in 
the year 2005 with steamers and greetings. We continued 
dancing and ending of course with Old Lang Syne.  

Injury to a Scottish golfer����
The old golfer paced anxiously up and down outside 
he emergency room of the East Lothian Hospital 
near Muirfield Golf Course. Inside the doctors were 
operating to remove a golf ball accidentally driven 
down a player's throat. 

The sister-in-charge noticed the old golfer and went 
to reassure him. “It won't be long now,” she said. 
“Are you a relative?”  
“Ach no, no, lassie. It's ma ball.” 

Here’s Anither 
 

Jimmy had to fill in a long job appli-
cation form but spoiled his chances 
of being recruited when he got to the 
end. Where it said "Sign" he wrote 
"Pisces". 

An’ Anither  

Religious Differences! 
 

Lizzie was explaining to her 
friend why she had ended up 
divorcing Hector: "My husband 
and I divorced over religious 
differences.....He thought he was 
God and I didn't." 

That’s What It’s All About!  
 

What with all the sadness and trauma going on in the 
world at the moment, it is worth reflecting on the 
death of a very important person which almost went 
un-noticed this year. Larry La Prise, the man who 
wrote "The Hokey Kokey" died peacefully at the age 
of 93. The most traumatic part for his family was get-
ting him into the coffin. They put his left leg in - - and 
then the trouble started….. 
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A novel written by Jules Verne over 100 years ago is to 
be published unabridged in English for the first time. 
"The Underground City" is set in Scotland and cen-
tres on a Utopian community of miners who live in 
Coal City, beneath Loch Katrine in the Trossachs.  
The novel is regarded as a "lost classic" by Verne who pioneered science 
fiction with such works as "Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea" 
and travel writing with "Around the World in Eighty Days." The publi-
cation in Edinburgh last March was one of a number of commemorative 
world-wide events to mark Verne's death on 24 March, 1905. Verne had 
Scots ancestors on his mother's side and travelled to Scotland in 1859 
and kept a detailed diary which he used extensively in the novel - a 
number of Scottish tourist attractions are mentioned in the book.  



Whit Ye Missed At The 
Pictures 
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The society’s film selection this year 
was ‘American Cousins’. From the 
opening scene of a giant nicker-
bocker glory being assembled to the 
sizzle of frying fish and chips I was 
transported many years back to my 
childhood in Dunoon, Argyllshire in 
the fifties. 
My father, Celeste Papamarenghi, owned a 
similar business namely Café Continental with 
many more local Italian/Scots - the Rossi, 
Gizzi, Nardini and Pelosi families. They were 
wholly responsible for keeping the local 
population’s cholesterol level high with deep 

fried food and a big selection of homemade full fat ice creams in the form of Macallans 
snowballs, double nougats and large sundaes. 
American Cousins portrayed this whole scenario in a fast-moving, funny and heart-warming 
film. Such a natural performance from the handsome good guy Bobby (Gerald Lepkowski) 
who takes in his American cousin (Danny Nucci) from the Mafia, but who ends up protecting 
his Glasgow business from local extortionists. An evening of laughter, fast-moving action 
and heart-warming romance all woven to-gether with family loyalties made for a perfect film 
for the occasion. Scottish actors Shirley Henderson and Russell Hunter also starred together 
with Dan Hedaya (Mulholland Drive) and Vincent Pastore (The Sopranos). A great choice!   

The ch i ld ren 's  TV ser ies 
"Balamory" has resulted in public-
ity for the island of Mull and the 
town of Tobermory, on which the 
fictional town is based. However, 
the idyllic location and the increas-
ing popularity of the area has been 
driving up property prices, putting 
even basic housing out of the reach 
of many local residents. A pharma-
cist, who has taken over the chem-
ist's shop on the brightly coloured 
seafront in Tobermory, is still look-
ing for an affordable house, six 
months after settling there. House 
prices on Mull rose by over 50% 

