NEW PRESIDENT
Mr Donald Macpherson

Don hails from Mallaig in Inver-
ness-shire, which incidentally is th

same village that the late Past Prei-BU RNS’ N |G HT

dent Bill Simpson came from.

He met and married his wife Dina in Glasgpw.: ) Vi
in 1966 and have two children Colin and | i)‘l’(lhIS years Bums’ night proved to be one of
e most popular for many years. 170 mem

and four Grandchildren. The family move . .
south, first to Washington New Town Co. DuRErs and guests attended the function which

ham. When Don was appointed Town Ceniéas held at the Winter Gardens - Margate.
Manager with the Washington DevelopmeRfinciple guest of honour for th@ast to the Immor;
Corporation, from Cumbernauld New Towf®l Memorywas David Cullen. David was born and
I where he held a similar position. Then o gyed in Wishaw Lanarkshire and therefore like | all
Chatham in Kent, where he took up the post2f0ts is bilingual. He graduated from Glasgow Uni-
Centre Director with the Pentagon Centre. TH@'Sity and shortly after met and married his wife
family stayed in Chatham whilst Don co lorence in 1962. He joined the army, retiring same
muted to London when he was appointed CHirty years later with the rank of Lieutenant Cabn

Centre Director with the Wood Green Shppavid is currently Secretary of the Caledonian Spci-

ping City. Later he was appointed Gener@y of London, a Director_of the Royal Caled_onian
Manager with a London based Property Gr§§hools_Trust, Past President of KASS, Orpington
of Companies. Retiring in 1990 as The Borough Estitasager for the LondonCaledonians, The Burns Club of London, a member
Borough of Lewisham. Don serves on a number of Cotaesitincluding the Prince®f the Saltire Society and the John Muir Trust.
Trust. He is Vice-Chair of Governors, He is also ember of The Scottish Piping he Toast to the Lassiewas given by Mr Adam
Society of London, and the London Highland Club.tPassident of Sheerness Scdritchie and a livelyResponse from the Lassiegas
tish Heather Club. Other interest's include Scot@buntry Dancing, Swimming,made by Mrs Barbara Shepherd .

Cycling and mucking about on the river.

Another successful night the fisherman and how he beca

. the patron Saint of Scotland.
was held at Margate Win The Toast to the Societyvas

ter Gardens Queens Hall given by the then Vice Presiden
where 104 members and mr Don Macpherson. A compul-
guests had a splendid eve- sive joker, Don got started with

nlng After a four course few well chosen and receiveq

- . . jokes before settling down to thg
meal including haggis, thrust of his address. He spoke ¢

tatti_e_s and neeps the for' expatriate Scots around the worl
malities continued with and was proud of the way the

the t_oasts then on to the \tl)vgft(;li al(l)v:/]aysa gﬁév\fo%e;reedrorﬁg This is Loch Achray in the Trossachs in February wen an ‘advance’
dancmg. Societ 9 Id Th party of twenty eight members and friends followedavid & Linda
Mr Harry Hutchinson led the ociéty would emerge. € Walker on a Lochs & Glens Holiday over the borderThe hotel was

- friendliness, the getting together |ocated at the base of the mountain in the backgra. Full story on
toasts withiThe Toast to Cale- ¢ dancing all made for having ¢ back page.
donia and St.Andrew Harry  good time no matter where you
was born and bred in Dumfries were in the world. .
but mOVed South as a young man‘rhe evening continued with danc| Heavenly VIeWS

and joined the Kent police. He is aing to ‘Caber Feidh’ to well after| An advert for a bed and breakfast establishmetiten
past president of the Dover & Eastmidnight with Charlie Ferrier, the| centre of the city of Glasgow offered a room with

Kent Scottish Society and is agociety's piper, doing the honours . o -
great Bums enthusiast where he isind of course the Eightsome Re heavenly views". It turned out to be an attic room

well known on the Bums circuit. 1 the delight of all attending. with a skylight.
His theme was on ‘St.Andrew’ as
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Recipe Corner-

Finnan Haddie

Preparation time : 12 minutes chest - bone buttons £75 Tel 018
Total cooking time : 20 minutes The highlight of the horticultural year in the |[294277
Serves: 4 UK is the massive flower show at Chelsea |Montrose Doublet 36" chest, black c/w

1 Large onion, thinly sliced
500 g smoked haddock
1 cups of milk

1 teaspoon cracked black pepper
1Y% teaspoons mustard powder

20 g butter, softened
2 teaspoons plain flour
1 Spring onion, finely chopped

Place onion over base of large pan. Cut hadd
into 2 cm-wide pieces. Arrange over onion.

Blend milk, pepper and mustard; pour mixtu
over fish. Bring to boil. Reduce heat to lo

k of Scotland in Edinburgh.

N;:Iock at Chelsea.

Edinburgh Clocks in at
Chelsea Flower Show

London. This year, for the first time, the Royal Hort{aces £40 Tel 01843 294277
cultural Society invited Edinburgh City Council désplay
a 12-foot wide replica of the floral clock whichshheen
created in Princes Street Gardens for the lasty&ags. It
took two council gardeners five weeks to set up3h@00
plants into this year's design. Each year, thepateflects
an important event such as the Queen's Goldeneéuini
2002, the 175th anniversary of the birth of Rohentis
Stevenson and the 300th anniversary of the foundfirige

alone weighing 80lbs and being covered in colou

e clock keeps accurate time - despite the la@yed rgti
relants. It is estimated that 160,000 people sawr¢péca

FOR SALE

FergusonKilt to suit 36” waist with 22
drop. £50-00 Tel 01843 294277

David on 01843 294277.

WANTED

Wanted Information on
ghland Dress, Kilts an
companiments for sale, to pass @
those searching for the next size up
down! Phone 01843 294277 for details|

simmer covered for 5 minutes. Uncover and

simmer for a further 5 minutes.

Remove fish from pan with slotted spoon arjd
place on serving dish; keep warm. Simmer mik-
ture in pan further for 5 minutes, stirring.

Combine butter and flour. Add to pan wit
spring onions. Stir over low heat until mixturg. " oot of us. That it hard
boils and thickens slightly. Pour over fish a

serve.