between 2003 and 2004 according 
to one survey. A wooden chalet was 
advertised recently at offers over 
£200,000 – a price that could buy 
you a decent three-bedroom house 
in affluent parts of Glasgow. Mull 
is not the only area in Scotland with 
such problems – many other rural 
areas have a critical shortage of 
affordable housing. The Scottish 
Executive has introduced a subsidy 
scheme for first-time buyers, which 
will mean a reduction in the deposit 
they have to find - with the local 
housing associations providing the 
balance for a share in the equity. 
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Despite the dire state of Scottish 
football, there are still plenty of die-
hards who avidly follow the beauti-
ful game. But some take it to ex-
tremes. Sandy was one of those.  
His long-suffering wife eventually ex-
ploded one day and complained bitterly: 
"You never take me out, you're a grouch 
when your team loses, you celebrate 
with your mates when they win, you go 
to football matches at least twice a week 
and then come home and watch more 
football on the TV. You  

 
 
never remember my birthday - and 
you certainly never remember our 
wedding anniversary." Sandy bri-
dled at that one and responded: "Of 
course I remember. It was May 24, 
1972." Sandy's wife looked sur-
prised, until her husband went on: 
"That was the day Rangers beat 
Moscow Dynamo in the European 
Cup-Winners' Cup at the Camp Nou 
Stadium, Barcelona. Don't you re-
member? We watched the match in 
the hotel after the wedding..." 

Golfers! 
The room was full of 
expectant mums, with 
their partners.  
The instructor was teaching 
the women how to breathe 
properly, and was telling the 
men how to give the neces-
sary assurances to their part-
ners at this stage of the preg-
nancy. She said: "Ladies: 
remember that exercise is 
GOOD for you. Walking is 
especially beneficial. It 
strengthens the pelvic muscles 
and will make delivery that  

 
 
much easier!" She looked at 
the men in the room. "And 
gentlemen, remember: you're 
in this together. So it wouldn't 
hurt you to go walking with 
your partner." The room 
suddenly got very quiet as the 
men absorbed this informa-
tion. Then a man at the back 
of the room slowly raised his 
hand. "Yes?" asked the 
teacher. "I was just wonder-
ing," the man said, "is it all 
right if she carries a golf bag 
while we walk?" 
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What do you call your evening meal? That ques-
tion has produced a variety of answers in Scot-
land - dinner, tea or supper? Now research by a 
food company has shown that 54% of us in Scot-
land call it dinner and 30% call it tea. Confus-
ingly, those who call it tea are likely to refer to 
the meal they have at around mid-day as 
"dinner". 15% of Scots use the term "supper" for 
their evening meal - which for many others 
would mean a snack late at night. "High Tea" is 
still a term used in some restaurants for a hot 
dish served with tea, bread and maybe some 
scones - if you're lucky 

Oldest Single Malt Leaves 
Scotland 
 
Sky Connection, which operates shops at Hong 
Kong airport, has bought the final six bottles of 
Glenfiddich Rare Collection 1937, which was 
left to mature in a cask for 64 years before being 
bottled. Only 61 bottles were of the malt, which is said to 
have "chocolate and treacle" flavours - most folk prefer their 
malts to taste of whisky, but there you go. Previous bottles 
have fetched £10,000 each, but the price in Hong Kong is 
likely to be even higher. Because the whisky is so rare, the 
six bottles were sent in two batches in case of accidents. 

The Scottish Student  
A student at an English university, by name of Donald 
MacDonald from the Isle of Skye, who was living in the 
hall of residence in his first year there. After he had 
been there for a month, his mother came to visit, no 
doubt carrying reinforcements of oatmeal.  
"And how do you find the English students, Donald?"  
she asked. "Mother," he replied, "they're such terrible 
noisy people! The one on that side keeps banging his 
head against the wall, and won't stop. The one on the 
other side screams and screams and screams away 
into the night!"  
"Oh, Donald! How ever 
do you manage to put 
up with these awful 
n o i s y  E n g l i s h 
neighbours?"  
"Mother, I do nothing, I 
just ignore them! I just 
stay here quietly playing 
my bagpipes!"  