A
PASSING
THOUGHT

There is so much good in t
worst of us. And so much bad

ecomes any of us. To tg
about the rest of us.

Perfect Fit

An Englishman visiting a b
in Scotland was laughing
much at the "quaint" Scotti
accent that his false teeth {

out and broke on the floor.
One of his Scottish companions s
"Don't worry, my brother will ge
you a new pair of false teeth - anc
a fraction of the cost you wou
have to pay in England." The S
went off with the broken teeth al
came back 30 minutes later with
sparkling set of false teeth. T
Englishman looked at them sce
cally but when he tried them
exclaimed "These ar
terrific! They fit perfectly. You
brother must be an excellent d
tist." The Scotsman replied "N
really. He's just an undertake

Glasgow High-

land Games?
Scotland's biggest city is
looking at the possibility of
hosting an International

Royal Bank Drops
Scotland in US

The Royal Bank of Scotland is dropping
the word "Scotland" from its branding
in the US after its chief executive, Fre

Goodwin said that the country was asso-

ciated with "whisky, tartan, bagpipes
and golf" and in future the bank will use
the initials "RBS" in corporate advertis-

ing.

This year, the bank recruited golfing legend J CE

Nicklaus to help launch "Team RBS" to raise
profile in the US where its Citizen's Financial kg
organisation in New England continues to exp
rapidly. Some years ago, The Royal Bank of Scot|
(the bank insists on a capitalised "The" being p&
its corporate branding in the UK) was stopped fi
using trading signs on branches in England wil
said only "The Royal Bank". But the bank says

even in the US it will not drop the full title - vtill be
install letters below the RBS name. Although at
time there was a trend towards incorporal
"Scotland" in company names (Scottish Power,

trail etc) there has been a recent trend towarig
just initials even in Scotland. Scottish Media Gy
has become SMG, Scottish Radio Holdings chal
to SRH - and Scottish Telecom, owned by Sco
Power, became "Thus" when it floated on the s
market in 1999.

X< 5 O

The Annual General Meeting of the Society
took place on Thursday 16th March at 7-30pm.

Eleven committee and sixteen members (with ninetgssio-
gies) were welcomed by President Dr lain Shaw wiming the
meeting handed over the chain of office to Mr Doadghersol
Retiring at the end of his immediate past presitenmh was M
GAC Barnard together with his wife Isobel both seeking re
election primarily because of their travelling diste from thei
home in Wye. Joining the committee for the firste was M
Bill Stewart. After the meeting members enjoyed aviand
snacks prepared by members of the committee.

AGM
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Highland Games, to b

held at the same time as the World Pipe Band Champiships which

take place every August on

Towns all over Scotland - and other parts of theldve host Annual Highland Games b

Glasgow has no history of such
population of 20,000) staged the

Glasgow Lord Provost Alex Mosson was impressed batwe saw when he attended.

This could even become another

Glasgow Green.

events. Glasgowsesake town in Kentucky (with
biggest Highlanthes in the US in 2001 and forn

Ed.

Towns
Blooming

Pitlochry
Perthshire won the
overall
year's
Scotland in Bloom"
competition
erth, a past cham-
on, taking the run-
ner-up position and
andlso
r‘:‘@mall City Award.
orfihe Fife village of Falkland
hiolon the Best Village title
hatnd Aberdeen won the Cit

Class Award and the ROy | g
on€aledonian
ingrophy for Seaton Park
Scdiearby Dyce won the Ur-

sban Community Award -
pu for the fourth time.

Here's Anither

Scotus College is named aff
the medieval theologian Jo
Duns Scotus - his name led
the word "dunce" as his subt
ties were seen as too esoteric
lesser men.

in

title in this
"Beautiful

An’ Anither

Lulu Gets Degree

The pop star Lulu was presen
with an honorary degree fro
Glasgow Caledonian Universi
recently. The dynamic sing
spoke of her pride and sadn
that her parents had not lived
see her accept the honour in
home city

with

winning the

Horticultural An’ Anither
There are approximatelm
450 golf courses in Sco
land.

Don't forget the
Society’s membership
subscriptions become
due on 1st January 2004,

Harris Tweed day jacket as new. 36"

For Sale.To advertise free any Scottish
related items in the next issue contact

unwanted

o

43

to
or
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(0]
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the 1930s when he not only won threade in a Hollywood studio inste
world flyweight boxing title but won(and it shows).
83 of his bouts, 34 with knockout8But the tables are being turned

At the Pictures

Two Benny Lynch When he returned to Glasgow ithe news that filming of the bio-p
Bi : September 1935 with the world titlgbout the American golfing geni
lIopics tens of thousands turned out to grégbbby Jones is to be made on lo

Filming is to start later this year on gim at Central Station. From 1932 tions in Scotland. Of course, t
film telling the life story of Benny1936 he lost just two fights. But hiegendary golfer played at Scotti
Lynch, the Glasgow-born worldyas knocked out for the first time igolf courses but scenes depicting
champion boxer. But the movie mayg3g at the age of 25 - and nevearly life in Georgia will be shot i
have to slug it out at the box officgntered the ring again. His lifScotland too. It appears that many
with another film based on th@nded tragically, as he struggled tbe buildings associated with Jo
boxer’s life, possibly starring RobeHgpe with alcoholism, and he diedn the US have been torn down a
Carlyle, the Scottish film stagjone and in poverty, in 1946. so Gleneagles station in Perthsh
(though it is currently only in the and Central Station in Glasgow w

al Rabbie Burns' Thoughts on

. Modern Farming
c by Roberta McLardy

{ Whit's this | see afore ma een ?

C' The pleughin dune wi' a machine !

' Nae horses noo atween the dreels

S But muckle noisy thing oan wheels.

N The pleughman sittin' in a cab,

N No trudgin oan ahin, like Rab

CAn no yin dreel gets turned, but three
€ Or even fower at times | see.

=3

it Nae silky curve o' horses flank
i| Tae look at, but a smelly tank.

development stage). Stroke of Genius
The film which is definitely goin

g
ahead was written by Bill Brydenf-amously,
who wrote an award-winning playvas shot in Ireland and the produ
on Benny in 1975. Benny Lyncig's of "Br_lgadoon" rejected High
captured the imagination of Scots |and locations because they we

"not Scottish enough" and it w
Pictuar Night By Bill Stewart

D

n Thursday 8
March 2003. 77 the two pubs in a small Scotti

. ! village and their football team
Caledonians

and The feud would end after the 100

the movie "Braveheartf'

aI%gistics of film making. Since th

around a century old feud betwe I};
S

K ling distance.

be used to represent US stati

may be used to "play" New Yor
Of course, it's not just that the
P(Ieaces can double as early 2

century US locations, it's also t

Scottish golf courses have a sign
cant part to play (and will be used
represent English and US cour
0), it makes economic sense to
ther locations within easy trave

rom the 1930s and Glasgow Dog

o1 Nae need for fodder, oats or hay,

k This monster's fed wi ile they say.

The pleughman's hauns wi ne'er a bliste
s Unless frae haudin a transistor.

ni A box that spews oot sic a din

h It seems to me, a awfu sin

e That Nature's sang frae thrush and lark
f Canna be heard when at their wark.

t The barley rigs o days gone by,

¢ Whaur Jean and me were wont tae lie
U Are see nae mair, for at the hairst

2l Oot comes a monster faur the wairst,
An quick as a wink it's cut an packit

In thing ca'd bales, an whit a racket !
Nae chance for tim'rous beasties noo.

friends attended this year’'sfootball match between the t
Film Night and Supper at teams, with whoever wins gettin
the Windsor Cinema. © keep the other team’s pub. T

. ' village setting was idyllic and
Broadsf[alrs. . . tranquil to the outsider, but for tf
The setting for this year's film

! M insider feelings ran high. The filn
‘The Match’ was a small village in

1 was sometimes sad, but most
the west of Scotland. Very few, if pjjariously funny, keeping the
any, of those attending had heardyatcher “enthralled as the pl¢
of this particular film, which was ynfolded. The quality and conter
first released in 1999. Many of the of the film pleasantly surprised a

stars were household names, in-present.

cluding Richard E Grant, MaX Following the film show, all pre
Beesley, Isla Blair, lan Holm, Neil sent moved to the Pavilion on th
Morrissey, and Samantha FoX sands restaurant and bar, whe
who, of course, played the buxom they enjoyed a Ploughman’s s
barmaid. There were also ‘walk per accompanied by some liq ﬂ
on’ parts by Pierce Brosnan andrefreshments. Overall a very enjoy
Newcastle and England footballer 5pje evening was had by all.
Alan Shearer. The plot centred

Best Restaurant in Scotland
A Scottish restaurant has made it to the top 50 résurants in
the world according to an international panel for te
"Restaurant Magazine".
The Three Chimneys Restaurant on Skye has beed to¢e32nd bes
eatery on the planet. The restaurant is no straigep awards for its fing
food - it regularly wins accolades, despite beindes off the beaten track

This muckle thing could kill a coo.
Hogmanay g
An whit wad Bonnie Jean noo think
2002 If she could see her kitchen sink ?
. Nae widden tubs tae wash the claes
When the committee

learned in the summer of
2002 that we could ng
longer make use of the fa
cilities of the Royal Schoo
for Deaf Children, we had
to hurriedly make a num-
ber of decisions if the Soci
ety was to continue cele
brating Hogmanay.

We had to find a venue — we wer

fortunate to get the Minster Villag
Hall — but could we get caterers?
The short answer is no, so we
cided to invite people to bring the
own food and refreshments, we s
had the musical duo The Wharto
available to us — so we went ahe
Just fewer than 50 people asse
bled with their picnic hampers, the
glasses and their booze. Don
(where’s your troosers) Macphers
was unanimously elected MC f
the evening. The hall was nice &
warm and bigger so we dance
played games, ate and drank

saw in the New Year in tradition
style. We all enjoyed ourselve
and we are looking forward to t
same venue next year with the sa
MC, but caterers for the meal!

Or blackit range wi fire ablaze.

But aathing workin wi' a switch,

The fermer's wife maun be gey rich,
For aft she goes, in shiney caur

To play at curlin, travelling faur.

Her man the while does ocht tae please
He gets his denner in the freezer

A mam's a man, but they're the losers,
For noo the weemin wear the troosers !

- An lookin roon the yaird ye ken,
| canna see a single hen.
ane scrapin in amang the straw,
he puir thing are aa shut awa
In cages whaur they lay their eggs
jeyntil they fa aff o' their legs.

e

irThe parlour when | was wis a lad
tilwis whaur the gentry, finely clad
Nn3Vad sip their tea in days gone bye
ad3ut noo it's whaur they milk the kye
2MA this is progress I'm content

2irThat | hae gaed jist when | went

ald'll leave them tae their fancy fermin
OrFor its theirsels they maun be hermin
orThe Deil will fill the idle haun

ndyi' things | canna unnerstaun !

2d,

and .

h Desert Campaign for

$ Irn Bru

]r;]gcotland's "other national drink!'

is often regarded as a cure for

Here’s Anither
The ‘Witches Well’ on Ed

inburgh Castle Esplanadl

marks the spot where mg

than 300 witches wele

burned between 1479 a
1722.

hangovers.
While teetotal Arabs may not require
these properties, the Glasgow comp
producing the orange fizzy drink name
Irn Bru hope that they can tempt ta
buds in the Arabian Peninsula. The can
pany already exports to the United Ana
Emirates - and has been selling the
drink in Russia for eight years. There
now five factories in Russia producing th
drink, made famous by its advertising fq

1

L

being "made from girders".
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Did Ye Ken
1) The Lincoln Monu

Playing the Tartan Card

ment in Edinburgh's Ol
Carlton Cemetery w;
the first statue of a
American president f
be constructed outsi
the US.

2) Golf has been play:
in St. Andrews since i
arrival from Holland i
the 15th Century. Th
Old Course is the olde
in the world.

A new credit card has been launched in
the USA designed to appeal to those with

a Scottish heritage.

It is printed in tartan, carries a lion rampant ahd

logo "Proud American Scot". Every time the userspay

for items with this affinity card, which comes in a

variety of tartans (with the agreement of the clan

chiefs), a small amount is donated to Scottish lacho

ship funding and heritage centres. The cards haga b

endorsed by the Standing Council of Scottish Chaefs there are plans to launch a sim
card in Scotland.