An anither 
Reality 
Jeannie used to sing her chil-
dren to sleep - until she over-
heard the four-year-old tell 
the three year-old, "If you 
pretend you're asleep, she 
stops." 

��������	
���
�������
�
�
����  



OBITUARY 
Daphne Williams 

1927 - 2005 
 

Sadly we have to report the death of 
Daphne Williams, a member of the 
Golf Section, and long standing Com-
mittee member. Daphne trained as a 
beautician we believe in Edinburgh, 
and spent many years travelling the 
world including working on cruise 
ships. She ended her working career as 
Head of the Beauty Department at 
Thanet Technical College and was 
responsible for bringing the Banks 
Dirk to the Society in 1994 as a trophy 
for the winner of the annual putting 
competition. 
More  recently she took part in the 
Caledonian Adventure 2004 trip to 
Scotland and was truly amazed at the 
Edinburgh Tattoo and how well the 
police handled the 9000 crowd at each 
performance especially at the change 
over between performances. She had 
hoped to return to Scotland again with 
the Society in 2006. 
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Piper’s Call 

Micheal Grant 
67 Noakes Meadow, Ashford 

Kent TN23 4RA  
Tel: 01233 626516 

      Mobile 0798 9028368 
Full Military Dress,  

Evening or Day Wear 
All types of function covered 

Please mention the Caledonian 
when contacting any of our pipers. 

Andy Smith 
21 The Cloisters, Ramsgate  

Kent CT11 9PL   
Tel: 01843 588448 

Mobile: 07968968610 
Full Military Dress,  

Weddings, Birthdays, Ceilidhs,  
Dinners, Celebrations. 

Learning Fast 
 

Young Lachlan was showing his 
friends the family photograph album. 
When they got to the page with the 
pictures of his parents' wedding, he 
commented in passing: "This is the 
day Mummy came to work for us." 

Serves Him Right 
Murdo was in his local bar in 
Maryhill chatting to his friend. 
"Last night, while I was in this very 
bar, a burglar broke into my house." 
His friend asked if the thief had got 
anything, to which Murdo nodded 
and replied "He did that. He got a 
broken jaw, six teeth were knocked 
out and he suffered concussion - my 
wife Jean thought it was me coming 
back home drunk as usual."  

Improving? 
 

Hamish asked his caddie: "Do you 
think my game is improving?" His 
caddie replied: "Yes indeed sir - you 
miss the ball much closer now." 
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Another Successful Wine &  
Wisdom Evening 

A full complement of tables was to be found at the Soci-
ety’s annual Wine & Wisdom night in April at the Park 
Hall, Broadstairs. 

Team names were:- Barnstormers, All Wine And No Wisdom (last years 
winners), Adam’s Apple, Bringing Up The Rear, Highlanders, Minster 
Maids, Thickheads United and Greenhorns. At the interval the doors 
opened and in came the caterer with the eagerly awaited fish and chips for 
everybody. The winning team are shown above with the President after 
collecting their prizes. The losers were the Minster Maids with their booby 
prizes of Mars Bars as seen below. The Society’s thanks once again to 
Chris Wells our quizmaster for setting the questions being ably assisted by 
Elvira, Ilona and Harry.  
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O ur season started with the President’s Mashie competition on the short course  at 
North Foreland on the 21 April on a bright and breezy afternoon. Close scoring led 
to some excitement as the results came in. The winner of the Mashie was Nick Al-
len with 51�  strokes hotly followed by Tony Maskell with 52. Not forgetting the 

ladies, the leading lady was Margaret Hope with 57 strokes with runner up Jill Laslett with 
57� . Forty players and guests later enjoyed dinner in the clubhouse. 