Society members helped AsDAl {
Supermarket at Westwood cele

brate Burns’ day this year.

Ellie Kline, ASDA events manager, co
tacted the Society through David Walker
request help in finding a piper for the oct
sion. In true spirit, this being the operat
word, the Society rallied and members tury
up with a piper at the store on a bright Saf
day morning to help shoppers taste theal
lights of two Scotland’s biggest exports.
After a parade around the store the haggis Addressing the Haggis in true Society style.
was duly addressed by past president Mima Raynénetalelight of bg L to R ASDA Foods Nikki Maddams, Membership
mused shoppers. More was to come with David Wadket Jim Conne| Secretary Mary Rose, past president David Walkg

- . . Vice President Jim Connell, piper Derek Freest|
distributing sample tots of Bells and Claymore Wiiito the CUStOMers. | 4nd past president Mima Raynifdoing the honouts

Celtic Lullababy

Came across this delightful Canadian pro-
duced CDRom the other day by flutist
Laura Nashman accompanied by John

Alonso on keyboards.
Tracks like Bonnie Dundee, Skye Boat Song, 100rBjp

Loch Lommond and ten other old favourites are heaft

fully and tranquilly played on the flute to helpeate a

—
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Piper’s Call

Micheal Grant
87 Lynstead Close, Ashford
Kent TN23 5RY
Tel: 01233 626516
Mobile 0798 9028368
Full Dress, Evening or Day We
All types of function covered

Derek Freestone
17 Daryngton Ave, Minnis Bay,
Birchington, Kent CT7 9PS
Tel: 01843 848094
Full Dress, Day Wear
Weddings, Birthdays, Ceilidhs,
Dinners, Celebrations,
Funerals.

Andy Smith
19 Adelaide Gardens Ramsgat:
Kent CT11 9HH
Tel: 01843 588448
Mobile: 07968968610
Full Military Dress,
Weddings, Birthdays, Ceilidhs,
Dinners, Celebrations.

Please mention theCaledonian
when contacting any of our piperg.

stress free atmosphere. However a clue to theeaabn

for the music is in the title. This CDRom was ceehfor,

among other things, putting a baby to sleep andt wha
Haggis & Nips.
Angler

better a way to do so. Going off to the land of moth
such relaxing music is not just for babies. Thec dss
available from Mothercare stores nationwide andilret
ing at about £12-00.

Here’s Anither
A New Radio Station Quest for Perfect

For The Over-50s Bagpipe Reed

The air waves are not just] 4 {
the province of teenagery | Bagpipe makers have long been puzzl
and pop fans and this way | py the fact that two reeds made fro

reinforced ~ when a newl | the same crop often sound very differ
radio station was given d |«

hcer.]ce by the Radio Au; Synthetic substitutes are said to be more consj
thority. _ but do not give the right sound according
SAGA 105.2FM, based in Glag-| aficionados. Now, experts at Edinburgh Univer
gow, will target a mixture of | have begun research to find out why some reeds
music, lifestyle and news feg-| 3 sweeter sound than others. The work will a
tures at the older generatign. hagnine makers to identify the best natural re

An’ Anither

George Wilkinson catch

huge sea bass at Seaton, Devon uping
Haggis as bait!

h.
The new station will broadcakt| ossibly lead to better man-made versions. Arun
to a potential audience of 46| jonax reeds are grown in the coastal area of s
million listeners in the grealqr | eastern France and are in short supply. Murray €
Glasgow area - though it hasfto pe|  professor of musical acoustics at Edinbyngh

be said that not all of these gre ynjversity is leading the research.
in the station's target age group.

do

Meet the Committee
%m left to right : John Campbell Treasurer, Bitewart, Anne Camp-
MBIl Secretary and Dance teacher, Dina MacphetaanShaw Immedi
e Past President, Don Macpherson President, Huitim, David
Taylor, Mary Rose Membership Secretary, Jim Conieitl David
Walker, EditorCaledonian.
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The one outstanding fact about our 2003 programme asg the weather, and
that was warm, sunny days until the very last day fothe whole programme

— more later. The year’s events got off with a fing

i ’ men a little way behind, Tony Mas-
The . President’s kell with 57 strokes and Bob Hope
Mashie the runner up on 58

We started on the $7April at North

Foreland with the President's Caledonian Cup

Mashie, the ladies winning the top Returning to North Foreland on the
honours were Madeleine Cooke onp1st August the ladies triumphed
54 strokes, and runner up Thelmaggaini The winners of the Caledo-
Dewer on 55. The winning gentle- nian Cup was Audrey Williams with

Jean Armour
Rose Bowl

The competition for the Je
Armour Rose Bowl was hel
at a new venue for us — The
Ridge at East Sutton on
June. This golf course hgs
been constructed on an qid
orchard with literally hun
dreds of fruit trees arou
the fairways. The winner
the Rose Bowl was Joljn
Reid from Frank Skinner

the back nine with 38 pointg.
The ladies winner was Pht
Shaw 30, and runner up Jg

n

. John Reid being congratulated on winning the Jea
Ford 26. Winners of th armour Rose Bowl by past president lain Shaw. The Bwl

nearest the hole competiti¢ contained a rose aptly named ‘Glenfiddich’

tart with:-

dur-
ing

41 points, with Audrey Rossiter the
runner up with 40 points. The gen-
tlemen winners were Frank Skinner
from Tony Maskell on the back 9
with 36 points. The best front 9
won by Harry Vinall from Reg the night, and when we were read
Wright with 22 points, and back 9, to play off, a frightening flash of
Madeleine Cooke from Jill Laslett lightning followed by ear-splitting
on 20 points. thunder and torrential rain. Sadly
. . making us cancel the last day for th
Marie Ferrier Tray Scotia Cup and the Lord Provost's
The ladies only competition was Shield.
played at North Foreland on the™8 However the results so far are:-
September the Marie Ferrier Tray Monday — Winners Reg Wright 28
was won by Pat Shaw with 36 points and Pat Shaw 24.

points. Tuesday — Winners Douglas Cosse
. 29 points and Jane Ford 31.
Scotia Cup, The Bank's Dirk for putting was

completed on the Tuesday being

Lord Provost’'s Shield

, . won by Douglas Cossey after 4
& The Bank’s Dirk nerve wracking 18-hole play off
Our final outing for the year was a with Harry Vinall and Audrey Ros-
return to Seaford on the South siter.
Downs on Sunday 19 until At the time of writing it is hoped to
Wednesday 29 October. The complete the programme for the
Sunday and Monday were dry but Scotia Cap and the Lord Provost's
very windy. The Tuesday was Shield at Boughton on Wednesda
idyllic with no wind and dawn to 3" December. Results next year!
dusk sunshine. But Wednesday,Altogether a very exciting and com-
there was rain and thunderstormspetitive year, enjoying on the main

were John Shaltz and Pat
Shaw, and longest drives were by lain Shaw and ddlett.

couple of women were “Please allow me to help. I'm
playing golf one sunny physiotherapist and | know | cd
Saturday morning. The 'elieve your pain.” '

irst of the twosome Ummph, oooh, nnooo, that's OK. |

. be fine in a few minutes," he replie
teed off and watched in horror 8Spreathlessly, as he remained in

her ball headed directly toward afeta| position still clasping his hang
foursome of men playing the together at his crotcBut she per
next hole. sisted, and he finally allowed her
She yelled "Fore," but it was too late. help him. She gently took his han

The Silent Treatment
Geordie and Maggie were having some problems at haan

@and were giving each other the "silent treatment".

But then Geordie realised that he would need Hie twi wake him at 5:00a
for an early morning drive with some pals to a go#tch. Not wanting to b
Ithe first to break the silence (and so lose the"\whe wrote on a piece
gaper, "Please wake me at 5:00 am." The next mgri@eordie woke ug
fenly to discover it was 9:00 am and that his friemebuld have left for th
golf course without him. Furious, he was about ¢cagd see why his wif
hadn't awakened him when he noticed a piece ofrgapthe bed. The pap
tgaid, "It is 5:00 am. Wake up." Men simply are aqtipped for these king
dsf contests.

h

The ball hit one of the men, and heaway and laid them to his side. Th

immediately clasped his hands to-she loosened his pants and placed
gether at his crotch, fell to the ground hands insideAfter a short massag
and proceeded to roll around in obvi-she asked, "There, does that f
ous agonyThe woman rushed down better ?”

to the man, knelt beside him and said'lt feels great," he replied, "but
my thumb still hurts!

Thrifty

To teach his threq
him some coins one
them up in this yell

plained. "Then when

got five of those, I'l
pence coin and you

year-old son the value of thrift, Alec ga
two pennies every week, and you'll sa

I'll swap them for a ten pence coin and
can put that in this blue box. When you

box." It was only when the wee boy was
years old that he discovered that the red
was the collection box for the gas meter.

Golf Tee

Avid golfer Dr
George F Gran
didn’t like getting
his hands dirty
when preparing
mound of earth o
sand to settle th
ball on. So in 189
he invented the go
tee.

al

=

e

Saturday. "I'l give you
e

ow tin box." he ex-

you've got ten pennjes,

A TASTE OF SCOTLAND !
The Ultimate Sin

Billy went to his parish priest and asked him ifvias
a sin to play golf on a Sunday. The priest loo
carefully at Billy and then replied: "I've seen yon
the golf course a few times. The way you play, at’

swap them for a
can put that in this

19)

1

i ke
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Bagpipe Humour

It is understood that a lot
the
about bagpipes and tho
who play Scotland's nation
instrument are often gene
ated by the pipers themselv

Two Drops of Water!!

An elderly lady on a cruise ship wand
up to the bar and asks for a scotch Vv
two drops of water. As the barman gi
her the drink she says, "I'm on the cry
to celebrate my 80th birthday, and
today."

The barman says "Well, since it's yq
birthday, this one is on me." As tf Q. What's one thing you never he
woman finishes her drink, the lady to i people say?

right says, "l would like to buy you a drin A. That's the Porsche of bagpip
t00." Q. How can you tell if a bagpipe
out of tune?

A. Someone is blowing into it.

Q. What's the range of a bagpip
A. Twenty yards if you have a go
arm.

Q. If you were lost in the wood
who would you trust for direction
an in-tune bagpipe player, an out-
tune bagpipe player, or Santa Clau
A. The out-of-tune bagpipe playe
The other two indicate you ha
been hallucinating
Q. How can you tell a bagpiper wi
perfect pitch?

A. He can throw a set into the m

The elderly matron says, "Why, thank y
Barman, | would like a scotch with tw
drops of water."

"Coming up," says the barman.

As she finishes her drink, the man to
left says, "l would like to buy you one
well."

The lady says, "Thank you. Barman
would like another scotch with two dro
of water."

"Comin' right up." As he puts the drir
down in front of her, he says, "Madam,
dying of curiosity. Why the Scotch wi

only two drops of water?" ducks.

Q. How is playing a bagpipe lik
throwing a javelin blindfolded
A. You don't have to be very good
get people's attention.

The 80 year-old replies, "Sonny, wh
you're my age, you learn how to hold y
booze.

jokes which circulate

dle of a pond and not hit any of t Y

morial. But now the Burns Howif

Bonnle Jean Club in Dumfries is commissioning|a
of Honoured at Last statue to "Bonnie Jean" which they

hope to erect on a site between the

Jgan Armour was Robeftouse where the poet
died and where Robert and Jean

Qlﬁms_ lo_ng(;SUffermg fWIfhe’Burns are buried. The statue will be
:W 0 Inspired many o ISife size or slightly larger and will
é%ve poems and songs, bogRow Jean with a child by her side -

many (but by no means all) he had nine children with Burns. She

; ven took in one of Burns' love chil-
Ais children and Strquled téren with the remark "Oor Rabbje

faise them after the poetgoyid have had twa wives."Only
ideath at the age of 37 two" was perhaps optimistic. It js
Despite her significance as the insgioped to unveil the statue on July 21
ration for some of his finest worknext year, the 207th anniversary |of
d@an Armour has never been recdfe poet's death, when many Bufrns
gdsed in the sense of a physical maficionados will be in the town.
]
“Highland Spring Profits Bubble
ofThe Blackford, Perthshire company which produces
SHighland Spring bottled water has produced bumper
"brofits this year.
he company is the second largest seller of bottlettr and is now snap-
'hping at the heels of market leader Evian, a Freommpany. Highland
Spring opened its fourth 24-hour bottling line metty taking its workforce
qup to 300. Sales soared 28% in the last finan@al yand pre-tax profits

h early doubled - due, it is claimed, almost exdlelsi to more efficien
K

e

production processes. The Iraqg war produced anrmtusales as the U
cgovernment urged consumers to stockpile water.rAfte BBC ran a pic
L ture of Highland Spring on their website when réipgrthe news item, th
't&ompany did the equivalent of a month's sales ir falays.