The next outing was the away four day break at Dale Hill. This was a return visit from last year’s very success-
ful trip. We arrived on Sunday 15 May in warm sunshine, and played a leisurely  friendly game, preparing us 
for the competitions over the next three days. Dale Hill has the advantage of having two different 18 hole 
courses. On the Monday we played on the Ian Woosnam course which as well as providing an exciting golf 
course gave out-standing views as far as the South Downs . The winners on day one were Bob Hope with 34 
points, and Pat Shaw 29 points. Tuesday started with the putting competition. After 18 holes two contestants 
had a round of  36 strokes. This necessitated an 18 hole play-off . This had to be postponed to the evening as we 
were programmed to tee off on the Nick Faldo course. The winners on the Nick Faldo course were Derek Tay-
lor on count –back from David Cook with 31 points, Jane Ford  27 points. Back to the putting, the two contest-
ants were Joan Cook and Iain Shaw, and it had turned cold and windy. They battled on, and after  18 holes they 
were all square so the competition becomes sudden death. In the end Iain Shaw triumphed on the 20th hole 
winning the Banks Dirk. Wednesday ,the last day , and the climax of our trip as we played for the Scotia Cup 
and the Lord Provost’s Shield .The top scores were David Cook with 36 points and Jane Ford with 31 points. 
David Cook winning the Cup for the second year running and  sharing the Lord Provost’s Shield with Jane Ford 

with aggregate scores of  100 and 80 points respectively. The 16 players and partners came away happily tired but refreshed by the short holiday. 
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The last event for the year was the Caledonian 
Cup at North Foreland on a hot and sunny 18th 
August. Forty players and guests had an entertain-
ing day. Very close scoring by the men produced a 
new winner on our cups , Bill Windridge coming 
out on top with 39 points closely followed one 
point behind by Douglas Cossey. The leading lady 
was Joan Cook with 35 points, the runner-up Val-
erie Windridge on count-back from Paddy Vinall 
on 33 points. 

��
��
��

��


�
��


Back to the North Foreland on the 
28th July for the Ladies Only com-
petition for the Marie Ferrier Tray. 
This year the players’ partners 
were invited to the dinner to keep 
Charlie Ferrier and the captain 
company which was a big success. 
Twenty-six enjoyed the evening 
which culminated in Jill Laslett, 
with 36 points, being presented 
with the Tray by Charlie.  

David Cook receiving the Scotia Cup from Iain Shaw. Jane Ford presenting the Banks Dirk to Iain Shaw.   David Cook and Jane Ford receiving the Lord Provost’s 
Shield from Iain Shaw. 

Jean Armour  
Rose Bowl 

The Jean Armour Rose bowl 
Competition held at Austin 
Lodge near Eynsford was a 
most picturesque golf course 
with some very challenging 
holes. We had a disappointing 
turn out but those that came 
had a very enjoyable day. The 
winner of the cup with an 
excellent score was Marie 
Temple with 35 points, the 
leading gentleman was Ken 
Trowbridge with 25 points 
(the ladies tees were miles in 
front of the gents). 

Jill Laslett being presented with the Marie Ferrier Tray by  
Charlie Ferrier with Iain Shaw. 

The Thanet & District Caledonian Society Golf Section members who attended the Golf Outing to Dale Hill. 

Nick Allen receiving the Presidents Mashie from  
Past President Iain Shaw.   
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Right Answer! 
 

The English teacher spotted Billy staring out of the classroom window and 
called out: "Jimmy! Give me two pronouns!" Jimmy looked round,  
startled, and replied (correctly) "Who? Me?" 

BURNS in Chinese  

Further to the comments made on our last BURNS’ NIGHT at the Winter 
Gardens when our guest speaker Mr Stuart Carter suggested that the Chi-
nese had taken Burns to their hearts, the Caledonian went in search and 
found a manuscript in Chinese for Auld Lang Syne. 
Miss Ting Huang, an English language student in Margate, kindly translated the 
Chinese characters into the English we all know and understand where you will see 
that the romance and nostalgia Burns captured has been politely enhanced by the 
Chinese. 
 

  How can we forget our friends from the past, not missing them in our hearts, 
  How can old friends forget each other, friendship lasts forever. 
  Long live the friendship, long live the friendship, 
  Let’s raise our glasses and sing together for friendship lasts forever. 
 

  We once spent all day wandering on the mountains of our home town,     
  We’ve also been through hardships, busy running or roaming about everywhere, 
  Long live the friendship, long live the friendship, 
  Let’s raise our glasses and sing together for friendship lasts forever. 
 