Water, however, is a whole other issue.

The Caledonianis the newslette
of the Thanet

Bills!  Bills!  Bills!

The door bell rang and Jock opened
door to see a sharp-eyed stranger in
expensive suit standing on the landi
"Your name Jock Mackay?" the strand
asked. "Yes. Why?" asked Jock. "Wel
said the stranger, "You don't know me, §
I am a bill collector and.." "Say no more
said Jock. "You can have these" went
Jock, as he handed the collector a wag
unopened envelopes

and Distrid
Caledonian Society of East Ken
Any correspondence in relation
the publication should b
addressed to :

The Editor

Caledonian

84 Western Road

Margate,Kent CT9 3QW

St Peter’s Village Tour
By lain Shaw

On Tuesday 24th June, 32part of the ancient route walked b
_monks who travelled between th

members of the Society gath
ered outside St Peter
church. We were divided into onto Minster.

parties of eight for our Sp|en_ We then had a look at the Red Lion p
did tour cellar which 200 years ago was used

We were escorted through the Velins Crossing back to the church
extensive graveyard, with notabl )

‘residents’ graves being pointed out |
us. Various historic characters in trbeers of the congregation. This was
dress of the time escorted us and pro- : -
vided clear outline of the history of thrgOSt excellent tour, about one mile
buildings and their owners througF\W hours
time to the present day. We proceed ' . )
, Our party completed the evening wi
past Mockett's Farm House, NUCke"suppzr gt Tho?ley’s Crampton Sub

Almshousespassing a house called quroadstairs High Street. The servi

Coves built around 1769 and suf-
rounded by caves used by local smu@(e;re was also excellent, they could

glers. We saw the memorial to the
aircraft crash in 1952, then back intg :

! |
history with an early 19th Cemurespemallyforthe men:
Theme Park at Ranelagh Gardens

stroll down Tippledore Lane, which i

churches of St.John’s in Margate to

a
?nake it this time.

SLawrence in Ramsgate, and eventualiynpenetrable depths armed

an isolation hospital for smallpox vic
ad another tour inside including mee

ng up with some of the earlier mem

ngth on the flat, and lasting near

enough to please, and the loc
residents’ were a pleasure to watc

The St Peter's Village Tour should be|
'must next year for those who couldn

About Our

Nessie!
By Dr Alisdair Bruc
When is a mystery

us
ur
re
of
eir
as-
d
sh
ne
he
is
ct

e Plesiosaurs lived in the cretaceq

seas that form the chalk cliffs of o
island. Fossil remains are very r
worth more in Thanet but small fragments

bone do occasionally appear. In th

unsolved? heyday these sea reptiles were n

ters of their domain. Swift, fast a

For as long as | can remem-g aceful, they would chase down fi

ber, the mystery of whether and ammonites in the clear mar
the Loch Ness monster exwaters that covered much of

ists or not has held a Cher_planet. As far as the fossil record
concerned, they became exti

ished fascination for me. ASzound 70 million years ago. Tho
a boy | knew no better than are the hard facts, but from a histd
Mo idly speculate on whatcal perspective, the story of discq

; ; ery is on the side of the believe
snay lurk in those seemlngly Among the notable re-discoveries

recent times is the giant fossil fi
only with my ‘Look and the Coelacanth. Once thought
P earn’ knowledge. have died out over 85 million yea
#Swould conjure up a vision 0fd0, live specimens have now bg
[‘Nessie as a modern day version gund and filmed in many of th
e long extinct Plesiosaur happifforld’s oceans. Certain plants a
Yfeeding on the hoards of deep watéges from the era of dinosaurs
‘salmon that | assumed inhabited th&ing found almost every year. L¢
ch. Today, as a scientist, | amew_sworthy is the recent find of
Nrained to look at subjects like thiBUISINg sea urchin from a very a
Mrom a hard factual perspective. Argient lineage, thought to have &
et, you know, the wonder still recome extinct some 200 million yeg
ains. There is an intangible vallggo! So why not Nessie? Grant
'bn a mystery held dear, which do&$€ is a little bigger than those fas
fot sway when all the evidence criggting discoveries mentioned abo
ai]o she cannot be. So what does tAizd with today’s sophisticated ted
ay of us? Is it like faith, that wéology she would stand little chan
Meed something to believe in whichf remaining undetected. Howev
on the surface makes no sense? DH€ is always that tiny element
E really matter if, at the end of thdoubt. So what do | say? Never g
ay, it was all a big fake? never.

D

s
)d’
ci
€,
h-
ce
er,
of
ay

1
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Yo..Ho..Ho and a Bottle of Rum!
A Scottish Pirate - by Frank Skinner

fter last year's 'Taste of Scotland' evening, DavidWalker and | were talking

about R L Stevenson's sea-stories and he happenaxmention that he was dis-

tantly related to that archetypal sea-dog Captain Kdd. Could this be a subject to

interest maritime Thanet Caledonians - a man of adbn, charismatic, resource-
ful, attractive to the opposite sex and by instingtcareful with doubloons - immediately
identifiable with all Scots men? Having persuadedavid to lend me some of the material
from the family archive, | discovered that William Kidd's life behind the pirate myth has
been well researched on both sides of the Atlantic.