  We have once travelled all day, rippling on beautiful green water, 
  But now that we are apart, separated far away by oceans, 
  Long live the friendship, long live the friendship, 
  Let’s raise our glasses and sing together for friendship lasts forever. 
 

  We hit it off perfectly in the past, let us hold our hands tight, 
  let us raise our glasses and drink delightfully, friendship lasts forever. 
  Long live the friendship, long live the friendship, 
  Let’s raise our glasses and sing together for friendship lasts forever. 

Burns and Whisky Gang 
Thegither - in China 
 

Two of Scotland's greatest assets - 
Robert Burns and Scotch Whisky – were 
at the heart of a Chinese charm offensive 
this year in Beijing by Scottish Deputy 
First Minister Jim Wallace.  
Figures released by the Scotch Whisky Association (SWA) show that sales of 
whisky continued to soar in China last year - in the first ten months of 2004, the 
volume of Scotch exports to China rose by 137 per cent. This is the equivalent 
of an extra 3.7 million bottles of whisky being shipped to China compared to 
the same period in 2003. Mr Wallace was also promoting the publishing of a 
book of Burns poetry specially translated into Chinese to mark a Burns Night 
celebration in Beijing. Songs such as Auld Lang Syne are very well known 
there and feature prominently at celebrations such as the Chinese New Year, 
weddings and graduations. The Scottish Executive is stepping up its promotion 
of Scotland in China following a recent agreement that Chinese people will 
now be able to travel to Scotland as tourists, following the removal of travel 
restrictions. 

Curry Flavoured 
Haggis? 

Supermarket chain Sainsbury's has 
revealed that during January each 
year it normally sells 200,000 of 
Scotland's traditional delicacy, the 
haggis. However, while many will be 
consumed at Burns Suppers across 
Scotland, nearly two-thirds of them 
will be sold in England. The super-
market says that people of all nation-
alities love the ceremony of piping in 
the haggis and a night of Burns before 
consuming a traditional meal. Sains-
bury's credentials for supporting 
Scottish culture took a dip, however, 
when it admitted that one of its fast-
est-growing varieties is a curry-
flavoured, hot and spicy version, 
catering for the British love of Indian 
food. Even the humble oatcake is 
getting a makeover these days. Walk-
ers Shortbread of Aberdeen has un-
veiled a version with sun-dried to-
mato and herbs. This oat cuisine is 
pandering to a taste for Mediterranean 

A Tot of Whisky  
A Swedish couple have won a 
legal battle with the authorities in 
their native country to call their 
baby girl "Edradour", after the 
Highland distillery.  
Sweden bans the use of any name 
associated with an alcoholic drink 
brand but baby Edradour's parents are 
interested in whisky and fell in love 
with the area where the distillery is 
located. So they took the case to court 
- and won. The name Edradour is 
believed to be derived from the 
Gaelic "Edred dhobar" meaning "the 
stream of King Eldred". 

� � � � ��
������  
An elderly gentleman 
turned up at his grandson's 
office one day and an-
nounced: "Hello. I'm 
Jimmy McGregor's grand-
dad. I've come to ask if he 
can have the afternoon off 
so that I can take him to 
the Cup Final." The office 
manager replied: "I'm 
afraid that's not possible. 
He's not here - we gave 

Splice the Bagpipes 
The new English captain of the de-
stroyer HMS Edinburgh seems de-
termined to create close ties with 
Scotland's capital and he has sent 
one of his crew to learn how to play 
the bagpipes with the Royal Scots 
regiment while the ship is in Rosyth 
for a maintenance and upgrade. He 
plans to have a piper playing on the 
bridge as it sails into ports around 
the world on courtesy visits. And he 
has ordered his officers to wear 
Royal Scots trews as their formal 
dress in the officers' mess. 20% of 
the ship's crew of 280 are Scots, so 
maybe the naval tradition of 
"splicing the mainbrace" with rum 
will soon be changed to whisky? 

�
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The up-market Jenners cafe was busy one morning, as 
an Edinburgh lady bought a coffee and a Kit-Kat 
chocolate wafer biscuit.  
So she sat down at a table opposite a businessman who was 
deep in his broadsheet newspaper. As she began to sip her 
coffee, she saw his hand come from under the paper, break 
off a bit of the KitKat and eat it. The lady said nothing, but 
broke off a piece of biscuit herself - only to see the hand 
appear again to purloin another piece of biscuit. Edinburgh 
ladies are not used to this situation, so she merely scoffed the 
rest of the biscuit and again said nothing The businessman 
stood, without a word, and went off to buy another coffee 
and a doughnut. He took it to another table and sat down. 
The lady thought "I'll fix you" and walked over to his table, 
picked up the doughnut, took a bite out of it and put it back 
on the plate - and swept out of the cafe as only an Edinburgh 
lady knows how. As she got to the car park, she fumbled for 
her keys in her pocket - and found the Kit-Kat she had just 
bought in Jenners... 
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 Here’s Anither  
A Scotsman, an Irishman, and 
an Englishman had dinner to-
gether. When the waiter came 
with the bill, the Scotsman 
promptly said he would take it.  
The next day the newspaper 
carried a headline:  

 

‘English Ventriloquist  
Murdered In Restaurant.’  

Hitting a Rough Patch  
There were eyebrows raised on the hallowed fairways of 
St Andrews when a new organisation launched a caddying 
service "Model Caddies" employing attractive female stu-
dents instead of grizzled, weather-beaten males. 
The staff are drawn from students at the local university (where Prince Wil-
liam recently graduated) who have been given training by a professional 
golfer. Even so, some of the prospective caddies are only now learning how 
to play golf themselves. The girls can be employed on any course which 
allows independent caddies - the Old Course, for example, has its own closed 
group of 160 caddies. But it looks as though golfers prefer age and experience 

over youth and beauty as the company 
has had just one booking after operat-
ing for a month. That did prove to be 
lucrative - three Americans hired three 
girls and gave each of them a tip of 
£80. However, the organisers claim 
that there has been massive interest and 
that there have been large numbers of 
enquiries for information. Offers to 
travel to China and Europe have had to 
be declined (the girls are students 
studying for their degrees, after all) and 
they insist that next year they will be in 
demand. Their Web site is being redes-
igned, concentrating on glamorous 
pictures of each caddy, rather than vital 
statistics - such as her golf handicap. 

Preventing Arthritis and Gout - 
With Whisky 
 

Here's another good reason (as if more were required) for 
drinking a tot of whisky every day.  
Researchers at Shizuoka University in Japan have reported that malt whisky 
should prevent the onset of arthritis and gout. Apparently when it is maturing 
in oak sherry barrels, it produces a chemical, which is known to have these 
health benefits. Taken in sensible quantities of no more than a tot a day, they 
believe that it will inhibit the compounds responsible for these illnesses. With 
other research showing the beneficial effects of malt whisky on heart disease 
and cancer, no wonder the Gaels called it the water of life... 

Highland Cathedral 
 

The melody for Highland Cathedral was originally written 
as a pipe-tune by two Germans, Michael Korb and Ulrich 
Roever.  
The music emphasises the feeling of a National Anthem and the story goes 
that, under the reign of King James VI of Scotland and England, all clan chiefs 
were asked to meet in a secret place, the Highland Cathedral, to pledge an 
ending to their constant feuding, and live in peace. This they did and peace 
reigned in Scotland and England but, alas, only for as long as the king lived.  
Singer/song-writer Moira Kerr has added her own words to this well-known 
tune, with references to this story. She has recorded it in her new CD album 
Loch Lomond Hills. Scotland keeps looking for an appropriate new national 
anthem and these words and the well-known tune might just be the right com-
bination! You can listen to an MP3 version of this song at http://
www.moirakerr.com/cd_lomond.htm 

          An’ Anither  
A cute Highland girl was giving a 
manicure to a man in Dunkeld 
barber shop. The man said, " 
How about a date later ? " She 
said, " I'm married."  
" So call up your husband and 
tell him you're going to visit a 
girlfriend."  
She replied, "You tell him your-
self - he's shaving you." 