Captain Kidd came from Greenock and there waships leaving Mocha in the Red Sea only for him . . .

an interesting letter from David's elderly cousinto be fired on by a Royal Navy vessel escorting Captain William Kidd
Archie McPhail in which he wrote of his Uncle the convoy. Captain Barlow commanding the

Alexander Kidd, a town crier of Port Glasgow 'The Sceptre' sent an immediate report to thexample was needed in view of the failure

after W.W.l. This colourful character who fought Admiralty.  Further confusion followed when restrict piracy, which was still rife. Captain Kid

to

in France and brought back to Scotland a beautkidd captured a Moorish vessel off the Malabarconducted his own defence before Parliament,

ful Latvian wife wrote of his experiences in theCoast. It held French warrants, seemed a legitineptly, his final words: 'l have been sworn
book, 'Rolling Stone' in which he relates what henate prize but in fact the captain was an Englishagainst by perjured people'. The treasury recov-
knew of his ancestor, the pirate. When he was @an and the owners not French. ered the 'gifts’, the buried treasure, part of Whic

child William Kidd's family emigrated from Since Kidd's privateering successes 20 yeaisonically went towards building the National
Greenock in 1647 to farm at Glenown in Northerrearlier merchant companies had learnt to emploMaritime Museum Greenwich (Greenock to

Ireland (A Kidd family has farmed there for 300 foreign captains and escorts and to supply fals&reenwich). In only four years a public hero had

years). The eldest son became a captain in tHkags and sets of papers or warrants to evadaecome a public villain hanged at Tilbury Point
Royal Navy and his brother William joined a capture by hostile ships. Kidd was always undet670.
merchant fleet eventually making his mark in thepressure by virtue of his commission and from higources: I'E.?e Pifates;rl])y g_outglésbBostin%m \
: : : : ife among the Pirates' by Daviordingly -
New World. He soon had a fleet of his own,crew to take prizes. His refusal to attack a ship Head of Exhibition - Nafional Ntime Museum.

operating in the trade routes off America ofterflying British colours north of Goa almost re-

n

engaging in privateering and policing work whichsulted in mutiny, during the course of which Ki

had the gratitude of New York's governor and thetruck his chief gunner 'Moore' with an ironcl M arnage |n
blessing of the British Admiralty. Captain Wil- bucket, fracturing his skull. Moore's murd

liam Kidd married a wealthy New Yorker by became a key indictment at Kidd's trail. 1

whom he had two daughters and owned a fin&here were a number of successful attacks in Bu rnS COttage

house and other property in what is now Wallfollowing year yielding booty to satisfy his cre! ) )
Street. He worshipped in Trinity Church (hiswho often behaved cruelly. The most fatef( The thatched cottage in Alloway, Ayrshire, wh
father had been a Scottish Minister) and was prize was the capture of the 'Quedah Merchg Robert Burns was born, is to be made available
respected pillar of the Establishment; so much sb00 tons with rich cargo. Again thought to ) weddings for the first time. While Scotlan
that the New York and Massachusetts's authoritieBrench, the vessel turned out to be owned || hational poet is certainly associated with m
commissioned him to rid the coast of pirates anérmenians and commanded by an Englishmay| fomantic poems and songs, he is also see
in 1695 aged 48 he accompanied New York Gov€aptain Wright. Notwithstanding, the ship wa something of a lothario with 12 children, seven
emor - Lord Bellamont to London to receive acommandeered and her cargo sold and diviﬁ them illegitimate, to four different women.
Royal Commission to extend his range to protecamong the crew - against the agreed regulatig The cottage is the centrepiece of the Burns
East India Company ships in the Red Sea anof his commission. tional Heritage Park and Burns was born in tk
Indian Ocean. Backing the enterprise would bét length the small fleet anchored in harbour [j on 25 January 1759.

Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, a Master of OrdMadagascar, which was a haunt for pirates; tt

nance, a Secretary of State and thé.drd of the he met Robert Culford. Kidd's crew refused to October 4 1883
Admiralty - powerful Whig nobility. Under battle and then defected apart from a few lo . .

Kidd's command was a brand new 287 ton vessehen. Kidd was in fear of his life and eventuall The BoyS Bngade was
Adventure Galley equipped with sails and oarsdid a deal with Culford parting with guns, me

(on

S0 O @
%]

Na-
ere

34 guns and 150 selected crew. The motives weend supplies in return for keeping a good sharg founded In GlaSQOW-
both political and financial with almost certain his plunder. Culford departed for more pira

gains from privateering, particularly from raiding reinforced leaving Kidd on a leaking u £25 OOO
enemy French ships. maintained Adventure Galley, caught on a saf y

From the moment 'Adventure Galley' set sail, thdar. Captain Kidd scuttled his commissiong
balance of Kidd's fortunes changed. He failed tship, re-equipped the 'Quedah Merchant, traf For One Bottle of Whisky ?
salute a Royal Naval ship in the Thames and waferred his booty and crew and decided to retur
boarded and lost some of his crew - press-gangeNew York. AGAIN!I
The men recruited in New York to make up theHowever, the East India Company had lodge

strength were a rag and bobtail addition wheserious complaints with the Admiralty and || Inflation we know gets blamed for
became responsible for many crimes later in thélaval Squadron had been dispatched to find § everything however it was only a yealr

ley lost sail in storms and Kidd foolishly de- intentions he traded the Quedah Merchant f ago when the Caledonian rEported a

manded a supply of sail from a passing Royafar less conspicuous ship the 'Antonio' and m
Naval vessel and threatened to take if from théor Long Island where he hid some of his treas{i £20,150.

voyage. En-route for Africa the Adventure Gal-arrest Captain Kidd. When he learned of %

next cargo-ship if he were not accommodatedand used the rest to try to bribe the Governol| A new world record price for a bottle of whisky
Commodore Warren ordered him into port atNew York and friends to secure support agaifj was again set in December 02 when a 62-yeaj-old

Johannesburg to await reprimand but Captaithe charges he anticipated. Lord Bellamq| bottle of Dalmore single malt was auctioned

bottle of Macallan was auctioned for

for

Kidd made off. At Johanna's Island Kidd fell outplayed him along, then arrested him and sent p £25,000. It is one of only 12 bottles and beat|the

with the captain of an East Indiaman on thato London. previous record (for a bottle of vintage Macallg

n)

ship’s right to fly a navy pennant. More seriously,News of his exploits, of the pirate-catcher turng by £5,000. Just to remind you that with 32 tot
sickness broke out on board Adventure Galleyirate, fired the public imagination, he was 4§ the bottle this now puts up the price of a to
and 50 crew died. Nearly a year had passed witleady pre-judged. There were hidden issues a{| £781.25.