3,000 Clubs But Golfer  
Still Not Up To Par 

A retired merchant banker who lived in Dunblane in Perthshire 
amassed a collection of expensive golf clubs over the last 15 
years in an attempt to improve his game.  
When they didn't do the trick, he went off and bought another set of Titleist 
irons or Ping woods, along with Big Bertha drivers and Ben Sayers putters. The 
clubs he spurned were then stored in a stack of Taylor Made golf bags and 
stored in two large sheds. His collection of 3,000 clubs came to light earlier this 
year when he passed away at the age of 69. It took auctioneers two days to 
catalogue the hoard. He bought many of his clubs from the golf professional at 
Dunblane Golf Course who commented that after buying all the top-of-the-
range equipment, it unfortunately didn't improve his game much. 

Serving Up Whisky Curry 
 

Restaurant owner Deepak Bali is 
teetotal, but he knows what his 
customers like - and has dreamed 
up Indian curry dishes flavoured 
with quality Scotch malt whisky. 
He says he has one of the largest 
collections of malts in the country 
and runs two malt whisky web 
sites. But he is also passionate 
about curry and has set out to create 
a new range of the traditional dish. 
So Magical Macallan Masala and 
Bunnahabhain Balti have appeared 
on the menu and the customers 
seem to love it. 

Dentists Wince as Famous Toffee 
Brand Saved 
There had probably been delight amongst the dental profession when the old-
established company of McCowans, manufacturers of Highland Toffee, called 
in the receivers last month. Generations of Scots children had cut their teeth 
on the tough, chewy sweet, but the company had faced difficult trading condi-
tions and rising prices of raw materials. The factory in Stenhousemuir, which 
employs 84 staff, faced closure. However, a new company has been formed to 
run the business and has agreed a deal with the receivers, which will mean 
that Highland Toffee and McCowans will continue. 

A Scottish Breakfast  
                                                  by Lucy Bethia Walford (1845-1915) 
 

A good dish of fish, often of mixed fish, fresh out of the wa-
ter, could be had for a shilling in those days. Oysters were a 
shilling the ‘half-thunder.’ Think of it, gourmand! Half-a-
hundredweight of fine, delicately flavoured Firth of Forth 
oysters, for a paltry shilling, and the bell-like tones of ‘Caller 
oo!’ filling the outer air with melody, thrown into the bargain!  
 

If my two Colquhoun uncles were coming to breakfast any day, fish was 
always provided, as sea-fish was an agreeable change from the trout, perch 
and ‘powan’ of Loch Lomond. Why they should have cared to walk down 
from Edinburgh, where they could be located at the time, to breakfast, instead 
of to some more reasonable meal, one wonders; but it may have been that the 
fashion set in London by Rogers, and his contemporary wits and poets, had 
permeated other kinds of society.  
 

Anyhow, they came; when I was old enough to remember, they had long got 
into the habit of coming every now and again; and though my parents kept 
very early hours - from choice, for they were among those who, having noth-
ing to do, had all day to do it in - there was no change made for the guest. 
Who, that knows a Scottish breakfast will not confess that it is hard to beat? I 
can see my parent’s breakfast-table yet, the many varied dishes, hot and cold; 
the dark and light jellies - (black currant and white currant - what has become 
of white currant jelly? - one never sees it now), then such potato scones, 
barley scones and scones that were just ‘scones’ and nothing else, each kind 
nicely wrapped up in its snowy napkin, with the little peak that lifted and fell 
back, falling lower and lower as the pile diminished. The brown eggs that 
everyone prefers to white - and why? - the butter, the sweet, old yellow but-
ter, framed in watercress. It does not seem strange, all things considered, that 
the two bachelors who appeared at half-past eight o’ clock on the door-step of 
their brother’s house found it worth their while to bring to the long, leisurely 
meal before them sharpened appetites and pleasantly tired limbs.  

A Small Glass of Whisky 
After offering her nephew Donald a glass of whisky, an Edinburgh lady found 
that there was only a very small amount left in the bottle. "Will you be insulted 
if I give you just a small glass of whisky?" she asked. Donald pulled his shoul-
ders back and drew himself up to his full height and replied: "A Scotsman will 
never be insulted if you offer him a small whisky he will merely swallow the 
insult." 

The Caledonian is the newsletter of the 
Thanet and District Caledonian Society . 
Any correspondence in relation to the 
publication should be addressed to :  
 

        The Editor 
        Caledonian 
        84 Western Road 
        Margate,Kent CT9 3QW 

How to Become a  
Titled Lady 

Sadie was quite insistent that when 
she grew up she wanted to marry a 
Dutchman. When asked why, she 
replied "So that I can be a duchess." 
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The President, Mr. Don Macpherson 
and Secretary Mrs. Anne Campbell 
went to Drapers Mills County Primary 
School in Margate where they met with 
pupils from year one, their teacher 
Miss Sue Ward and other members of 
staff. For Anne Campbell it was a nos-
talgic trip back to her old school where 
she worked as a school secretary, until 
she retired in 1997. 
The President spoke of the traditions and culture of 
their native Scotland and the Highlands in particu-

lar; of the beautiful mountains, lochs, rivers and 
glens; the home of the golden eagle, the deer, the 
wild cat, the otter and the grouse. The children were 
told about the extended families called clans and 
about their different tartans. The President ex-
plained in detail about the wearing of the kilt and 
how the original kilt was more like a blanket. He 
demonstrated how it would have been worn during 
the day, taken off at night and used as a blanket for 
warmth. Showing the children his gillie brogues, he 
explained that the original gillie brogues would 
have looked more like today’s dancing shoes. The 
sgian dubh, and the dirk with its knife and fork 
impressed them as did the sporran and the quaich. 

Two boys, Alfie Bird and Luke Heidecke aged five 
tried on kilts, ties and sporrans, Anne  demonstrated 
how a lady should wear her sash and explained that 
a lady, if she had her own tartan she could wear it, 
or if a married lady she could also wear her hus-

bands tartan. Two girls 
Laney Pugh and Chanelle 
Fuller both six, tried on 
sashes.  

All were photographed with 
Barney Bear, the school 
mascot (whom the President 
has invited to St. Andrews 
Night at the Winter Gardens, 
Margate.) He also invited on 
behalf of the Society, two 
pupils to come to our premier 
function and hand out the 

sprays of heather to the ladies as they arrive. Miss 
Ward said that she would run a competition and 
select a boy and girl to come along to the Winter 
Gardens. The Children were invited to taste some 
haggis which had been specially cooked for them in 
the school kitchen, after the President carried out a 
full address to the haggis. Many pupils came back 
for two or more helpings whilst one or two others 
declined to try even a tiny little bit.  
All in all, a most enjoyable visit for the President 
and Secretary and hopefully the pupils and staff of 
Drapers Mills School and of course Barney Bear 
although nobody noticed if he had any Haggis!     
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Planning is well under way for Caledonian Adventure 2006 which 
leaves from Thanet in June 2006 and heads north for the west coast 
of Scotland. 
The holiday, which is now full and lasting 7 days, one day longer than adventure 2004, is 
again being arranged through Lochs and Glens Holidays Ltd. We will stay at their Loch 
Awe Hotel near Oban, a baronial style hotel built in 1860 and beautifully refurbished to suit 
the modern visitor with stunning views over Loch Awe and Kilchurn Castle, currently 
being shown on tins of M&S shortbread. The holiday, being organised once again by a 
Society sub-committee comprising David Walker, Jim Connell and David Taylor, will visit 
the Isles of Mull and Iona, Stirling Castle, Oban & Seil Island, Crieff with it’s ‘Famous 
Grouse’ Distillery and the new Grouse Experience Exhibition Centre and finally a leisurely 
Sunday trip to Dunoon. The adventure will leave by coach from various pick-up points 
around Thanet on Tuesday 13th June and arrive back on Monday 20th June.  