no chance of a legitimate target and his crew wergial. Tories had replaced his original Whig badf So be careful before you call “It's my round!” and

low in morale. Luck appeared to be about teers and scandal was expected with regard to|| of course mine’s a double! Ed.
change when he sailed into a convoy of Moorishmisdirection of public monies. A scapegoat, an

g to
to
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Lochs and Glens February 2003

ochs and Glens 2003 was ahoarded our coach to welcome us to the hotel. New

unplanned short break which to many of us was the arrangement of giving

Linda Walker fancied a short holiday all the hotel staff from waiters, office staff aeden
after Christmas and as David had justthe catering staff were taking our suitcases to
received an order from Lochs and'eoms. We could see in the glimmer of the hg
Glens Holidays to place an advert iNpext morning we could see the full extent.

lights the snow all around but it wasn't until the

ut

. . tickets with your room numbers whilst on the coagh
went with a bang. David and gysing the welcoming chat whilst at the same tife

ur
el

the ‘Caledonian’where better to start The whole atmosphere around the hotel was
welcoming and after a good night's sleep an

End of another perfect day!

Loch Achray Hotel - Trossachs - Perthshire.

It didn’t take long before word got out and befdqre
we knew it we were heading north with a ‘scratgh’

hearty Scottish breakfast we were ready for tres fir

day’s outing. This took us on a boat trip on Loch
Lommond with lunch at the Inversnaid Hotel, also
owned by Lochs and Glens Holidays. The first day

Left: Jim &
Shirley  Connell
with George and
Isobel Barnard.

Below:  Hiroko,
Celia Diprose,
Linda & David
Walker, Bill
Stewart, Annegret
Burford and Stella
Taylor

party of 28. David was a bit apprehensive leadir " " " )
The snow scene from David and Linda’s bedroom winde. This

party il_ﬂtO Scotland in early February eXpeCti_ng was a mystical scene but hid the true beauty of tHandscape
worst in weather and was nervously checking

snowstorms, low temperatures, blocked roaNext day we were up and off to Edinburgh wjt

arguments in the media about lack of road grittererning coffee at South Queensferry with beau

weather a week before. Then the worst news camas complete with a trip around the Trosszva\]hs.

and snow ploughs and so on.

h

ful
views of both the rail and road bridges and the ew

The holiday started at 6 am on a brisk Sundmat service between Leith and the continent. Pur

morning with David feeling very, very anxioukst day took us to Callander and a delightfulicife

about next four days and wondering when he vdasmystery tour around the area calling in at Alpx
going to get strung up! The day started well and andria and the new Antartex centre where the dgver

coach arrived on time. The journey up to Scotleamlanged a tasting for the coach in the centre'e
was better than expected with sufficient stops $twop.

nature’s needs and sufficient nicotine intakes. e had sunshine every day, clear blue skiesjand

driver was very conscious of the weather he vigesautiful sunsets and plenty of snow. Good fq

d

taking us into, after all it's not every day youncgood company and our hosts at the Loch Ach
count the number of snow ploughs you pass on baitel made us very welcome. Our drivers we
hands. He kept us fully informed of the roads aheagdeful and courteous and informative. The res

Another picture from the rear of the hotel on day o showing
a snow covered Ben Venue rising to over 3000 ft.

it almost felt like a comfort, in fact it was a cenbeing that we are going back to Scotlgae

oTT

fort. We arrived slightly later than normal on reext year with ourCaledonian Adventure
trouble free drive to be met by a charming lass w204

Islay Whisky Nearly
Dried Up

Whisky distillers on th
western island of Isla]
found this year's neal
drought condition
difficult to swallow as i
began to threaten tl
production of thei
famous brands. Thg
seven distilleries on thg
island use the soft pe
waters to create thej
distinctive malt whis
kies, but after the spri
months virtually rai
free, the rivers began
dry up. The whisk
makers often stop pr
duction during Jul
when the water table
low. However, the re
turn of more unsettle
weather and some hea
falls of rain has hop
fully improved th
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Across

1. Ahouse provided for a minister of the kirk.(5)

5. A small portion of food and drink taken as saple. (5)

7. Ahilly upland area. (4)

8&24. The sentinel rock in the Firth of Clyde. (5-3

11. Settle or decide beforehand. (6)

13. In Scots....to talk nonsense. (5)

14. To ponder, especially resentfully. (5)

15. A set of articles, equipment or clothing for @pecific purpose. (3)
16. Type of small iron age fort or fortified dweling. (3)

17. Cellar or basement of a tenement building orra“Aussie Loo"...(5)
18. His wife became a pillar of salt. (3)

19. Gaelic term meaning son of ... (3)

20. Maxwellton braes are this. (5)

24. See (8) across.

26. A cavity of bone or tissue. (5)

28 “Auld Reekie.” (9)

29 Can be found on roads, in tobacco and shipR)(

30&16 Down. The “Black Knife” (alternative spelling). (5-3)

31. A piece of music in quadruple time. (4)

Down
1. Gaelic good health, in a dram?....“Slainte......... "(5)
Like a spring day in May. (3)
3. Which city in Australia is named after a Scdish astronomer (8)
4. Robert the Bruce died of this disease. (7)
5. Which bridge in Coldstream links Scotland wih England ? (5)
6. “Wee ........... , cow'rin, tim'rous beastie” (7)
9. Castle Island, famous for Mary Queen of Scoesscape, is in this loch. (5)
10. Bitterly pungent. (4)
12. On which island is Fingles Cave? (6)
16. See 30 across (5-3)
18. Surname of “Monarch of the Glen” painter. (8)
20. Scots for ‘Brought’ (6)
21. The longest river in Asia. (7)
22. On a ship, these are used for raising and lovieg the boats. (5)
23. The “......" iron works in Stirlingshire, makers of a naval gun in 1776. (6)
24. Large basket used for carrying bread or fish(5)
25. The triangular upper part of a wall at the endof a ridged roof. (5)
27. A loud shrill sound, said of bagpipes. (5)




